Rav Kook’s Philosophy of Repentance

Chapter IV: Particular Individual Repentance and General Collective Universal
Repentance — the World and in the Congregation of Israel

Section I11:

III. General repentance, which is the ascent of the world and
its rectification, and particular repentance, related to the specific pet-
sonality of each individual even to the extent of the most delicate
details of specific means for rectification so as to achieve repentance,
mezans which the sacred spirit can particularize to their most isolated
details — they together form one co:itent.‘ Similarly, all those
rectifications of culture, by means of which the world emerges from
its state of ruin, as well as social and economic life-orders which
advance toward perfection with the rectification of all sin and
iniquity, from those most severe to minor prohibitions of the scribes
and the most minute ethically pious observances — all of these
constitute one distinct form and cansot be torn asunder from each
other. “All of them ascend to one realm.” (Zohar, II 162b)
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