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Babylonian Talmud, Brachot 27b
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It has been taught:

R. Eleazar says: One who prays behind his
master, and one who gives greeting to his
master and one who returns a greeting to his
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master and one who disputes the Academy BTl isata)
of his master and one who says something
which he has not heard from his master
causes the Divine Presence to depart from
Israel!
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Song of Songs Rabbah, Parasha 1
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The Bet Midrash of R. Eliezer was shaped like
an arena, and in it was a stone which was
reserved for him to sit on.

Once R. Joshua came in and began kissing
the stone, saying: This stone is like Mount
Sinai, and the one who sits on it is like the
Ark of the Covenant!
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Bamibar Rabbah, Parsha 19
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R. Aha said in the name of R. Hanina: When
Moses ascended to heaven he heard the
voice of the Holy One, blessed be He, as He
sat studying the section dealing with the Red
Heifer, and quoting the law in the name of
its author- "...thus R. Eliezer says: the broken
necked calf must be a year old and the Red
Heifer must be two years old.

Said Moses to Him: Sovereign of the
Universe! May it be Thy will that this scholar
come from my loins!

Said He to him: By your life, he will come
from your loins! Hence it is written: "and the
name of the one was Eliezer"- the name of
that gifted one.
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Babylonian Talmud, Sukka 28a
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Our Rabbis have taught: It happened that
R. Eliezer passed the Sabbath in the Upper
Galilee, and they asked him for thirty
decisions in the laws of Sukkah. Of twelve
of these he said, ‘I heard them [from my
teachers]’; of eighteen he said, ‘Il have not
heard’.

R. Jose b. Judah said, Reverse the

words: Of eighteen he said, ‘| have heard
them’, of twelve he said, ‘I have not heard
them’.

They said to him, 'Are all your words only
reproductions of what you have heard?’

He answered them, ‘You wish to

force me to say something which | have not
heard from my teachers!

During all my life no man was earlier than
myself in the bet midrash, | never slept or
dozed in the bet midrash, nor did | ever
leave a person in the bet midrash when |
went out, nor did | ever utter mundane
speech, nor have | ever in my life said a thing
which I did not hear from my teachers’.
They said concerning R. Johanan b. Zakkai
that during his whole life he never uttered
profane talk, nor walked four cubits
without [studying the] Torah or without
Tefillin, nor was any man earlier than he in
the bet midrash, nor did he sleep or doze in
the bet midrash, nor did he meditate in filthy
alleyways, nor did he leave anyone in the
college when he went out, nor did anyone
ever find him sitting in silence, but only
sitting and learning, and no one but himself
ever opened the door to his disciples, he
never in his life said anything which he had
not heard from his teacher, and, except on
the eve of Passover and on the eve of the
Day of Atonement, he never said, ‘It is

time to arise from the studies at the bet
midrash’; and so did his disciple R. Eliezer
conduct himself after him.

27932 DWW Y YK 2372 AWYH 1337 1IN
n13%732 N15%7 DWRW MR, 110Ya
TN P NYNW 0% MR TIWY 2°NW L7510
SNYNw 82,072 MR WY

,0771277 1971 IR T 772 907 27
WY 0N L,PNYHY DY IR WY 1N
—.onynw XY oY xR

2YIDW DM RYX 1R 727 95 119 1R

MYNW ROW 127 112 *1NPRIN 107 PR
2N137 951

MNIW> XD7.WITNT N°22 OIX *I0Tp K2 100
ORIV NPW XD Yap nPw XD wITHT N33
X?7,°NRX"1 W7 132 0IR *NNIT XD
XPW 927 *NINR X1, 790 NPw nnw
.01V 927 751 NYNY

X2 11991 :9R3T 12 107 127 5Y 1Y 1IN
X2 NIDKR YIIR 97 X2, 190 nvw nw
N°232 07X MTP XYY, P27ON ’D3I 7N

Yap nPw XY WITHT N33 (W7 XD WIINHT
NIRIANI AT KDY ,PRIY NPW XD

,R¥%) WM N33 DI M3 RDY,NIDNONT
LW AW ROR QNITI AW DTN IREM KD
X377 XX 171702 N7 07X NND X

137 °D1 YW RDPW 937 KR XDY,I0%Y2
nPan TINY? DY Y237 IR X21,09990

DY’ °27¥1 210D *2IYN PIN WA
313790 IYYR 239 707 197 .0°71807
IR




5.

Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 59a-b
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We learnt elsewhere: If he cut it into
separate tiles, placing sand between each
tile: R. Eliezer declared it clean, and the
Sages declared it unclean and this was the
oven of 'Akhnai.

What [is the meaning of] 'Akhnai?

Said Rab Judah in Samuel's name: [This
means] that they encompassed it with
arguments as a snake (akhna), and proved it
unclean.

It has been taught: On that day R. Eliezer
brought forward every imaginable argument,
but they did not accept them.

Said he to them: 'If the halachah agrees with
me, let this carob-tree prove it!"

Thereupon the carob-tree was torn a
hundred cubits out of its place — others
affirm, four hundred cubits.

'No proof can be brought from a carob-tree,’
they retorted.

Again he said to them: 'If the halachah
agrees with me, let the stream of water
prove it!'

Whereupon the stream of water flowed
backwards —

'No proof can be brought from a stream of
water,' they rejoined.

Again he urged: 'If the halachah agrees with
me, let the walls of the bet midrash prove it,'
whereupon the walls inclined to fall.

But R. Joshua rebuked them, saying: 'When
scholars are engaged in a halachic dispute,
who are you to interfere?"

Hence they did not fall, in honor of R.
Joshua, nor did they resume an upright
position, in honor of R. Eliezer; and they are
still standing thus inclined.

Again he said to them: 'If the halachah
agrees with me, let it be proved from
Heaven!'

Whereupon a Heavenly Voice

cried out: 'Why do you dispute with R.
Eliezer, seeing that in all matters the
halachah agrees with him!'

But R. Joshua arose and exclaimed: "It is not
in heaven"!

What did he mean by this? — Said R.
Jeremiah: Since the Torah has already been
given at Mount Sinai; we pay no attention to
a Heavenly Voice, because Thou hast long
since written in the Torah at Mount Sinai,
"After the majority must one incline."
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R. Nathan met Elijah and asked him: What
did the Holy One, Blessed be He, do in that
hour? —

He replied: He smiled and said,'My sons have
defeated Me, My sons have defeated Me.

It was said: On that day all objects which R.
Eliezer had declared clean were brought and
burnt in fire. Then they took a vote and
excommunicated him.

Said they, 'Who shall go and inform him?'

'l will go," answered R. Akiba, 'lest an
unsuitable person go and inform him, and
thus destroy the whole world.'

What did R. Akiba do? He donned black
garments and wrapped himself in black, and
sat at a distance of four cubits from him.

'Akiba,' said R. Eliezer to him, 'what has
particularly happened to-day?'

'Master,' he replied, 'it appears to me that
thy companions hold aloof from thee.'

Thereupon he too rent his garments, put off
his shoes, removed [his seat] and sat on the
earth, whilst tears streamed from his eyes.
The world was then smitten: a third of the
olive crop, a third of the wheat, and a third
of the barley crop. Some say, the dough in
women's hands swelled up.

A Tanna taught: Great was the calamity that
befell that day, for everything at which R.
Eliezer cast his eyes was burned up.

R. Gamaliel too was travelling in a ship, when
a huge wave arose to drown him. 'It appears
to me,' he reflected, 'that this is on account
of none other but R. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus.'
Thereupon he arose and exclaimed
Sovereign of the Universe! Thou knowest full
well that | have not acted for my honor, nor
for the honor of my paternal house, but for
Thine, so that strife may not multiply in
Israel! 'At that the raging sea subsided.

Ima Shalom was R. Eliezer's wife, and sister
to R. Gamaliel. From the time of this incident
onwards she did not permit him to fall upon
his face. Now a certain day happened to be
New Moon, but she mistook a full month for
a defective one. Others say, a poor man
came and stood at the door, and she took
out some bread to him. [On her return] she
found him fallen on his face. 'Arise,' she cried
out to him, 'thou hast slain my brother!'
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In the meanwhile an announcement was
made from the house of Rabban Gamaliel
that he had died. 'Whence dost thou know
it?' he asked her.

'l have a tradition from my father's house: All
gates are locked, excepting the gates of
wounded feelings.'
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It is taught: Once R. Yose b. Durmaskith went
to pay his respects to R. Eliezer at Lod. He
said to him: What new thing was taught in
bet midrash today?

He replied: They decided by vote that in
Ammon and Moab the tithe of the poor
should be given in the seventh year.

Said [R. Eliezer] to him: Yose, stretch forth
your hands and receive your eyes.

He stretched forth his hands and received his
eyes.

R. Eliezer wept and said: "The counsel of the
Lord is with them that fear Him, and His
covenant, to make them know it."

He said to him: Go, say to them: Be not
concerned about your voting, thus have |
received a tradition from Rabban Johanan b.
Zakkai, who heard [it] from his teacher, and
his teacher from his teacher, that it is a
Halachah of Moses from Sinai that in
Ammon and Moab the tithe of the poor is to
be given in the seventh year...

It is taught: When his mind was calmed, he
said: May it be granted that Yose's eyes be
restored.

And they were.
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