tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

Sources used in the G-dCast
Video "Disagreements for the
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Introduction

The 9Adar Project: Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict seeks to cultivate the culture
of constructive conflict and healthy disagreement across personal, political, and
religious divides. The project does this through promoting public awareness around the
annual Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict which occurs from the 2™ through the 9™
of the Hebrew month of Adar.

Jewish sources refer to constructive conflict as "disagreements for the sake of
Heaven" or "mahloket I'shem shamayim/oonw awh npionn". This document details some
of the sources that refer to disagreements for the sake of Heaven.

This document is not comprehensive on the topic nor is it meant to be a lesson plan or
stand-alone lesson. It does, however, contain some guiding questions that can be
used in an adult education setting. Part 1 details a few of the disagreements between
Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai. Part 2 describes disagreements for the sake of heaven
through Mishnah Avot 5:17 and several explanations on that mishnah.

All the sources that are used in the short animated G-Cast video, "Disagreements for
the Sake of Heaven" are detailed here. The video can be viewed in English or Hebrew.

The Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution Presents

DISAGREEMENTS

FOR THE

G Ak HEAVE

Written and Narrated by Daniel Roth

Curriculum for 5™-9" graders that accompanies the video can be found here.

The 9Adar Project is a project of the Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict
Resolution, part of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies. For more information on the
9Adar Project, see www.9Adar.org.
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Part 1. Disagreements between Beit Hillel and Beit
Shammai

Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai disagreed about many issues. Here are just a few examples.

Mishnah Sukkah 2:7 7:2 NDIO NMIWn
If a person’s head and most of their body were in a ,NJI02 NI YR 'Y '
sukkah, and their table was in the house, Beit Shammai INNQW N--N1N JIN2 NN
declared it invalid, while Beit Hillel declared it valid. J1'won 770 nai L *7019
Mishnah Eduyot, 4:7 T: T NINTY Mvn
According to Beit Shammai, one dinnar or its worth is NIWAI 11T NYTPNN NWIRD
consideration in the marrying of a wife; Beit Hillel set it 290 N Rnw Nt M T
down at a perutah or its worth. .NVNO NIIYAI NV ,|"NIX
Avot deRabbi Natan, version 1, chapter 3 'A 719 'X hoi N2 '2ANT NN
And establish many students: Beit Shammai DNIX 'KNAY DAY 1NN DTN 1ITnynl
says one should only teach students who are [2l 1MYI DN XINY M7 X7 DTR MY' 72X
wise, humble, of good lineage, and wealthy. MY’ DTN 727 DIk 770 N 'wyi N
Beit Hillel says one should teach everyone, as TIN7N7 127N 7RIYI ' D'WYYIS NINY
many sinners have, by studying Torah, .D"MWII O'T'ON D'P'TY 0NN IRY' NN
become righteous.

What could be the result of such disagreements?
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Part 2: Introducing Disagreements for the Sake

of Heaven

Mishna Avot, 5:17

(3rd Cen., Land of Israel)

Every disagreement (mahloket) that is for the sake of
Heaven will continue to exist (other translations: 'is
destined to endure’, or 'in the end will exist'); but one that
is not in the name of Heaven will not continue to exist.
Which is the [kind of] disagreement that is in the name of
Heaven? Such as was the disagreement between Hillel
and Shammai; and which is the [kind of] disagreement that
is not in the name of Heaven? Such as was the
disagreement of Korah and his entire congregation.

T':0 NIANX NIYn
DYY7 XY Npi7nn ‘D
D"pPNN7 N910 DY
['R D'NY DWY7 NI'RYI
.0"PNN7 nvIo

N'DY NPI7NN RN IT'R
70y DYy

SRAYL 90 npinn T
?0mw DYY NI'RYI
21 g npiinn It
INTY

Make a list of all of the questions you can think of on this mishnah.

What isn’t clear? What would you like to know more about?
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What exactly ‘will continue to exist’ and why?
Sources are given for four explanations

Explanation #1

Bartenura, Avot 5:17
(Rabbi Ovadiah Bartenura, Italy and Land of Israel, 1440-1530)

Every controversy that is in the name of Heaven, the end
thereof will continue to exist - That is to say that the
people of controversy are destined to exist and not be
destroyed, as with the dispute between Hillel and
Shammai that were not destroyed. Neither them nor the
students of Hillel and Shammai. But Korah and his
congregation were destroyed.

,X22012N DT N
T':0 NIAX

DYWY N'NW NzInn D
- D"PNNY7 N9I0 D'NY
NPI7NNN '"WIRY MID
DI'RI D'M"PNN X'DN
770 npinnd 'TaIR
N7 ITAR K7W 'Rl
N71 'NQw N T
NI 7ax 770 narmtn
JTAX INTYI

Tosefta Yevamoth, 1:11

(3rd cen. CE, Land of Israel)

Even though these would forbid, and those would
permit, they did not refrain from eating together, to
fulfill that which is written “All the ways of a person
are clean in their own eyes; but the LORD weigheth
the spirits. (Proverbs, 16:2)

N''X NINQ' XNO0IN

N 172K N0IR 17'RY 9"UR
D"72IX) NNNO ['WIY ,1V10] X7

12 v 17K (MNL T Y7 TN

T WUR T
19 7v) "N N7 piniwa

W nn 0"77 17X

.(a:tu wun

What do we know about the relationship between the two houses?

Babylonian Talmud, Yevamoth 14b

Although Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel are in
disagreement on the questions of (marital and personal
status), Beit Shammai did not, nevertheless, abstain from
marrying women of the families of Beit Hillel, nor did Beit
Hillel refrain from marrying those of Beit Shammai. This is
to teach you that they showed love and friendship towards
one another, thus putting into practice the Scriptural text,
'‘Love ye truth and peace' (Zechariah, 8:16).

A"y T nimar "

N2 1pPNY ' 7y N
Iwim X7...770 N1l 'xknw
D'Y1 NY'71 'NnY N
790 nna X7 %70 nran
277 'Rnw Nfan

N7 DN NIV NANY
NNaY nn ovpe ,nmn
nNKRN (To:N NNT)
.ANK DI7wNI

What exactly 'will continue to exist' according to this explanation?

What can be learned from this explanation regarding how to engage in healthy

disagreement?
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The following is not mentioned in the G-dCast video, but adds to explanation #1
The following is from a sermon delivered by Rabbi Yonatan Eyeschutz (1690, Krakow
— 1764, Altona) on the 9™ of Adar, around the year 1750.

Sefer Ya’arot Devash ii, pp. 136

Today is the 9th of Adar, on which Beit Shamai and
Beit Hillel disagreed, and the rabbis declared it a fast
day....

And it is important to pay attention to what is said (in
the Mishnah Avot 5:17) “which is the machloket that is
for the sake of Heaven?” And what is the (meaning of
this) question? ... For, in this world every machloket no
matter what it is, the evil inclination tempts the person
and says that it is for the sake of Heaven and for a
great mitzvah to subdue traitors and to break the arm
of the mighty and so forth .... The rule of the matter is
there is no machloket that does not have within it the
evil inclination who is tempting the person and saying
that the whole intention is for the sake of Heaven, and
G-d forbid to say on a particular machloket that it is not
for the sake of Heaven. If so, how can a person know
where the truth is, if it is truly for the sake of Heaven or
not?

With this a person can know. If the divided ones and
the parties in conflict, other than regarding the matter
over which they are disagreeing and opposing one
another, are truly lovers in their heart and soul, this is
the sign that their machloket is for the sake of Heaven.
However, if they are enemies and are holding onto
hatred for one another through their machloket, this is
not for the sake of Heaven, and the Satan has settled
himself within them. And this is the sign which the
rabbis of the Mishnah passed on to us “which is the
machloket which is for the sake of Heaven?” For in
every machloket people say it is “for the sake of
Heaven”. They said “like the machloket of Shamai and
Hillel” who loved one another and respected one
another as lovers and friends. This is a sign that their
disagreement is for the sake of Heaven. However,
“like the machloket of Korach and his company”, where
they were holding onto enmity and hatred and almost
stoned Moshe and the like, this is not for the sake of
Heaven.... This is a reliable sign in any conflict to
understand if it is for the sake of Heaven or not.
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Lev Avot, Mishnah Avot, 5:17

(Rabbi Shlomoh ben Rabbi Yitzchak of the House of Levi,

Turkey, 16th century)
The author of the mishnah states that a

disagreement is for the sake of Heaven when the
intentions of the disputants are such that through
the disagreement the truth should become
clarified and come to light which would not have
happened otherwise. And certainly the end

of such a disagreement will continue to exist by
virtue of the fact that the truth continues to exist.

T':D NIAX NIYN ,NIAX 27 UIN'D

J170 N7 pnx 1" nnw M)

(16 — 0 Nxnn DN

NXIN NPI7NNNWIY KINN NN

NIN D'P7INN MDY ,0'Y DYY
AN’ npi7znnn MiX ["'vw](oyw)
NXI' N'N K7W NN OING KXY INNRD
NPI7NN INIR 910 'RTUTA .INIT
.D"PN NAXRNY NI' DY DYDY

What exactly 'will continue to exist' according to this explanation?

What can be learned from this explanation regarding how to engage in healthy

disagreement?

Explanation #3

Yayin Lavanon, Avot 5:17
(Rabbi Naftali Hertz, Wessely, 1725 — 1805, Germany,
Denmark)

Since their disagreements were for (attaining)
the truth, therefore, when the truth became
known they would not continue to insist (on
their opinion), and they would accept in joy the
correct opinion that became clarified...
Because from the onset, they did not intend to
disagree other than for the sake of Heaven.

T NIAN NIWN LMY |" win'e
(1805 - 1725 %911 Y7 *omo1 M)
VN7 X7R DNPI7NN NN K7W 197 1D
X7 NnXN DN7 VTINWD D7 ,NNRN
NAIDIN NYTN NNAWA 172", IWRYN!
71707 1> X7 07NN D ...NNann
.0'"Y DYW7 XX
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Mishna Edoyot, chapter 1

(1) Shammai said...and Hillel said...and the
Sages said, not like the words of this and like the
words of that....(4) And why do they record the
opinions of Shammai and Hillel when these do not
prevail? To teach the generations that come after
that none should persist in his opinions, for
indeed, the 'fathers of the world' did not persist in
their opinion....(12) These are the matters that
Beit Hillel reverted to rule in accordance to the
words of Beit Shammai....

N 719 NI'ITY Nd0N Nivn
2701.... IR ‘XY (X)

X7 DINIX D'ONL.... MIX
NATO X7 NTMATD

NX DM an (7). N7
N7017 7701 'Knw MaT
X7v 0'Ran NNIT? ™YY
IM2T 7Y TRy DTX X!
Ty X7 071y NIAX NNy
DMAT 17X (2') :DNMAT 7Y
NN Y70 N NThe

...."KQY N'2 "N2TD

What exactly 'will continue to exist' according to this explanation?

What can be learned from this explanation regarding how to engage in healthy

disagreement?

Explanation #4

Magen Avot, 5:17

(Rabbi Shimon b. Zemach Doran, Majorca — Algeria, 1361
— 1444)

And it is possible to explain that the opinion of
both will continue to exist, the one who forbids
and the one who permits, because both are the
words of the living God. (Eruvin 13b).

nIaxX 7y y"awa'? niax jan
jakh)

DNV "MATY W97 TWOKI

197 ,2'NNNI0IXD L INYpEN!
D''N D'N7X NAT 17N 19RY
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Background sources:

Babylonian Talmud, Eruvin 13b

R. Abba stated in the name of Samuel: For three
years there was a dispute between Beit Shammai
and Beit Hillel, the former asserting, ‘The halakha
is in agreement with our views’ and the latter
contending, ‘The halakha is in agreement with our
views’. Then a bat kol (a Heavenly voice) issued
announcing, ‘[The utterances of] both are the
words of the living G-d, but the halakha is in
agreement with the rulings of Beit Hillel’. Since,
however, both are the words of the living G-d’ what
was it that entitled Beit Hillel to have the halakha
fixed in agreement with their rulings? Because they
were kindly and modest, they studied their own
rulings and those of Beit Shammai.

a"y a' jrantwy 'l
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The following sources are not in the G-dcast, but are relevant

nevertheless.

How did the Ritva understand the possibility that opposite positions can both be

“the words of the living G-d”?

Ritva, Commentary on Eruvin 13b

(Rabbi Yom Tov ben Avraham Asevilli, 1260s-1320s,
Seville, Spain)

[How can it be that] Elu v’elu divrei Elohim chaim —
(These and These are the words of the Living G-d)?
The Rabbis of France (Rabenu Peretz, d. 1296,
Curvalle, France) of blessed memory, asked: How can it
be that both of them spoke the words of the Living G-d,
yet one side said [for example, an object is] forbidden,
and one said it is permissible?

They resolved it by noting that when Moshe went up to
the heights to receive the Torah, it was shown to him 49
reasons why something is permissible, and 49 reasons
why it is forbidden. He asked the Holy One Blessed Be
He about this, and was told that this is left to the sages
of Israel in every generation, and the ruling will be as

nodon X"av"n 'YIT'n

A TNV A' 9T j'an'y
"Drn 0PR NAT TN PR"
RN = 2T NOX 1M1 17RY
M2T DNV IN'Y TWOX
NTI0IN NT1,0"N D'AYX
3'nn

nwNn n72uwd D IXIMI
NN 7277 oNnY

72T T D 17 kN
D19 V"NI NI0'X7 019 V'N
by

NI, DT 2V NMpn IRw
M1N7 110N NT XN'Y
e

DY DT T 702w

they decide.

.0NINd

Midrash Psalms, 12

Rabbi Yanai said: The Torah was not given in a
clear cut manner, rather on every statement G-d
said to Moses, He would say forty-nine reasons the
matter could be pure, and forty-nine reasons why
the matter could be impure. He (Moses) said to
Him, ‘Master of the Universe, when will we know
the truth of the matter?’ He said to him (Moses):
‘Go according to the majority: if the majority rules it
is impure — it is impure, if the majority rules it is
pure — it is pure.

a' it (han) o'™7an waTn
[(x"y 22) 2:7 "y TN0 'Mrvin']
NN M2T NN XY 'K X
N'WAINT 7 W XN DN
ANIN D' NWNY 0"agn mix
,Nn0 D019 VNI NNV 019 BN
mn TV 071V 7w 11120 1197 X
N7 KR ,NAT W NN T
['XN0LNN 121 ,NIVN7 D21 NX
LIN0 [N0AN 10 ,KN0

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Young students in
the times of Saul, David and Samuel knew how to
study the Torah with forty-nine reasons to rule a
matter pure and forty-nine reasons to rule that the
same matter was impure.

I'NY NIZI'N K 17 2 vwIint
I'n 7RIy Ml TIT 7IRY '
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Tosefta, Sota 7:12

(2" Century CE, Land of Israel)

If one should say, “Since Beit Shammai renders
impure and Beit Hillel renders pure, this one
forbids and this one permits, why should | learn
Torah? For this the verse states (superfluously)
'words, the words, these are the words' All the
words were given from a single shepherd; a
single G-d created them, one Provider gave
them, the Lord of all deeds, blessed be He. They
said, so too should you make for yourself a heart
of many rooms, and enter into it the words of
Beit Shammai and the words of Beit Hillel, the
words of those who declare a matter impure, and
those who declare it pure.

T 719 NVIO XNO0IN
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What exactly 'will continue to exist' according to this explanation?

What can be learned from this explanation regarding how to engage in healthy

disagreement?
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