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Talmud Bavli Berachot 35b
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Our Rabbis taught: "And you shall gather in
your corn." What is to be learnt from these
words?

Since it says, "This book of the law shall not
depart from your mouth,"- | might think that
this injunction is to be taken literally.
Therefore it says, 'And thou shalt gather in
thy corn', which implies that you are to
conduct yourself with them in the way of the
world. This is the view of R. Ishmael.

R. Simeon b. Yohai says: Is that possible?

If a man plows in the plowing season, and
sows in the sowing season, and reaps in the
reaping season, and threshes in the
threshing season, and winnows in the season
of wind, what is to become of the Torah?
Rather, when Israel perform the will of the
Omnipresent, their work is performed by
others, as it says. "And strangers shall stand
and feed your flocks., etc". and when Israel
do not perform the will of the Omnipresent
their work is carried out by themselves, as it
says,"And thou shalt gather in thy corn".

Nor is this all, but the work of others also is
done by them, as it says. "And thou shalt
serve thine enemy, etc."

Said Abaye: Many have followed the words
of R. Ishmael, and were successful; others
have followed R. Simeon b. Yohai and were
not successful.
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R. Shimon said: When walking on the road
and studying, if one interrupts ones learning
and says "How fine is this tree!" or "How fine
is this ploughed field!" Scripture considers
him as if he was liable with his life!
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Talmud Bavli Sukka 45b
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Hezekiah further stated in the name of R.
Jeremiah who said it in the name of R.
Simeon b. Yohai, | have seen the sons of
heaven and they are but few. If there be a
thousand, | and my son are among them; if a
hundred, | and my son are among them; and
if only two, they are | and my son.
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Talmud Bavli Shabbat 33b
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For R. Judah, R. Jose, and R. Simeon were
sitting, and Judah, a son of proselytes, was
sitting near them.

R. Judah commenced [the discussion] by
observing, 'How fine are the works of this
people! They have made streets, they have
built bridges, they have erected baths.'

R. Jose was silent.

R. Simeon b. Yohai responded and said, 'All
that they made they made for themselves!
they built market-places, to set harlots in
them; baths, to rejuvenate themselves;
bridges, to levy tolls for them.'

Now, Judah the son of proselytes went and
related their talk, which reached the
government.

They decreed: Judah, who exalted [us], shall
be exalted, Jose, who was silent, shall be
exiled to Sepphoris; Simeon, who censured,
shall be executed!

He and his son went and hid themselves in
the Beth Hamidrash, [and] his wife brought
them bread and a mug of water to eat.
When the decree became more severe he
said to his son, Women are of unstable
temperament: she may be put to the torture
and expose us.'

So they went and hid in a cave.

A miracle occurred and a carob-tree and a
water well were created for them. They
would strip their garments and sit up to their
necks in sand. The whole day they studied;
when it was time for prayers they robed and
covered themselves, prayed, and then put
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off their garments again, so that they should
not wear out.

Thus they dwelt twelve years in the cave.
Then Elijah came and stood at the entrance
to the cave and exclaimed, Who will inform
the son of Yohai that the emperor is dead
and his decree annulled?

They emerged.

Seeing a man plowing and sowing, they
exclaimed, 'They forsake life eternal and
engage in life temporal!’

Whatever they cast their eyes upon was
immediately burnt up.

Thereupon a Heavenly Echo came forth and
cried out, 'Have you emerged to destroy My
world?! Return to your cave!'

So they returned and dwelt there twelve
months, saying, 'The punishment of the
wicked in Gehenna is [limited to] twelve
months.'

A Heavenly Echo then came forth and said,
'Go forth from your cave!

They emerged. Wherever R. Eleazar struck,
R. Simeon healed.

Said he to him, 'My son! You and | are
sufficient for the world.'

On the eve of the Sabbath before sunset
they saw an old man holding two bundles of
myrtle and running at twilight.

What are these for?' they asked him.

'They are in honor of the Sabbath,' he
replied.

'But one should suffice you'? —

One is for 'Remember-' and one for
'Observe.

Said he to his son, 'See how precious are the
commandments to Israel.’

Their minds were set at rest.

R. Pinchas b. Ya'ir his son-in-law heard
[thereof] and went out to meet him. He took
him into the baths and massaged his flesh.
Seeing the clefts in his body he wept and the
tears streamed from his eyes. 'Woe to me
that | see you in such a state!' he cried out.
'Happy are you that you see me thus,' he
responded, 'for if you did not see me in such
a state you would not find me thus!

For originally, when R. Simeon b. Yohai
raised a difficulty, R. Phinehas b. Ya'ir would
give him thirteen answers, whereas
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subsequently when R. Phinehas b. Ya'ir
raised a difficulty, R. Simeon b. Yohai would
give him twenty-four answers.

Since a miracle has occurred, said he, let me
go and amend something, for it is written,
"and Jacob came whole [to the city of
Shechem]", which Rab interpreted.-Bodily
whole [sound], financially whole, and whole
in his learning. "And he was gracious to the
city"- Rab said: He instituted coinage for
them. Samuel said: He instituted markets for
them; R. Johanan said: He instituted baths
for them.

Is there ought that requires amending? he
asked.

There is a place of doubtful uncleanness, he
was informed, and priests have the trouble
of going round it.

Said he: Does any man know that there was
a presumption of cleanness here?

A certain old man replied, Here [R. Johanan]
b. Zakkai cut down lupines of terumah.

So he did likewise. Wherever it (the ground]
was hard he declared it clean, while
wherever it was loose he, marked it out.
Said a certain old man. The son of Yohai has
purified a cemetery!

Said he, Had you not been with us, even if
you have been with us but did not vote, you
might have said well. But now that you were
with us and voted with us, It will be said,
[Even] whores paint one another; how much
more so scholars!

He cast his eye upon him, and he died.

Then he went out into the street and saw
Judah, the son of proselytes: 'That man is
still in the world!" he exclaimed.

He cast his eyes upon him and he became a
heap of bones.

»> 7107 ,°737°D 101N I°R 12 OMID

- X*WIP PR 12 OAID ¥27 Wpn M
M 12 TIWAW 237 7Y PR I
2PI°D NYIINT PIWY

271K - RD1 WONINPRI POKRIT 0K
X2%1 (37 NPWRI2) 2°NOT XN PRNR
0%w 19732 0YW : 27 IMRI -05W 2Py’
*1D DX 77777907302 29w ,133m3
,0777 7P°N Ya0n :37 0K -V
¥277,073 1P°N DPIW : IR PRI
.07 7P°N NIRRT IR [0

- 2°13pNY *¥27 RNY21 RO : NN
PDD 172 NPRT RNIIT RI*KR : 772 1INKR
0°3179% XYY 177 DRI, IRV
JDIPRY

X7 PIANPKRT Y77 WK RIOR : INX
YX P 183 : R0 RITT 772 MK 27770
770 %0170 °XOT 72

- SWp M7 R 93,2377 "0 1K 73V
PR - 9D TINT KON 97,770
N3 °11° 12 77°Y : K20 RITT IOX

— 1nMapn

L0 07 (XD) M909OR 1% IR

MDY - 13Y NI X271 13y 07277 1275K)
N°1917 1INY NPAW PWOY INIX DR
,77 IR 37 N1D3757 NINT : 1R 110V
°2 2777 279w 95 XY 0°150 *TNYN
JPWDI NN Py

,0°73 72 AT 71, RPIWY b3
209192 M2 W PUIY IR

INXY YW 93 1w, 177y 12 103




5

Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 1:2
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R. Shimon b. Yochai said:

Had | stood there at Sinai when the Torah
was given to Israel, | would have asked
before God that He create two mouths for
each person- one with which to study Torah,
and the other for all his other requirements.
Then he changed his opinion and said: As the
world can barely exist with the evil that man
does with one mouth, all the more so if he
had two!
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