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1. The Apocrypha: 11 Maccabees 7:1-42

It happened also that seven brothers and their mother
were arrested and were being compelled by the king,
under torture with whips and thongs, to partake of
unlawful swine's flesh. > One of them, acting as their
spokesman, said, “What do you intend to ask and learn
from us? For we are ready to die rather than transgress the
laws of our ancestors.” * The king fell into a rage, and
gave orders to have pans and caldrons heated. * These
were heated immediately, and he commanded that the
tongue of their spokesman be cut out and that they scalp
him and cut off his hands and feet, while the rest of the
brothers and the mother looked on. > When he was utterly
helpless, the king ordered them to take him to the fire,
still breathing, and to fry him in a pan. The smoke from
the pan spread widely, but the brothers and their mother
encouraged one another to die nobly, saying, ¢ “The Lord
God is watching over us and in truth has compassion on
us, as Moses declared in his song that bore witness
against the people to their faces, when he said, ‘And he
will have compassion on his servants.”” 7 After the first
brother had died in this way, they brought forward the
second for their sport. They tore off the skin of his head
with the hair, and asked him, “Will you eat rather than
have your body punished limb by limb?” ® He replied in
the language of his ancestors and said to them, “No.”
Therefore he in turn underwent tortures as the first brother
had done. ° And when he was at his last breath, he said,
“You accursed wretch, you dismiss us from this present
life, but the King of the universe will raise us up to an
everlasting renewal of life, because we have died for his
laws.” '° After him, the third was the victim of their
sport. When it was demanded, he quickly put out his
tongue and courageously stretched forth his hands, '' and
said nobly, “I got these from Heaven, and because of his
laws I disdain them, and from him I hope to get them
back again.” '* As a result the king himself and those
with him were astonished at the young man's spirit, for he
regarded his sufferings as nothing. ' After he too had
died, they maltreated and tortured the fourth in the same
way. 4 When he was near death, he said, “One cannot
but choose to die at the hands of mortals and to cherish
the hope God gives of being raised again by him. But for
you there will be no resurrection to life!” > Next they
brought forward the fifth and maltreated him. '® But he
looked at the king, and said, “Because you have authority
among mortals, though you also are mortal, you do what
you please. But do not think that God has forsaken our
people. '" Keep on, and see how his mighty power will
torture you and your descendants!” '® After him they

brought forward the sixth. And when he was about to die,
he said, “Do not deceive yourself in vain. For we are
suffering these things on our own account, because of our
sins against our own God. Therefore astounding things
have happened. ' But do not think that you will go
unpunished for having tried to fight against God!” *° The
mother was especially admirable and worthy of honorable
memory. Although she saw her seven sons perish within a
single day, she bore it with good courage because of her
hope in the Lord. »' She encouraged each of them in the
language of their ancestors. Filled with a noble spirit, she
reinforced her woman's reasoning with a man's courage,
and said to them, ** “I do not know how you came into
being in my womb. It was not I who gave you life and
breath, nor I who set in order the elements within each of
you. ** Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped
the beginning of humankind and devised the origin of all
things, will in his mercy give life and breath back to you
again, since you now forget yourselves for the sake of his
laws.” ** Antiochus felt that he was being treated with
contempt, and he was suspicious of her reproachful tone.
The youngest brother being still alive, Antiochus not only
appealed to him in words, but promised with oaths that he
would make him rich and enviable if he would turn from
the ways of his ancestors, and that he would take him for
his Friend and entrust him with public affairs. > Since
the young man would not listen to him at all, the king
called the mother to him and urged her to advise the youth
to save himself. *® After much urging on his part, she
undertook to persuade her son. »’ But, leaning close to
him, she spoke in their native language as follows,
deriding the cruel tyrant: “My son, have pity on me. I
carried you nine months in my womb, and nursed you for
three years, and have reared you and brought you up to
this point in your life, and have taken care of you. ** I beg
you, my child, to look at the heaven and the earth and see
everything that is in them, and recognize that God did not
make them out of things that existed. And in the same
way the human race came into being. *° Do not fear this
butcher, but prove worthy of your brothers. Accept death,
so that in God’s mercy I may get you back again along
with your brothers.” *° While she was still speaking, the
young man said, “What are you waiting for? I will not
obey the king’s command, but I obey the command of the
law that was given to our ancestors through Moses. *' But
you, who have contrived all sorts of evil against the
Hebrews, will certainly not escape the hands of God. **
For we are suffering because of our own sins. *> And if
our living Lord is angry for a little while, to rebuke and



discipline us, he will again be reconciled with his own mercy soon to our nation and by trials and plagues to

servants. >* But you, unholy wretch, you most defiled of make you confess that he alone is God, ** and through me
all mortals, do not be elated in vain and puffed up by and my brothers to bring to an end the wrath of the
uncertain hopes, when you raise your hand against the Almighty that has justly fallen on our whole nation.” *
children of heaven. ** You have not yet escaped the The king fell into a rage, and handled him worse than the
judgment of the almighty, all-seeing God. ** For our others, being exasperated at his scorn. *° So he died in his
brothers after enduring a brief suffering have drunk of integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord. *' Last of
ever-flowing life, under God”’s covenant; but you, by the all, the mother died, after her sons. ** Let this be enough,
judgment of God, will receive just punishment for your then, about the eating of sacrifices and the extreme
arrogance. °' I, like my brothers, give up body and life for tortures.
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" Not ‘Nahtum’ as in the Hebrew text. In Git. 57b the name of the woman is not given. A similar story is related of a
woman named Hannah in connection with the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes.
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swore to Him, so He swore to us not to exchange us for another
people; as it is said, And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be
His own treasure’ (ib. 18). The emperor said to him, ‘Your brothers
had had their fill of years and of life and had experienced happiness;
but you are young, you have had no fill of years and life and have not
yet experienced happiness. Prostrate yourself before the image and |
will bestow favours upon you.” He replied, ‘It is written in our Torah,
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever (Ex. XV, 18), and it is said,
The Lord isKing for ever; the nations are perished out of Hisland
(Ps. X, 16). You are of no account and so are His enemies. A human
being lives to-day and is dead to-morrow, rich to-day and poor to-
morrow; but the Holy One, blessed be He, lives and endures for all
eternity.” The emperor said to him, ‘See, your brothers are slain
before you. Behold, I will throw my ring to the ground in front of the
image; pick it up so that all may know that you have obeyed my
command.’ He answered, ‘Woe unto you, O emperor! If you are
afraid of human beings who are the same as yourself, shall I not fear
the supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, the God of
the universe!” He asked him, ‘Has, then, the universe a God?’ He
replied, ‘Shame on you, O emperor! Do you, then, behold a world
without a Master!” He asked, ‘Has your God a mouth?’ He answered,
‘In connection with your gods it is written, They have mouths, but
they speak not (ib. CXV, 5); in connection with our God it is written,
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made’ (ib. XXXIII, 6). ‘Has
your God eyes?’ He answered, ‘In connection with your gods it is
written, Eyes have they, but they see not (ib. CXV, 5); in connection
with our God it is written, The eyes of the Lord, that run to and fro
through the whole earth’ (Zech. IV, 10). ‘Has your God ears?” He
answered, ‘In connection with your gods it is written, They have ears,
but they hear not (Ps. CXV, 6); in connection with our God it is
written, And the Lord hearkened, and heard’ (Mal. III, 16). ‘Has your
God a nose?’ He answered, ‘In connection with your gods it is
written, Noses have they, but they smell not (Ps. loc. cit.); in
connection with our God it is written, And the Lord smelled the sweet
savour’ (Ger VIII, 21). ‘Has your God hands?’ He answered, ‘In
connection with your gods it is written, They have hands, but they
handle not (Ps. CXV, 7); in connection with our God it is written,
Yea, My hand hath laid the foundation of the earth’ (Isa. XL VIII, 13).
‘Has your God feet?’ He answered, ‘In connection with your gods it is
written, Feet have they, but they walk not (Ps. loc. cit.); in connection
with our God it is written, And His feet shall stand in that day upon
the Mount of Olives’ (Zech. X1V, 4). ‘Has your God a throat?” He
answered, ‘In connection with your gods it is written, Neither speak
they with their throat (Ps. loc. cit.); in connection with our God it is
written, And sound goeth out of Hismouth’ (Job XXXVII, 2). The
king asked, ‘If there are all these attributes in your God, why does He
not deliver you out of my hand in the same manner that He rescued
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah from the hands of Nebuchadnezzar?’
He answered, ‘Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were worthy men, and
king Nebuchadnezzar was deserving that a miracle should be
performed through him. You, however, are undeserving; and as for
ourselves, our lives are forfeit to heaven. If you do not slay us, the
Omnipresent has numerous executioners. There are many bears,
wolves, serpents, leopards, and scorpions to attack and kill us; but in
the end the Holy One, blessed be He, will avenge our blood on you.’
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The king immediately ordered him to be put to death. The child's
mother said to him, ‘By the life of your head, O emperor, give me my
son that I may embrace and kiss him.” They gave him to her, and she
bared her breasts and suckled him. She said to the king, ‘By the life of
your head, O emperor, put me to death first and then slay him.” He
answered her, ‘I cannot agree to that because it is written in your
Torah, And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and its young
both in one day’ (Lev. XXII, 28). She retorted, “You unutterable fool!
Have you already fulfilled all the commandments save only this one!’
He immediately ordered him to be slain. The mother threw herself
upon her child and embraced and kissed him. She said to him, ‘My
son, go to the patriarch Abraham and tell him, “Thus said my mother,
‘Do not preen yourself [on your righteousness], saying I built an altar
and offered up my son, Isaac.” Behold, our mother built seven altars
and offered up seven sons in one day. Yours was only a test, but mine
was in earnest.”” While she was embracing and kissing him, the king
gave an order and they killed him in her arms. When he had been
slain, the Sages calculated the age of that child and found that he was
two years, six months, and six and a half hours old. At that time all
the peoples of the world cried out, “What does their God do for them
that they are all the time slain for His sake!” And concerning them it is
written, Nay, but for Thy sake are we killed all the day (Ps. XLIV,

23). After a few days the woman became demented and fell from a
roof and died, to fulfil what is said, She that hath borne seven
languisheth (Jer. XV, 9). A Bath Kol issued forth and proclaimed, ‘A
joyful mother of children” (Ps. CXIII, 9); and the Holy Spirit cried out,
FOR THESE THINGS I WEEP
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