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When Moses sent them to scout the fand of Canaan, he said to themn, “Go up there into the
Negev and ascend the mountain, and see what kind of country it is. Are the people who
dwell in it strong or weak, few or many‘? Is the country in which they dwell good or bad? Are
the towns the&( five in open or fortified? Is the soil rich or poor? is it wooded or not? And
take pains to bring back some of the fruit of the land.”—Now it happened to be the season
of the first ripe grapes. They went up and scouted the land, from the wilderness of Zin to
Rehob, at Lebo-hamat. They went up into the Negev and came to Hebron, where lived
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the Anakites.~~Now Hebron was founded seven years before
Zoan of Egypt—.they reached the wadi Eshcol, and there they cut down a branch with a
single cluster of grapes—it had to be borne on a carrying frame by two of them—and some
pomegranates and figs. That place was named the wadi Eshcol because of the cluster that
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the Israelites cut down there. At the end of forty days they returned from scouting the land.
They went straight to Moses and Aaron and the whole israelite community at Kadesh in the
wilderness of Paran, and they made their report to them and to the whole community, as
they showed them the fruit of the land. This is what they told him: “We came to the land
you sent us to; it does indeed flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. However, the
people who inhabit the country are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large;
moreover, we saw the giants there. Amalekites dweil in the Negev region; Hittites,
Jebusites, and Amorites inhabit the hill country; and Canaanites dwell by the Sea and along
the Jordan”. Caleb hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us by all means go up, and
we shall gain possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it”. But the men who had gone
up with him said, “We cannot attack that people, for it is stronger than we”. And they spoke
evil among the Israelites about the land they had scouted, saying, “The country that we -
traversed and scouted is one that devours its settlers. All the people that we saw in it are
men of great size; we saw the Nephilim there—the giants are part of the Nephilim—and we
looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so we must have looked to them”.

Numbers 13:17-33
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The Rabbis taught: A person may not plaster his house with plaster, but if he mixed sand or
straw into the plaster it is permitted. Rabbi Yehuda says: If he mixed sand into it, it is white
cement and it is prohibited, but if he mixed in straw, it is permitted. The Sages taught: When
the Temple was destroyed a second time, there was an increase in the number of ascetics
among the Jews, whose practice was to not eat meat and to not drink wine, Rabbi Yehoshua
met with them. He said to them: My children, for what reason do you not eat meat and do
you not drink wine? They said to him: Shall we eat meat, from which offerings are sacrificed
upon the altar, and now the altar has ceased to exist? Shall we drink wine, which is poured
as a libation upon the altar, and now the altar has ceased to exist? He said to them: If so, we
will not eat bread either, since the meal-offerings that were offered upon the altar have
ceased. It is possible to survive with fruit. He said to them: We will not eat fruit either, since
the bringing of the first fruits have ceased. It is possible to subsist with other fruit. He said to
them: If so, we will not drink water, since the water libation has ceased. They were silent. He
said to them: My children, come, and t will tell you how we should act. To not mourn at all is
impossible, as the decree was already issued and the Temple has been destroyed. But to
mourn excessively as you are doing is also impossible, as the Sages do not issue a decree
upon the public unless a majority of the public is able to abide by it, as it is written: “You are
cursed with the curse, yet you rob Me, even this whole nation” {(Malachi 3:9). Rather, this is
what the Sages said: A person may plaster his house with plaster, but he must leave over a
small amount in it without plaster to remember the destruction of the Temple. How much is
a small amount? Rav Yosef said: One cubit by one cubit. Rav Hisda said: This should be
opposite the entrance, so that it is visible to all. A person may prepare all that he needs for a
meal, but he must leave out a small item to remember the destruction of the Temple. What
is this small item? Rav Pappa said: Something akin to small, fried fish. A woman may engage
in all of her cosmetic treatments, but she must leave out a small matter to remember the
destruction of the Temple. What is this small matter? Rav said: She does not remove hair
from the place on the temple. As it is stated: “If | forget you, Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget its cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if | remember you not; if |
set not Jerusalem above my highest joy” {Psalms 137:5-6). What is the meaning of: Above
my highest joy? Rav Yitzhak says: This is referring to the burnt ashes that are customarily
placed on the head of bridegrooms. Rav Pappa said to Abaye: Where are they placed? Abaye
replied: On the place where phylacteries are placed, as it is stated: “To appoint to them that
mourn in Zion, to give to them a garland in place of ashes” (Isaiah 61:3). And anyone who
mourns for the destruction of Jerusalem will merit and see its joy, as it is stated: “Rejoice
with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all that love her; }ejoice for joy with her, all that
mourn for her” {Isaiah 66:10). It is taught that Rabbi Yishmae! ben Elisha said: From the day
that the Temple was destroyed, by right, we should decree upon ourselves not to eat meat
and not to drink wine, but the Sages do not issue a decree upon the public unless a majority
of the public is able to abide by it. And from the day that the wicked kingdom spread, who
decree evil and harsh decrees upon us, and nullify Torah study and the performance of
mitzvot for us, and do not allow us to enter the celebration of the first week of a son, and
some say: To enter the celebration of the salvation of a firstborn son; by right we should
each decree upon ourselves not to marry a woman and not to produce offspring, and it will
turn out that the descendants of Abraham our forefather will cease to exist on their own,



but leave the Jews alone and do not impose decrees by which they cannot abide. It is better
that they be unwitting sinners and not be intentiona! wrongdoers.

Baba Batra 60b
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And once Rabban Gamaliel, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah, Rabbi Joshua, and Rabbi Akiva,
were traveling together, when they heard the sound of the crowds of Rome from the
plaza one hundred and twenty mil away. They started to cry, but Rabbi Akiva was
laughing. They said to him Why are you laughing? He said to them And you, why do
you weep? They told him, these heathens who bow down to wood and burn
frankesense to the worship of the stars are living in peace and tranquility. While us,
our house - the footstool of our God is burnt in fire, and we should not cryl? He
responded to them, that is why | am laughing. If this is what happens to those who
transgress His will, how much so to those who fulfill His willl Another time, they
were ascending to Jerusalem, When they came to Mount Scopus, they tore their
clothes. When they reached the Temple Mount, they saw a fox emerging from the
place of the Holy of Holies. They started to cry, but Rabbi Akiva was laughing. The
other sages said to him, Why are you laughing? He said to them, Why do you weep?
They replied The place about which was written (Numbers 1:51) "and the non-Cohen
that draws near shall be put to death", is now a haunt of foxes and we should not
weep!? He replied That is why 1 laugh. It is written (Isaiah 8:2) "and | will take unto
Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zecharizah the son of
Yeberechiahu." Now what was the connection between Uriah and Zechariah? Uriah
was during the period of the First Temple, and Zechariah was during the period of
the Second Temple. Rather, the verse was making the prophecy of Zechariah
dependent on the prophecy of Uriah. Regarding Uriah, it is written, (Micah 3:12)
Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed etc.” Regarding Zechariah it is written
{Zechariah 8:4) "There shall yet old men and old women sit in the broad places of
Jerusalem. Until the prophecy of Uriah was fulfilled, | was afraid that the prophecy of
Zechariah would likewise be unfulfilled. Now that the prophecy of Uriah was fulfilled,
| know that the prophecy of Zechariah will be fulfilled. In this way they answered
him, Akiva, you have consoled us. Akiva, you have consoled us.



Makkot 24
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The nature of the world and of each individual creature, the history of humanity and
every individual person and their actions need to be surveyed in one broad view, as
one entity divided into different paris, and then the light of comprehension quickly
appears that brings to repentance.

Orot Hateshuvah 4:4
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They went up into the Negev: this is the individual story of what happened to the men
who went to the Negev. For, in truth, they did not all go together, but they divided the
couniry into pairs and where able to complete their journey in forty days, and
therefore this verse speaks about the pair who went to the Negev.

Haemek Davar, Numbers ad loc.

TON DYR BN VYN DN TR TNOMmN N2 1197 P2 V7N PN
Ruiya 7’?“; 21 T N7 9 *'m NP

Then Balzk szid to him, “Come with me to another p!ace from Which you can see
them—you will see cnly a portion of z%em you will not see all of them~—-and curse
them for me from there”

Numbers 23:13

The Tisha B’'Av 5777 Day of Learning in sponsored in loving memory of Ben Blutstein "1 by his
family; and in loving memory of Terri R. Mentor 2" by E. Scoft and Jackie Menter

G

E %m o d Think about the environment. Share & recycle seurcesheets.
Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org




