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An Immodest Proposal: Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor

1) Yerushalmi Peah 8
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You shall bathe and anoint yourself and done [your garments]...and you shall go
down to the threshing floor. The term ‘vyardit’ is written with an extra yud, conveying,
’1” shall go down. She said to [Ruth], “my merit shall go down with you.”

2) Ruth 2:8, 21-22
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Then said Boaz to Ruth, Do you not hear, my daughter? Do not go to glean in
another field, nor go away from here, but stay here close to my maiden
199 DN TY P37 57 TYUN D991 O DN NN 7D D) NIANIID MY MNP (ND)
9 N PPN 9D NN
And Ruth the Moabite said, He also said to me, You shall keep close to my young
men, until they have ended all my harvest
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And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter in-law, It is good, my daughter that you go out
with his maidens, that you should not be molested in any other field

3) Ruth Rabba 5:11
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AND RUTH THE MOABITESS SAID: YEA, HE SAID UNTO ME: THOU SHALT
KEEP FAST BY MY YOUNG MEN (Il, 21). R. Hanin b. Levi said: In truth she was a
Moabitess, for Boaz said to her, Abide here fast by my maidens (ll, 8), while she
said, BY MY YOUNG MEN. SO SHE KEPT FAST BY THE MAIDENS OF BOAZ

4) Ruth 2:12 and 3:9
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.12The Lord will recompense your work, and a full reward shall be given to you by
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge
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"l am your servant Ruth,” she said. "Spread the corner of your garment over me, since
you are a guardian-redeemer of our family.”

5) Genesis 19
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30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters
with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar; and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two
daughters.31 And the first-born said unto the younger: 'Our father is old, and there is
not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth. 32 Come,
let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed
of our father.'33 And they made their father drink wine that night. And the first-born
went in, and lay with her father; and he knew not when she lay down, nor when she
arose. 34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the first-born said unto the
younger: 'Behold, | lay yesternight with my father. Let us make him drink wine this
night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our
father.'35 And they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger
arose, and lay with him; and he knew not when she lay down, nor when she arose.
36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 38 And the
younger, she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi--the same is the father
of the children of Ammon unto this day.

6) Genesis 38
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1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and
turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 And Judah saw there a
daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; and he took her, and went
in unto her. 3 And she conceived, and bore a son; and he called his name Er.
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12 And in process of time Shua's daughter, the wife of Judah, died; and Judah was
comforted, and went up unto his sheep-shearers to Timnah, he and his friend Hirah
the Adullamite. 13 And it was told Tamar, saying: 'Behold, thy father-in-law goeth up
to Timnah to shear his sheep.'14 And she put off from her the garments of her
widowhood, and covered herself with her veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in the
entrance of Enaim, which is by the way to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was
grown up, and she was not given unto him to wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he
thought her to be a harlot; for she had covered her face. 16 And he turned unto her
by the way, and said: '‘Come, | pray thee, let me come in unto thee'; for he knew not
that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said: 'What wilt thou give me, that thou
mayest come in unto me?' 17 And he said: 'l will send thee a kid of the goats from
the flock.' And she said: 'Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it?' 18 And he said:
'‘What pledge shall | give thee?' And she said: 'Thy signet and thy cord, and thy staff
that is in thy hand." And he gave them to her, and came in unto her, and she

conceived by him.

7) Comparative Chart (Genesis 19; 38; Ruth 3)

Lot and his|Tamar __and | Ruth and
Daughters Yehuda Boaz (Ruth 3)
(Genesis 19) | (Genesis 38)
Separation Lot goes to|Yehuda leaves |Elimelekh goes
between brothers | Sedom: his brothers, | to Moav:
(abandonment of | 2yn w'x 1T91) | marries alnan wx 7M)
Avraham): (rnx Canaanite: (nTin' onY
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Destruction of the | Death of | Death of

Destruction and

Cities of Sedom

Yehuda’s Sons.

Elimelekh and

Death, Danger to | and Amorah. Yehuda Refuses | his Sons.
the Family Line: to Allow Tamar
to Marry Shela.
The Fear: Lot's daughters | Tamar Naomi knows
believe that there | understands that | that she is too
is no man left in | Yehuda does |old to have a
the land who can | not intend to|child and that
procreate with | allow her to | Ruth will not find
them. marry Shela. a husband in
Bethlehem.
The Deception: Lot's daughters | Tamar disguises | Naomi sends
get him drunk. herself as a|Ruth to the
prostitute. threshing floor to
Boaz.
The Man “Does | Lot does not | Yehuda does | Naomi tells Ruth
not Know.” know when he | not know that| not to let Boaz

lies down or gets
up.

the “prostitute” is
his daughter-in-
law.

know that she is
there until he has
eaten and drunk.
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8) Nazir 23a-23b
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What is meant by the verse, “For the ways of the Lord are right, and the just do walk
in them,” but transgressors do stumble therein,” ...Rather is it illustrated by Lot when
his two daughters were with him. To these [the daughters], whose intention it was to
do right, [applies], ‘the just do walk in them’, whereas to him [Lot] whose intention it
was to commit the transgression [applies], ‘but transgressors do stumble therein’.

But perhaps Lot too intended to fulfill a commandment? ... [Lot] was the victim of
compulsion! It had been taught on behalf of R. Jose son of R. Honi that the dot over
the letter vav [and’ [in the word U-bekumah [* and when she arose’ occurring in
[the story of] the elder daughter, is to signify that it was her lying down that he did not
notice, but he did notice when she arose...

Ulla said: Both Tamar and Zimri committed adultery. Tamar committed adultery and
gave birth to kings and prophets. Zimri committed adultery and on his account many
tens of thousands of Israel perished.

R. Nahman b. Isaac said: A transgression performed with good intention is better
than a precept performed with evil intention

9) Ruth Rabba 6:4
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Rabbi Judah said: All that night his Evil Inclination contended with him saying, ‘you

are unmarried and seek a wife, and she is unmarried and seeks a husband. Arise and

have intercourse with her and make her your wife.’
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