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Opening Reflections:  

1. Malachi 3:22-24 

Be mindful of the teaching of My servant Moshe, 
whom I charged at Horev with all of Israel, rules 
and laws.  
 
Behold, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before the coming of the awesome, fearful day 
of the Lord.  
 
He will return the heart of parents onto children 
and heart children onto their parents, so that 
when I come I do not strike the entire land with 
utter destruction.  

יִכְרוּזִ  הִעַבְד  יִאוֹתוִֹבְחֹרֵבִעַל,ִתּוֹרַתִמֹשֶׁ ית  וּ  רִצ  -אֲשֶׁ
ל אֵל-כָּ שְרָּ ים,ִי  ט  שְפָּ יםִוּמ  ִִ.חֻק   

 
כֶׁם יִשֹלֵחִַלָּ נֹכ  נֵהִאָּ יא,ִה  יָּהִהַנָּב  פְנֵיִאֵתִאֵל  בּוֹאִיוֹםִ,ִל 

דוֹל,ִיְהוָּה א,ִהַגָּ ִִ.וְהַנוֹרָּ  
 

יבִ בוֹתִעַל-לֵבוְהֵש  ים-אָּ נ  יםִעַל,ִבָּּ נ  ם-וְלֵבִבָּּ ן,ִאֲבוֹתָּ -פֶׁ
ת יִאֶׁ כֵית  בוֹאִוְה  ם-אָּ ץִחֵרֶׁ רֶׁ אָּ ִִ.הָּ  

Explain the phrase "returning the heart of parents onto children". 

Why does the turning of the heart of parents precede the turning of the heart of children? 

Why is Elijah, with his pathetic track record in peace accords, the one who will reconcile parents 

and children? 

2. Rav Kook - Souls of Chaos – Orot, Zeronim (excerpt) 

…Souls of chaos are greater than the souls 

seeking 'tikun' or perfection.  They are very great. 

They seek more from existence than they are 

capable of assimilating.  They seek a very great 

light. Whatever is limited, whatever is confined 

within a prescribed pace or set measure they are 

unable to tolerate.  

They descended from their divine abode in 

accordance with the nature of existence, to 

generate new life; they soared on high like a flame, 

and were thrust down. Their endless striving knows 

no bounds; they robe themselves in various forms, 

aspiring constantly, to what is beyond the measure 

of the possible.  They aspire and they fall. 

Realizing that they are confined within rules, within 

limiting conditions that forbid expansion toward 

infinite and unlimited horizons, they fall in sorrow, in 

despair and in anger; From anger they decline to 

wickedness, defiance, lowliness ugliness, 

destruction and every other evil.   

נשמותִדתוהוִגבוהותִהןִמנשמותִדתיקון... .ִ
מבקשותִהןִהרבהִמןִ,ִגדולותִהןִמאד

מהִשאיןִהכליםִשלהןִיכוליםִלסבול,ִהמציאות . 
כלִמהִשהואִ,ִמבקשותִהןִאורִגדולִמאד

.ִאינןִיכולותִלשאתו,ִמוקצבִונערך,ִמוגבל  

ירדוִממעלתןִמראשיתִהנטייהִשלִההוויהִ הן
שאיפתן.ִונדעכוהתרוממוִכשלהבתִ,ִלהיוולד  

הנןִמתלבשותִבכליםִ,ִהבלתיִסופיתִלאִתכלה
שואפותִהרבהִיותרִויותר,ִשונים ,ִמהמידה 

.ִשואפותִונופלות  

בתנאיםִמוגבליםִ,ִרואותִשהנןִכלואותִבחוקים
למרומיםִאיןִ,ִנותניםִלהתרחבִלאיןִקץ שאינם

ומתוךִ,ִבחרון,ִבייאוש,ִוהנןִנופלותִבתוגה,ִדי
,ִבכיעור,ִפלותבש,ִבזדון,ִברשע - קצף

.ִבכלִרע,ִבהירוס,ִבתיעוב  

מתגלותִִ-התסיסהִהחיהִשלהןִאיננהִשוקטתִ
הרשעיםִבעליִ.ִפניםִשבדורִ-הןִבעזי

הפושעיםִלהכעיס,ִהפרינציפים ,ִולאִלתאבון 
בחרוִ.ִמאורותִדתוהוִ-נשמתםִגבוההִמאדִ

העולם,ִבהרסִוהנםִמהרסים מתטשטשִעלִ 
.ִידםִוהםִעמו  
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Their lively unrest does not cease – it is revealed in 

the impudent of our generation. These are wicked 

ones who are dedicated in principle, and not by 

weakness, to defiantly transgress conventional 

norms.  Their souls are of a very high stature. They 

are illumined by the light that shines from the realm 

of chaos.   They chose destruction and they are 

engaged in destroying, the world is blurred and 

confused by them, and they with it.   

But the essence of their aspiration is a dimension 

of holiness, that which in other souls who are 

content with measured progress would yield the 

vigor of life. 

The souls inspired by a destructive zeal reveal 

themselves especially in messianic times, before 

the 'labor pains' which precede the emergence of a 

new and more wondrous level of existence, when 

the old boundaries expand, just prior to the birth of 

a norm which is above existing norms.   

In times of redemption 'chutzpa' is on the increase.  

(Talmud Sota) 

A fierce storm rages, more and more breaches are 

breached, acts of audacity and impudence mount, 

as they find no satisfaction in the goodness offered 

by the limited light, since it does not satisfy all their 

yearnings, nor does it unmask the concealed, or 

unravel for them the mystery of existence. It does 

not satisfy their deepest desires. 

They rebel against everything, including also the 

dimension of good that could lead them to a great 

peace and to help them rise to great heights.   They 

rebel and they are indignant, they break and they 

discard. They seek their nourishment in alien 

pastures, embracing alien ideals and desecrating 

everything hallowed, but without finding peace. 

These passionate souls reveal their strength to the 

extent that no fence can hold them back; and the 

weaklings of the established order, who are guided 

by balance and decency, are too terrified to 

contend with them.  Their mood is expressed in 

Isaiah (33:14): “Who among us can dwell with the 

devouring fire? Who among us can dwell with those 

-צונםִהיאִהנקודהאבלִתמציתִהאומץִשישִבר
קודש-של ,ִשכשהיאִנספגתִאלִהנשמות .

-היאִנותנתִלהןִאתִעז,ִהמשוערותִבמהלכן
.ִהחיים  

,ִימים-מתגלותִבאיזהִאחרית ביותרִהן
שקודםִלהווייהִ,ִבתקופהִשלפניִהרתִעולם

בתחוםִשעלִהתרחבותִ,ִונפלאה יציריתִחדשה
.ִבטרםִלדתִחוקִשממעלִלחוקים,ִהגבולים  

'ִסוףִמס)ִ.ברתִחוצפהמתג בעתותיִגאולה
ִ(סוטה  

פרציםִאחרִפרציםִ,ִוסערִמתחוללִהולךִוזועף
חוצפהִמחוצפה,ִיפרצו מאיןִקורתִרוחִ,ִתגדל 

בכלִהאוצרִהטובִשלִהאורִהמוגבלִוהמצומצםִ
,ִאתִכלִהמשאלותִכולם מפניִשאיננוִממלא
מפניִשאיננוִמסלקִאתִכלִהמסכותִמעלִכלִפניִ
ננוִמשביעִשאיננוִמגלהִאתִכלִהרזיםִואי הלוט
.ִאתִכלִהמאוויים  

בחלק,ִבועטותִהןִבכל בגרעיניִהאושרִ,ִהטוב 
המובילִ,ִהמובילִאלִהמנוחהִושלוותִהעולמים

בועטותִ.ִאלִרוממותִנצחיִנצחיםִ ,אלִעדניִעד
יורדותִלרעותִבשדיִ, משברותִומכלות,ִוזועפות

מחללותִגאוןִכלִ,ִמשפיקותִבילדיִנכר ,זרים
.ִצביִואיןִנחת  

הנשמותִהלוהטותִהאלהמראותִהןִ ,ִאתִכחן 
,ִששוםִסיגִוהגבלהִלאִיוכלִלעצורִבעדן

בעליִהשיעור,ִוהחלשיםִשבעולםִהבנוי  
מיִיגורִלנוִאשִ.ִ"מתבהליםִמשאתם,ִוהנימוס

!".ִמיִיגורִלנוִמוקדיִעולם,ִאוכלה  

רקִחטאיםִבעליִ,ִבאמתִלאִהיהִפחד אבל
נפשותִחלושותִוחנפיםִהםִפוחדיםִורעדהִ
כחִזהִ-שגלוי,ִוריִכחִיודעיםאבלִגב .אחזתם
הואִאחדִמהחזיונותִהבאיםִלצורךִשכלולוִשלִ
האדםִ,ִלצורךִאמוץִכוחותיהִשלִהאומה ,עולם
...והעולם  
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who destroy the world?”  

But in truth there is no need to be afraid.  Only 

sinners and those weak in spirit and hypocrites are 

frightened and seized by terror.  Truly heroic spirits 

know that this force is one of the phenomena 

needed for the development of the world, for 

strengthening the power of the nation, of human 

society, and of the world...   

 

 

In what ways, according to Rav Kook are souls of chaos greater than the souls seeking 'tikun' or 

perfection? 

How did Rav Kook relate to the souls of chaos in his time? 

How can we as parents educate the souls of chaos? 

How can we become educated by them?  

Closing Reflections: 

 


