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CHAPTER 12

HILLEL AND SHAMMAI TOOK. OVER FROM THEM. HILLEL SAYS: BE OF
THE DISCIPLES OF AARON, LOVING PEACE AND PURSUING PEACE, LOVING
MANEIND AND DRAWING THEM TO THE TORAH.

HE USED TO SAY: A NAME MADE GREAT IS A NAME DESTROYED. AND
HE 'THAT DOES NOT INCREASE, CEASES. AND HE THAT DOES NOT LEARN
DESERVES TO DIE. AND HE THAT PUTS THE CROWN TO HIS OWN USE SHALL
PERISHL

HE USED TO SAY: IF NOT I FOR MYSELF, WHO THEN? AND BEING FOR
MYSELE, WHAT AM 17 IF NOT NOW, WHEN? 2

peace in Israel between man and man the way Aaron loved

peace in Israel between man and man, as it is said, The Iazfy
of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not fOflnd in
his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and did turn
away many from iniquity (Mal. 2: 6).

Ti)VING pEACE: ? how so? This teaches that one should love

Rabbi Me’ir says: Why does the verse say, And did turn away
many from iniquity? For * when Aaron would walk along the
road and meet an evil or wicked man, he would greet him. On the
morrow if that man sought to commit a transgression, he would
think: “Woe unto me! how shall I }ift my eyes afterward and
look upon Aaren? I should be ashamed before him, for he greeted
me.” And thus that man would refrain from transgression.

So, too, when two men had quarreled with each other, Aaron
would go and sit down with one of them and say to him: “My
son, mark what thy fellow is saying! He beats his breast and tears
his clothing,® saying, ‘Woe unto me! how shall T lift my eyes and
look upon my fellow! I am ashamed before him, for I it is who
treated him foully.””

~He would sit with him until he had removed all rancor from
his heart, and then Aaron would go and sit with the other one and
say to him: “My son, mark what thy fellow is saying! He beats his
breast and tears his clothing,® saying, ‘Woe unto me! how shall I
lift my eyes and look upon my fellow! I am ashamed before him,
for it is who treated him foully.’”

He would sit with him until he had removed all rancor from his
heart. And when the two men met each other, they would em-
brace and kiss each other. That is why (of Aaron’s death) it is
said, They wept for daron thirty days, even all the house of Israel
(Num. 20: 29).

Another interpretation. Why did (all) Israel weep for Aaron
thirty days [while for Moses only the men wept?] Becanse
[Moses] rendered judgment strictly according to the truth; [but
Aaron] ® never said to a man, “Thou hast acted offensively,” or to
a woman, “Thou hast acted offensively.” That is why it is said,
And all the house of Israel wept for him. But of Moses, who re-
proved them with strong words, it is said, 4nd the men of Israel
wept for Moses (Deut. 34: 8). ‘

Moreover, how many thousands there were in Israel named
Aaron! For had it not been for Aaron these children would not
have come into the world.? :



