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FREEDOM and the REMOVAL OF LEAVEN

These two themes - freedom and the removal of leaven - are emblematic of the
festival of redemption, the holiday of Passover. What can we learn for posterity
from these two interdependent themes? The lesson to be learned is that there
are conditions necessary for redemption to take place: physical liberation,
freedom from any form of servitude that subjugates the divine image in the
human being, freedom from any power that demeans the value of a human, the
glory and holiness of humankind. This freedom in turn depends on the spirit,
freedom from all that would divert the soul from its essential path. But these two
forms of freedom come about only with the removal of all that hampers freedom.
This is referred to symbolically as hametz (leaven) or the se'or she-ba-isah yeast
in the dough. (Berachot 17a, Rashi explains that the “yeast in the dough” refers
to the evil inclination in our hearts). It is the same for a distinct nation as for the
individual personality. Such spiritual leaven is especially destructive at the time
when the light of redemption beckons.

We must learn how to adapt to that great light of freedom that shone upon us in
bright periods of history, and shot out as a lightning bolt (zechariah 9:14) at the
time of the first redemption, the redemption from Egypt. Then there “was
revealed to us the King of Kings, the Holy One Blessed be He.” (from Haggadah shel
Pesach). He brought us close to His service, which is the absolute freedom, and
uplifted us from lowly foreign servitude, service that is in vain.

The difference between a slave and a free person is not just one of social
standing. It is possible to find an educated slave whose spirit is full of freedom,
and conversely, a free person whose spirit is servile. What is characteristic of
freedom is the exalted spirit whereby a person or a people is able to be faithful to
its inner essence, to the image of God in its midst. This fidelity allows one to feel
that one's life is purposeful and worthwhile. The spirit of servility is quite the
opposite. The content of one's life does not connect to (or illuminate) one's soul
but rather to the conception of beauty and good of the “other” who rules over



one, whether that rule be official or moral. What dominates one's life is that
which the “other” who rules over one (again whether in law or by convention)
finds to be beautiful and good.

And we, by the inner light of this essential freedom, (“engraved on the tablets
(Exodus 32:16) do not read “engraved” but rather “freedom” Eruvin 54a), we shall
travel, increasingly accentuating our lofty inner self and independence that we
acquired through the revelation of the Shechinah, the freedom that we acquired
through the greatest single wonder in the world, performed for us at that time
when the Blessed One redeemed us, and redeemed our ancestors from Egypt, to
be eternally free.

Brothers, as we sit down to the seder, let us take cognizance that we are royalty,
a people whose portion is freedom. Israel is not a slave, neither a houseboy. Let
us hold aloft the banner of freedom and removal of hametz (leaven). These
ideals “will come like water in our midst and like oil in our bones” (based on Psalms
109:18) as we keep the word of God, Redeemer of Israel, to “"guard the matzot.”
(Exodus 12:17). Keep these two ideals - freedom and eradication of leaven - and
be redeemed soon, a final and complete redemption.

The Rav Kook Hagadah: Springtime of the World, collected from the writings of
Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook, Bezalel Naor, pp. 171-174 from Haggadah
shel Pesach im Perushei Olat Ra'a'yah, Volume 2, pp. 244-245



