Mishna Brachot 2: 5-8
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(5) A bridegroom is exempt from reciting
the shema from the first night

until the end of the Sabbath, if he has

not consummated the marriage.

It happened that when Rabban Gamliel
married he recited the shema on the first
night.

His disciples said to him, “Our master, have
you not taught us that a bridegroom is
exempt from the recital of the shema?”
He replied to them, “l will not listen to you
to remove from myself the Kingship of
Heaven even for a moment.”

(6) [Rabban Gamliel] bathed on the first
night after the death of his wife.

His disciples said to him, “Have you not
taught us, our master, that a mourner is
forbidden to bathe?”

He replied to them, “l am not like other men,
| am very delicate.”

(7) When Tavi his slave died, he accepted
condolences for him.

His disciples said to him, “Have you not
taught us, our master, that condolences are
not accepted for slaves?”

He replied to them, “My slave Tavi was not
like other slaves; he was a good man.”

(8) If a bridegroom desires to recite the
shema on the first night, he may do so.
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, Not
everyone who desires to assume the name
may do so.
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2.

Babylonian Talmud Horayot 10a-b
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..as is illustrated in the case of R.

Gamaliel and R. Joshua. They once

traveled on board a ship. R. Gamaliel had
with him some bread only, while R. Joshua
had with him bread and flour. When R.
Gamaliel's bread was consumed he
depended on R. Joshua's flour.

'Did you know', the former asked him, 'that
we should be so much delayed that you
brought flour with you?'

The latter answered him, 'A certain

star rises once in seventy years and leads the
sailors astray, and | suspected it might rise
and lead us astray.'

'You possess so much knowledge', the
former said to him, 'and yet must travel on
board a ship!'

The other replied, 'Rather than be surprised
at me, marvel at two disciples you have on
land, R. Eleazar Hisma and R. Johanan b.
Gudgada, who are able to calculate how
many drops there are in the sea, and yet
have neither bread to eat nor raiment to put
on!

He decided to appoint them,

and so when he landed he sent for them,
but they did not come. He sent for them a
second time and when they came he said to
them, 'Do you imagine that | offer you
rulership? It is servitude that | offer you; as it
is said, "And they spoke to him saying: If
thou wilt be a servant unto this people this
day"
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Mishna Rosh Hashana 2:8-9
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Rabban Gamliel used to have images of the
moon on a tablet and hanging on

the wall of his upper chamber which he
would show those unlearned and say:

Did it look like this or this?

It once happened that two [witnesses] came
and testified: We saw it in the morning [of
the twenty-ninth] in the east, and in the
evening [of the thirtieth] in the west.

Said Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri: they are false
witnesses!

However, when they came to Yavnah,
Rabban Gamliel accepted their

testimony.

On another occasion two witnesses came
and testified: We saw it in its expected

time [on the night preceeding the thirtieth]
but on the night of its intercalation

[the thirty-first] it was not seen, and Rabban
Gamliel accepted their testimony.

Said Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas: They are false
witnesses! How can they testify

that a woman has given birth when on the
next day her belly is still between her teeth?
Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: | see your
words.

Rabban Gamliel sent to him: | decree upon
you that you come to me with your staff and
money on the day which according to

you will be Yom Kippur.

Rabbi Akivah went and found him in great
distress, he said to him, | can bring you proof
that whatever Rabban Gamliel has done is
valid for it says: “The following are God's
appointed holy days that you will designate
in their appointed times”, -whether they are
designated in their proper time, or not at
their proper time, | have no holy days save
these.

He came to Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas who
said to him: If we question the ruling of the
Bet Din of Rabban Gamliel we must question
the ruling of every Bet Din from thetimes of
Moshe up to the present day as it says: “And
Moshe ascended with Aharon Nadav and
Avihu, and the seventy elders of Israel” .
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Why weren't the names of the elders
specified?

To show that every group of three [sages],
that form a Bet Din, is considered as

the Bet Din of Moshe and Aharon

He took his staff and his money and went to
Yavneh to Rabban Gamliel on the day of Yom
Kippur according to his calculation.

Rabban Gamliel rose and kissed him on his
head and said to him: Come in peace my
master and my disciple, my master in
wisdom and my disciple because you have
accepted my words.
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Babylonian Talmud Rosh Hashana 25a
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R. AKIBA WENT AND FOUND HIM IN

GREAT DISTRESS.

The question was asked,

Who was in distress? Was R. Akiba in
distress or was R. Joshua in distress? —
Come and hear, since it has been taught: ‘R.
Akiba went and found R. Joshua while he
was in great distress.

He said to him, Master, why are you in
distress?

He replied: Akiba, it were better for a man to
be on a sick-bed for twelve months than that
such an injunction should be laid on him!

He said to him, [Master,] will you allow me
to tell you something which you yourself
have taught me?

He said to him, Speak.

He then said to him: The text says, ‘you’,
‘you’, ‘you’, three times, to indicate that
‘you’ [may fix the festivals] even if you err
inadvertently, ‘you’, even if you err
deliberately, ‘you’, even if you are misled.
He replied to him in these words: ‘Akiba, you
have comforted me, you have comforted

’

me'.
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Babylonian Talmud Rosh Hashana 25a-b
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HE THEN WENT TO R. DOSA B.

HARKINAS, etc. Our Rabbis taught: Why
were not the names of these elders
mentioned? So that a man should not say, Is
So-and-so like Moses and Aaron? Is So-andso
like Nadab and Abihu? Is So-and-so like
Eldad and Medad?

Scripture also says, "And Samuel said to the
people, It is the Lord that made Moses and
Aaron" and it says [in the same passage],
"And the Lord sent Jerubaal and Bedan and
Jepthah and Samuel." Jerubaal is Gideon.
Why is he called Jerubaal? Because he
contended with Baal. Bedan is Samson. Why
is he called Bedan? Because he came from
Dan. Jepthah is Jepthah.

It says also: "Moses and Aaron among his
priests and Samuel among them that call on
his name". [We see therefore that] the
Scripture places three of the most
guestionable characters on the same level
as three of the most estimable characters, to
show that Jerubaal in his generation is like
Moses in his generation, Bedan in his
generation is like Aaron in his generation,
Jepthah in his generation is like Samuel in his
generation, [and] to teach you that the most
worthless, once he has been appointed a
leader of the community, is to be accounted
like the mightiest of the mighty.
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Babylonian Talmud Rosh Hashana 25a
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It has been taught: Rabban

Gamaliel said to the Sages: This formula has
been handed down to me from the house of
my father's father: Sometimes it [the moon]
traverses [the heavens] by a long course and
sometimes by a short course.

R. Johanan said: What is the reason of the
house of Rabbi? Because it is written, "Who
appoints the moon for seasons, the sun
knows its path". It is the sun which

knows its path, but the moon does not know
its path.

R. Hiyya once saw the [old] moon in the
heavens on the morning of the twenty-ninth
day. He took a clod of earth and threw it at
it, saying, Tonight we want to sanctify you,
and are you still here! Go and hide yourself.
Rabbi thereupon said to R. Hiyya, Go to En
Tob and sanctify the month, and send me
the watchword, ‘David king of Israel is alive
and vigorous'.
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7.

Rashi's commentary to the Talmud
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David King of Israel- was likened to the moon
as it says " His seed will be forever and his
throne is like the sun before Me, like the
moon, which is established forever."
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Bavli, Berachot 27b
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It is related that a certain disciple came
before R. Joshua and asked him, Is the
evening Tefillah compulsory or optional?
He replied: It is optional.

He then presented himself before Rabban
Gamaliel and asked him: Is the evening
Tefillah compulsory or optional?

He replied: It is compulsory.

But, he said, did not R. Joshua tell me that it
is optional?

He said: Wait till the warriors enter the Beth
ha-Midrash.

When the warriors came in, someone rose
and inquired, Is the evening Tefillah
compulsory or optional?

Rabban Gamaliel replied: It is compulsory.
Said Rabban Gamaliel to the Sages: Is there
anyone who disputes this?

R. Joshua replied to him: No.

He said to him: Did they not report you to
me as saying that it is optional?

He then went on: Joshua, stand up and let
them testify against you!

And that disciple was R. Simeon b. Yohai.
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