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“JEWS HAVE NO POLITICS – EXCEPT WHEN THEY DO:  ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND THE JEWISH VOTE”   

Jonathan D. Sarna,  IIAS, Brandeis University 

 

1. Jeremiah 29:7 

הּ אֶל לְל֥וּ בַעֲדָָ֖ מָה וְהִתְפַַּֽ יתִי אֶתְכֶם֙ שָָׁ֔ ֵ֤ ר הִגְל  יר אֲשֶֶׁ֨ ום הָעִִ֗ וּ אֶת־שְלֹ֣  וְדִרְשׁ֞

ום הּ יִהְיֶה֥ לָכֶָ֖ם שָלַּֽ י בִשְלומָָׁ֔  הי כִֹ֣

And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away 

captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 

 

2.  Pirke Avot 3:2 

א  ל בִשְלוֹמָהּ שֶל מַלְכוּת, שֶאִלְמָל  ר, הֱו י מִתְפַל  רַבִי חֲנִינָא סְגַן הַכ  הֲנִים אוֹמ 

הוּ חַיִים בְלָעוֹ ע   .מוֹרָאָהּ, אִיש אֶת ר 

Rabbi Chanina, the Deputy High Priest, says: Pray for the welfare of the 
government, for were it not for the fear of it, man would swallow his fellow 

alive. 

 

3. Four ñCommandmentsò Concerning Politics: 

(1) Jews may not band together in separate political clubs. 

(2) Rabbis or lay leaders have no right to advise the community on how to vote. 

(3) Jewish agencies must not use their influence to promote Jewish aspirants to political office. 

(4) Jews may not support a candidate just because he happens to be Jewish.  
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4. Prayer for the Welfare of the Diaspora Government [Ha-bƻǘŜƴ ¢ŜǎƘǳΩŀϐ

 

 

 

 

http://rabbischeinberg.blogspot.com/2012/07/a-blessing-for-czar-in-honor-of-july-4.html
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5. Abraham Lincoln to I. Zacharie (September 20, 1862)

 

6. I.Zacharie to A. Lincoln (November 3, 1864) 

ά!ǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ LǎǊώŀϐŜƭƛǘŜǎ with but few Exceptions, they will vote for 

you. I understand them well, and have taken the precaution to see that 

they do as they have promised.  I have secured good and trustworthy 

men to attend on them on Election Day.  My men have been all the 

week seeing that their masses are properly Registered so that all will go 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ уǘƘΦέ 
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