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Lecture #1
Young David. A Male Cinderella




‘IThen Samuel asked esse, “Are these all the
boys you have?” e replied, “There is still the
youngest; he is tending the flock.” And Samuel
said to Jesse, “Send someone to bring him, for
we will not bsit down to eat? until he gets
here.” 1280 they sent and brought him. He was
b-ruddy-cheeked, bright-eyed, and hand-
some. And the Lorp said, “Riseand anointhim,
for this is the one.” 13Samuel took the homn of
oil and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the Lorp gripped
David from that day on. Samuel then set out
for Ramah.

MNow the spirit of the Lorp had departed
from Saul, and aa evil spirit from the Lorp be-
gan to terrify him. 158aul’s courtiers said to him,
“An evil spirit of God is terrifying you. 16Let our
lord give the order [and] the courtiers in at-
tendance on you will Jook for someone who is
skitled at playing the lyre; whenever the evil
spirit of God comes over you, he will play it¥
and you will feel better.” 1750 Saul said to his
courtiers, “Find me someone who canrplay well
and bring him to me.” 3#0ne of the attendants
spoke up, “I have observed a son of Jesse the

' Bethiehemite who is skilled in music; heisa stai-
wart fellow and a warrior, sensible iri speech,
and handsome in appearance, and the Lorp is

© with him.” Girwﬁcwcu Saul sent messengers
ta Jesse to say, “Send me your son David, who
is with the flock.” esse tock *an ass [laden
with]-Pbread, a skin of wine, and a kid, and sent
them to Saul by his son David. 2150 David came
to Saul and entered his service; [Saul] took a-
strong liking to him and made him one of his
arms-bearers. 228aul sentword to Jesse, “Let Da-
vid remain in my service, for I am pleased with
him.” 28Whenever the {evil] spirit of God came
upon Saul, David would take the lyre and play
it;® Saul would find relief and feel better, and
the evil spirit would leave him.
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345amuel then departed for Ramah, and Saul
went up to his home at Gibeah of Saul.
355ammuel never saw Saul again to the day of
hisdeath. But Samuel grieved over Saul, because
the Lorp regretted that He had made Saul king
over [stael. tAnd the Lorp said to Sam-
mv @ uel, “How long will you grieve over Saul,
since 1 have rejected him as king over Is-
rael Fill your horn with oil and set ouf; I am
sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for Thave
decided on one of his sons to be king.” 25amuel
replied, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he
will kill me.” The Lorp answered, “Take 2 heifer

with you, and say, ‘T have come to sacrifice to
the Lorp.” 3avite Jesse to the sacrificial feast,
and then T will make known to you what you
shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I point
out to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lorp com-
manded. When he came to Bethlehem, the el-
ders of the city went out in alarm to meet him
and said, “Do you come on a peaceful errand?”
5*Yes,” he replied, “I have come to sacrifice to
the Lorp. Purify yourselves and join me in the
sacrificial feast.” He also instructed Jesse and his
sons to purify themselves and invited them to
the sacrificial feast.

6When they arrived and he saw Eliab, he
thought: “Surely the Lors’sanointed stands be-
fore Him.” 7But the Lorp said to Samuel, “Pay
no attention to his appearance or his stature,
for I have rejected him. For not as man sees
{does the Lorp see];# man sees only what is
visible, but the Lorp sees into the heart”
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass
before Samuel; but he said, “The Loro has not
chosen this one either.” 9Next Jesse presented
Shammal; and again he said, “The Lorp has
not chosen this one either.” 19Thus Jesse pre-
sented seven of his sons before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lorp has not chosen
any of these.”

Jwewwzg,ﬁngﬁusgwﬁz
Y Y ey
bukynr niknb DRy oKy
D SRy ZROTE A By
TR OPZanTE DR M Ry
T s STy Pty
K ety Skmwtor i %G
Forn VADKN K1 ARYOK Damn
AW A2 Pl R Ko Yoy
% M3 TR HnPTINT wrK
ypuy PR PR wﬁu& RN 2 7R
3me T RN e T Ty

PR Eh

3

MY ATy AR T2 R gl

R

Sy mND WY AR KR

R "5 PTG IGYRTIPK s TR
K, Ay wyme .J&z AR
T By MR Kam T SR WK

qpsia T oK MR T Wl
MK Y mary oty o mens
YIpT TN NK DNKY WTpnT

Y TT? KT TN WK

cd T

Jﬁ%ﬁ u.»n._"uz..jwh XM Uwﬁuu e

AT a7 mwn mm T Ak
&5 ITRIOK pInth mx.‘ﬁs,m_x
S K5 13 WPROKRY 2 ADDp TR
s TR DI D omen Ry

o Syt RO .u.u_uw TIRTY M
piahe) wz.ﬁs aY ATIRYN IWRK

i T F o

W RETe T Ky o

ol T

STtk ATy R iy

T

wﬁsﬁ .aww ™I AYIW P tpym e

T .Muusxm Jﬁq.-wm Ly RN
TTI2KD



Psalm 151 A (Qumran)

'Smatler was I than my brothers, and the youngest of the sons of my father,
*So he made me shepherd of his flock, and ruler over his kids
*My hands have made an instrument , and my fingers a lyre

‘And (so} have I rendered glory to the Lord, thought I, within my soul.

’The mountains do not witness to him, nor do the hills proclaim

“The trees have cherished my words, and the flock my works

"For who can proclaim and who can bespeak, and who can recount the deeds of the
Lord?

*Everything has God seen, everything has he heard and he has heeded.

“He sent his prophet to anoint me, Samuel to make me great;

My Brothers went out to meet him, handsome of figure and appearance.

"Though they were tall of stature, and handsome by their hair

“The Lord God chose them not.
“But he sent and took me from behind the flock, and anointed me with holy oil,

“And he made me leader to his people, and ruler over the sons of his covenant.

Yalkut Hamelkhiri

One said: David was the son of a beloved [woman], and one said: David was the son of a
hated [woman] . . . and [Jesse] had six big sons, and he avoided his wife for three years.
After three years he had a handsome maidservant and he desired her. He said to her: My
daughter, fix yourself up tonight . . . The maidservant went away and said to her mistress:
Save yourself and my soul and my lord from hell. She said to her: What is the matter?
She told her everything. She said to her: My daughter, What can I do that it is now three
years that he has not touched me? She said to her: I will give you advice. Go and fix
yourself up, and also I will do so, and in the evening when he says ‘close the door’—you
slip in and I will go out. So she did. At evening, the maidservant stood and extinguished
the candle, [she] went to close the door, her mistress entered and she left, she spent the
whole night with him and conceived David. And from his love for that maidservant

David emerged much ruddier than his brothers [apparently, this is based on a folk belief



(323

that particularly red babies are the fruit of forbidden desire; see also 1 Sam. 17:42] . ..
After nine months her sons wanted to kill her and her son David because they saw that he
was red. Jesse said to them: Leave him alone; he will be our servant and will tend to the
flocks. The matter waé kept quiet for twenty-eight years, when the Holy One, blessed be
he, said to Samuel: “I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite . . .,” [Jesse] told him:
“there is still the youngest; he is tending the flock.” He told him: “Send someone to bring
him.” When he came, the oil [this is the oil with which kings are anointed] began to swell
and rise up. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Samuel: “. . . anoint him, for this is the
one.” The oil on his head crystallized into jewels and pearls . . . and Jesse and his sons
stood in great fear, They said: He did not come but to scorn us and let Israel know that
this son is illegitimate. And the mother of David was happy, inside, but sad, outside.
When [Samuel] raised a glass, they were all happy. Samuel stood and kissed him on his
head and said: “the Lord said to me, ‘You are My son’” (Ps. 2:7). At the same time, his
mother said: “The stone that the builders [habonim] rejected has become the chief
comerstone” (Ps. 118:22). “The sons” [habanim] is written [the word habonim can be
alternatively vocalized, and read, as habanim, and it is the play between those two
readings that the midrash makes use of]. She said: You are a son rejected by your
brothers and now you have become the cornerstone and you have ascended higher than
all. Her sons said to her: “This is the Lord’s doing” (Ps. 118:23), therefore “This is the
day that the Lord has made—Ilet us exult and rejoice on it” (v. 24). (Yalkut Hamekhiri to
Psalms 118:22)
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