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Does Tolerance Lead to Indifference?

Tisha B’av as the Antidote to Indifference

Tolerance is another word for indifference.

- W.Somerset Maugham

The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s indifference. And,
the opposite of life is not death, it's indifference. Because of indifference one dies before one actually dies.
- Elie Wiesel, zt7”l

“It may well be that we will have to repent in this generation. Not merely for the vitriolic words and the
violent actions of the bad people, but for the appalling silence and indifference of the good people who sit

»

around and say, "Wait on time.

- Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of
Hope: The Essential Writings and

Speeches’

1) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Taanit 30b

R. Simeon b. Gamaliel says: Anyone who eats or drinks on the Ninth
of Ab is as if he ate and drank on the Day of Atonement.

R. Akiva says: Anyone who does work on the Ninth of Ab will never
see in his work any sign of blessing.

And the Sages say: Anyone who does work on the Ninth of Ab and
does not mourn for Jerusalem will not share in her joy, as it is said,
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all that love her, rejoice
for joy with her, all that mourn for her.

From here they said, anyone who mourns for Jerusalem merits to
share in her joy, and anyone who does not mourn for her will not
share in her joy.
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Questions for consideration:

e What is the difference between the position of Rebbe Akiva and the Sages? Are they

agreeing, disagreeing or saying different things

e What is the conclusion of the Gemara? Why do you think one must mourn for Jerusalem?

2) Numbers 13:26 — 14:4

26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite
community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to
them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land.
27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to w

hich you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its
fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful and the cities are
fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29
The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites
live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along
the Jordan.”

30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should
go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”
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31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack
those people; they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread
among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored.
They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the
people we saw there are of great size.

33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from
the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we
looked the same to them.”

1 That night all the members of the community raised their voices and
wept aloud.

2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole
assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this
wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us
fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder.
Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to
each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

L2001 K7 MR Liny 9Y-TUR DOWIRTY RO
A3 LRI P12 :0vn-o8 NIy

*12-9% ,ANKR 1R WK L,PIRT D27 N0W) 27
N7 A3 W2 W PG R X
=R QY7221 K0 P NN PN LANR
JPRY Oy 27 .niTn owIR LA2ing R
T DO0I--PIY 3R DODII-NN
DPPYIATNT L2021

STRRZ TIIR-28) TWR-OK LM 3TN
--17 °33 ,7IAn NP °33 WRO-NY KD 2
MY oWV 130 3 .00 1027 ,.0nnpwng
NIZ? XD DOWRG-TR TV LIPYR]
N2y DRT 7 .7Vin DR L7IR7n nivy?
R 7T .DWIRD WIp--TYn 20K2 ,NR-12
n72 DX AT L0RT YoI2 L1 TR
n7Y3 1Y ,NR--A2-192] ;79R1

Questions for consideration:

e Please look closely at verses 30 and 31 — what is the difference between what Caleb sad

and what the other spies said?
e  Why do the people wish to return to Egypt?

3) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Taanit 29a

And it is written, "And the whole community raised [their voices],
and they gave their voices and the nation cried that night (Numbers
14:1)." Rabba said, "Rabbi Yochanan said, '(That very day was the
ninth of Av Said to them the Holy One, Blessed be he, "You wept a
weeping for no reason, (therefore) I will institute for you a weeping
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Questions for consideration:
e What is the connection between the incident with the Spies and the 9" of Av?
e Why do you think God is particularly bothered by this incident? What is the sin of the
Jewish people in this text?
4) Lamentations 3:1-18 3 P IOOR

(1) I am the man that has seen affliction by the rod of His wrath.

(2) He has led me and caused me to walk in darkness and not in light.
(3) Surely against me He has turned His hand repeatedly all day.

(4) He has worn out my flesh and my skin; He has broken my bones.
(5) He has built against me, and compassed me with gall and travail.

(6) He has made me to dwell in dark places, as those that have been long dead.

(7) He has fenced me in and I cannot go out; He has made my chain heavy.
(8) Even when I cry and call out, He has shut out my prayer.

(9) He has enclosed my ways with hewn stone, He has made my paths crooked.

(10) He is to me as a bear lying in wait, as a lion in secret places.

(11) He has turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces; He has made me desolate.

(12) He has bent His bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow.
(13) He has caused the arrows of His quiver to enter into my reins.
(14) I have become a derision to all my people, and their song all the day.
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(15) He has filled me with bitterness, He has sated me with wormwood.

(16) He has also broken my teeth with gravel stones, He has made me to wallow in
ashes.

(17) My soul has been removed from peace, I have abandoned goodness.

(18) And I said: "My strength has been lost, and my expectation from the Lord.'
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5) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Taanit 29b

Our Sages taught When the First Temple was destroyed, groups of young
priests gathered with the keys of the Sanctuary in their hands, and they
ascended to the roof of the Sanctuary and they said before Him:

"Master of the Universe!

Seeing as we are not worthy to be trustworthy curators, let the keys be
given to you." And they threw them towards the Heavens.

And the form of a palm appeared, and took them, and they jumped and fell
into the fire.

And upon them Isaiah lamented, "The burden concerning the Valley of
Vision. What ails you now, that all of you have gone up to the roofs? You
are full of uproar, a tumultuous city, a joyous town! Your corpses are not
corpses of swords, and not the killed of battle (Isaiah 22:1)."

Even the by Holy One, Blessed be He, it was said, "Kir shouting, crying at
the Mount (Isaiah 22:5)."
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Questions for consideration:

e What do you learn here about the mindset of the Priests in the time of the Temple?

e What is the significance of them throwing keys to heaven?

e What do we learn here about God? About the relationship between God and the Jewish

people?

6) Isaiah 22:1-13

The “Valley of Vision” Pronouncement. What can have happened to you That you
have gone, all of you, up on the roofs,

2 O you who were full of tumult, You clamorous town, You city so gay? Your slain
are not the slain of the sword Nor the dead of battle.

3 Your officers have all departed, They fled far away; Your survivors were all taken

captive, Taken captive without their bows.

4 That is why I say, “Let me be, I will weep bitterly. Press not to comfort me For
the ruin of my poor people.”

5 For my Lord GOD of Hosts had a day Of tumult and din and confusion— Kir
raged in the Valley of Vision, And Shoa on the hill;

6 While Elam bore the quiver In troops of mounted men, And Kir bared the
shield—

7 And your choicest lowlands Were filled with chariots and horsemen: They
stormed at Judah’s gateway

8 And pressed beyond its screen. You gave thought on that day To the arms in the
Forest House,

9 And you took note of the many breaches In the City of David. And you collected
the water of the Lower Pool;

10 and you counted the houses of Jerusalem and pulled houses down to fortify the
wall;

11 and you constructed a basin between the two walls for the water of the old pool.
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But you gave no thought to Him who planned it, You took no note of Him who X OP2--NIRIE MY IR LR
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12 My Lord GOD of Hosts summoned on that day To weeping and lamenting, To LIRY UnYY TR2 20g Ll 1t nam
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Then the LORD of Hosts revealed Himself to my ears: “This iniquity shall never be . NIR2Y 7N 3T
forgiven you Until you die,” said my Lord GOD of Hosts.
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Questions for consideration:
e What do we learn here about a person’s responsibility to the community? Please notice
that our chapter of Isaiah is quoted here. What does this teach you?
e How does this connect to what we saw in source #1?

8) Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, “Religion And Race” (14 January 1963)

There is an evil which most of us condone and are even guilty of: indifference to evil. We remain neutral,
impartial, and not easily moved by the wrongs done unto other people. Indifference to evil is more insidious
than evil itself; it is more universal, more contagious, more dangerous. A silent justification, it makes possible
an evil erupting as an exception becoming the rule and being in turn accepted...

The prophet is a person who suffers the harms done to others. Wherever a crime is committed, it is as if the
prophet were the victim and the prey. The prophet’s angry words cry. The wrath of God is a lamentation. All
prophecy is one great exclamation: God is not indifferent to evil! He is always concerned; He is personally
affected by what man does to man. He is a God of pathos.






