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God spoke to Moses, saying, “Send for you men to scout the land of Canaan, which | am giving
to the children of Israel; send one man from each of their ancestral tribes, each one a chieftain
among them”. Sa Moses, by God’s command, sent them out from the wilderness of Paran, all
men, they were the leaders of the Israel.
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Send for yourself — in your decision, | am not commanding you, if you want then send since
Israel came and said — Let us send people before us as it says And you all gathered to me and
Moshe consulted with the Divine Presence. He said | told them that it is good, as it says | will
take you out of the poverty in Egypt, on your lives | give you the opportunity to make a mistake
in the matter of the spies in order that you will not inherit it.

All men — the word men in the Bible means important and at that point they were worthy.
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Now we should ask: if so, Moses himself sinned in this matter, as itis stated (Deut. 1:23): "And |
approved of the matter.” And why did he say to them about the Land: "Is it good or bad?" (v.
19), since he has been told beforehand that it is good and wide-stretched?
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Furthermore, what did the spies do [bad]? For Moses told them {v. 18): "And look at the
Land, how is it, and at the people that dwell upon it: Is it strong or weak? Is it few-numbered
or many-numbered?” And he said to them about the cities (v. 19): "[Do they dwel] outdoors
or in fortifications?" So, no matter what, they were obliged to answer him on what he
ordered them; what then is their crime and what is their fault when they said to him (v. 28):
"alas! for the people is fierce, and the cities are fortified [and] big"? Did he send them in
order that they testify to him falsehood? Do not think that their crime was their saying "A
fand that consumes its dwellers” (v. 32) alone; for even before they would say that, the
quarrel of Caleb with them took place. Also, it is stated (Deut. 1:28): "Our brethren have
melted our hearts, saying, 'A people too great and too high for us'"
{below, 14:3): "...to fall by the sword, our women and little children will be taken captive.”
But even Moses our master said to their descendants similar things, and exaggerated to
them about the strength of the people and the fortifications of their cities and the power of
the giants, much farther than what the spies told their forefathers, as it is stated (Deut. 9:1-
2): "Listen, O Israel! You are crossing today the Jordan, to enter and inherit nations greater
and more powerful than you, cities great and fortified in the heavens, a nation great and
high, descendants of giants, of whom you know and have heard: who can stand up before
descendants of a giant?" Now if the crime of the spies and their sin was in this manner, who
would he dissuade their descendants as the spies have dissuaded their forefathers?
Furthermore: What was the reason of Moses our master in this mission? If the Land is good
and the people weak — then [all is] well; and if it is bad or the people are strong, does he
intend turning them back to Egypt? But the resolution of the matter is thus: Israel spoke in

etc., and here it is stated

the manner of all who enter to wage war in a foreign land, who usually send men before
them to study the ways and the entrances to the cities; and when they return, the seekers
go at the front of the army to show them the ways, in the manner that it is stated (Jud.
1:24): "Show us please the entrance to the city," and they advise them what city to fight first
and from what side it is easier to conquer the land. Thus they have explicitly said {Deut.
1:22): "And they shall return to us word, the way through which we shall ascend and the
cities” etc.; i.e., the cities which we shall enter first, from where we shall enter the entire
land; and this is proper counsel for all conquerors of lands

Ramban
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When Moses sent them to scout the land of Canaan, he said to them, “Go up there into the
Negeb and on into the hill country, and see what kind of country it is. Are the people who
dwell in it strong or weak, few or many? is the country in which they dwell good or bad? Are
the towns they live in open or fortified:ls the soil rich or poor? Is it wooded or not? And be
strong and take from the fruit of the land.” —And it was the season of the first ripe grapes.
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At the end of forty days they returned from scouting the land. They went straight to Moses
and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran, and they
made their report to them and to the whole community, as they showed them the fruit of
the land. This is what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us to; it does indeed
flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. However, the people who inhabit the country
are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large; moreover, we saw the Anakites
there. Amalekites dwell in the Negeb region; Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites inhabit the hill
country; and Canaanites dwell by the Sea and along the Jordan”. Caleb hushed the people
before Moses and said, “Let us by all means go up, and we shall gain possession of it, for we
shall surely overcome it”. But the men who had gone up with him said, “We cannot attack
that people, for it is stronger than we”. Thus they spread calumnies among the Israelites
about the land they had scouted, saying, “The country that we traversed and scouted is one
that devours its settiers. All the people that we saw in it are men of great size; we saw the
Negphilim there—the Anakites are part of the Nephilim—and we looked like grasshoppers to
ourselves, and so we must have looked to them.”

Numbers 13
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Like strong people to take and not to be afraid of anyone.
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They needed to be strong since they were the days of the grape harvest and the fields were
guarded.

Chizkuni
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Our Sages said that the men hated the Land [of Israel] and said Let us return to Egypt, and
the women loved the Land and said Give us a portion and therefore God said In My epinion
from what | see will happen it would have been better to send women who love the Land
and they would not speak of its imperfections, but you thought that they were appropriate
and that they love the Land and you sent men and that is "for you' but | thought it was
better to send women.

And he said to be strong and take from the fruit since it was the time of the grape harvest
and the owners are particular that others should not take but you should be strong for God
is with you, and Israel are compared to grapes. The time has come for Israel to be redeemed
and the time has come to enter the Land for they have ripened and are complete through
receiving the Torah.
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Moses himself said "and it was good in my eyes” since immediately on entering the
Promised Land the Divine, miraculous leadership finished and from then on the people have
to participate and form their own fate.

What is the Land where they dwell — this is a guestion about the quality of the land as a
human place. Previously it said "and the people who dwell there" that he looked at the
people regardless of the land and asked how the people lived and develop their fand. And
here he asked "and what is the land where they dwell" regarding the population within the
Land and he asked how does the land influence the population there and form their
character, how is the land as a platform for national development. Does it advance or hinder

" the nation's cultural life, spiritual and ethical life. We mention the Sages saying that was

derived from experience, the air of the Land of the Israel gives wisdom,

Be strong — be strong and brave 1o take the fruit publicly, even though the point of the
spying trip would be compromised.



It was the season of the grapes ripening — during the harvest they could justify taking the
fruit, but during the time of the ripening the time for harvest had not yet arrived.

Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch on the Torah
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They went up and scouted the land, from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, at Lebo Chamat.
They went up into the Negev and came to Hebron, where were Ahiman, Sheshai, and
Talmai, the giants. And Hebron was founded seven years before Zoan of Egypt. They reached
the river of Eshkol, and there they cut down a branch with a cluster of grapes and they
carried it on a carrying frame by two of them—and some pomegranates and figs. That place
was named the river of Eshkol because of the cluster that the children of israel cut down
there.
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The destruction of Jerusalem came through Kamza and Bar Kamza in this way. A certain man
had a friend called Kamza and an enemy called Bar Kamza .

He once made a party and said to his servant, Go and bring Kamza. The man went and
brought Bar Kamza. When the man found him there he said, Since you are the enemy of that
man what are you doing here? Get out. Said the other: Since { am here, let me stay, and | will
pay you for whatever | eat and drink. He said, | won't, Then let me give you half the cost of
the party. No, said the other. Then et me pay for the whole party. He still said, No, and he
took him by the hand and threw him out. Said the other, Since the Rabbis were sitting there
and did not stop him, this shows that they agreed with him. | will go and inform against
then, to the Government. He went and said to the Emperor, The Jews are rebelling against
you. He said, How can | tell? He said to him: Send them an offering and see whether they will
offer it. So he sent with him a fine calf. While on the way he made a blemish on its upper lip,
or as some say on the white of its eye, in a place where we count it a blemish but they do
not. The Rabbis were inclined to offer it in order not to offend the Government. Said Rav
Zechariah ben Avkolus to them: People will say that blemished animals are offered on the



altar. They then proposed to kill him so that he should not go and inform against them, but
Rav Zecharfah ben Avkolus sald to them, They will say one who makes a blemish on
consecrated animals must be put to death? Rabbi Yochanan thereupon remarked: The
humility of Rav Zechariah ben Avkulos destroyed our House, burned cur sanctuary and
exiled us from our land.

Gittin 55b — 56a
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A Call for an Elevated View

If you want, man, look at the Divine light in all of the Universe, look at the delicate heavenly
life, how it spreads to each corner of life, spiritual and physical, before your physical eyes
and before your spiritual eyes. Watch the wonders of creation, their Divine life, not as some
unciear concept, that can barely be seen in the distance, rather as the reality in which you
live. Know yourself, your world, know the thoughts of vour heart, and of every thinker. Find
the source of life within you, and above you, around you, the glory of the beauty of life that
you dwell in. Raise up the love within you to its strong and beautiful root, spread it out to all
directions, to all for whom who feel the soul of all worlds, that only the broken wheel causes
a lessening of its luster. Look at the lights, inside them. Let not the names consume your
soul, the idioms and the letters, they are given over to you and not you to them. Go up high,
ascend, for you have great strength, you have wings of spirit, great eagle's wings. Do not
deny them, lest they deny you, demand them and they will immediately find you.
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