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FOUR WHO ENTERED THE PARDES AND CAME OUT IN PEACE

Chagiga 14b

Our Rabbis taught: Four men entered the
‘Garden’, namely, Ben ‘Azzai and Ben Zoma,
Acher, and R. Akiba...Ben ‘Azzai cast a look
and died...Ben Zoma looked and became
demented... Acher mutilated the shoots. R.
Akiba departed in peace.
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Ben ‘Azzai cast a look and died.

Breishit 9:6-7

He who spills human blood shall have his own
blood spilled by man, for G-d made man with
His own image. Now be fruitful and multiply,
swarm all over the earth and become
populous on it.
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Yevamot 63b

It has been taught in a baraita: Whoever
does not engage in procreation is as if he
had spilled blood. As it says: “He who spills
human blood shall have his own blood
spilled by man.” And it is written after: “Now
be fruitful and multiply.”...Ben Azai says: It
as if he had spilled blood and diminished the
Image... They said to Ben Azai: “There are
those who preach well and perform well,
perform well but do not preach well. You,
however, preach well but do not perform
well.” Ben Azai answered them, “But what
can | do? For my soul cleaves to the Torah.
The world can be preserved through other
people.”
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Ben Zoma looked and became demented

Breishit 1:7

G-d made the expanse, and it separated
the water which was below the expanse
from the water which was above the
expanse. And it was so.
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Tehilim 33:6

By the word of the L-rd the heavens were
made, by the breath of His mouth, al their
host.
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Breishit Raba 4:2

‘“And G-d made the expanse.” This is a verse
whose apparent implication caused Ben Zoma to
shake the world of Jewish learning. “And G-d
made!'—an unbelievable utterance,” he said. “Did
not the expanse come into being by G-d’s word—
“by the word of the Lo-d were the heavens made,
and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth’
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Acher mutilated the shoots.

Devarim 22:6-7

If, along the road, you chance upon a bird’s
nest, in any tree or on the ground, with
fledglings or eggs and the mother sitting
over the fledglings or on the eggs, do not
take the mother bird together with her
young. Let the mother go, and take only the
young, in order that you may fare well and
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have a long life.
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Ruth Raba 6:4

And what was the moment that prompted this
rebellion? They said that once he was sitting
and learning Mishnah in the valley of Ginosar
and he saw a man who had gone up to the top
of a palm tree on Shabbat and taken the mother
bird away from her chicks and he descended
safely. At the end of Shabbat he saw another
man who climbed to the top of a palm tree and
took the chicks having sent away the mother
bird, but when he came down a snake bit him
and he died. He said: It is written: “Let the
mother go, and take only the young, in order
that you may fare well and have a long life.”
Where is the good for this man and where is his
length of days?
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R. Akiba departed in peace.

Vayikra 19:18

| Love your fellow as yourself: | am the L-rd
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Sifra Vayikra p. 89b

“Love your fellow as yourself.” Rabbi Akiva
said: This is a great principle of Torah.
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