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NEGOTIATING WITH CHILDREN, COLLEAGUES AND HOSTAGE TAKERS

TEXT (CASE) STUDY: TOCHACHA

A. What is unclear about this verse?

Leviticus 19:17
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You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart,
rebuke your kinsman and do not incur guilt/sin
because of him.
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Negotiate the following texts with a * in Havruta (person sitting next to you)
B. What is the desired outcome of tochacha [reproof] according to the
following sources?

*2a

Ramban, Leviticus 19:17
(Rabbi Moses ben Nahman, Spain, 1194 — 1270)
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And the verse said, “You shall not hate your kinsfolk
in your heart” — when they do something to you
against your will, rather rebuke them (asking) ‘why
did you do this to me?’

“And do not incur guilt because of them” — to cover
up the hatred for the other person in your heart, and
not to tell them, because in your rebuking them,
they will apologize to you, or will repent and admit
their sin, and be atoned.
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2b

Rambam, Hilchot Deot, 6:6
(Moses b. Maimon, 1138 — 1204, Spain, Cairo)
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When one person wrongs another, the latter should
not remain silent and despise him as [Il Sam.
13:22] states concerning the wicked: "And
Avshalom did not speak to Amnon neither good,
nor bad for Avshalom hated Amnon." Rather, he is
commanded to make the matter known and ask
him: "Why did you do this to me?", "Why did you
wrong me regarding that matter?" as [Lev. 19:17]
states: "You shall surely reproof your colleague." If,
afterwards, [the person who committed the wrong]
asks [their colleague] to forgive them, they must do

so. A person should not be cruel when forgiving.

X7 U7 UIN RON'WD
INNIY 1D 2INY'T N0Y!
NX DI7WAN 12T X71 D'wwa
210 TVI VN7 NNnINN 1NN
,ANK NIX DI7WANR XIW D
i TN 179 nixn XX
nNn71 0172 7 n'wy nn 17
INNIY L1179 12T 7 NIRLVN
DXI ,)N'MY DX NDIN NDIN
17 21NNn% 1N wpai T
7nmn Xn' X71,721nn% 1Ny
JATON

C. What is the desired outcome of tochacha [reproof] according to the
following sources?

*3a

Ibn Ezra, Leviticus 19:7
(Abraham Ibn Ezra, Spain, 1089-1164)
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“‘Rebuke” — Perhaps you will suspect the other
person of a matter and it is not so, and this is the
reason “and do not incur guilt because of him.”
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because you will be punished as a result (of what
you do or think) of the other person.*
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3b

Bekhor Shor, Leviticus 19:17
(Rabbi Yosef Bechor Shor, 12" Cen., France)
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“You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart” — If
your kinsfolk does something that upsets you, don’t
hate them in your heart. Rather, you should reprove
them, and say “Why did you do this to me?” Since it
is possible that they never intended what you had
thought, or they couldn’t help themselves, or they will
give you some [other] explanation. And through this
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you.

[by fulfilling the mitzvah of tochacha], you will come
to realize that they never did something improper to

[And in doing so] “You shall not guilt/sin because of
him” — for having baseless hatred towards them.
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D. What is the desired outcome of tochacha [reproof] according to the

following sources?

*4a | Rashbam, Lev. 19:17 T P109 L' 719 X' D"awN
(R. Shmuel B. Meir, France, 1085-1158)
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them on what they did, and from this there will 72 NN NYYY AN 7y 1InndIn
be peace. D17 'Y
4b | Genesis Rabbah, 54:3 AT XY''9 DA n'wxla

(6™ Century, Land of Israel)

R. Jose b. R. Hanina said: Reproof leads to
love, as it says, “Reprove a wise person, and
he will love you.” (Proverbs 9:8) Such indeed
is R. Jose b. Hanina’s view, for he said: Love
unaccompanied by reproof is not love.

Resh Lakish said: Reproof leads to peace;
hence.... Such is his view, for he said: Peace

unaccompanied by reproof is not peace
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E. What may be some rules for engaging in a tochacha conversation based

on these sources?

1

Rabbi Zvi Weinberger and Rabbi Baruch Heifetz, Sefer Limud le-
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Hilchot bein Adam la-Chaveiro: Lo Tisna (p. 169)

Based upon the wording of the Rishonim (“early authorities,” who
lived between c. 1000 CE - c. 1500 CE), [who discuss tochacha] it is
logical that this mitzvah is fulfilled by the reprover listening, not only
talking. Therefore, the reprover has to be prepared to listen to the
response of his friend, and if he is only coming to talk, and he’s not
prepared to listen and accept his friend’s response, he does not fulfill
the mitzvah.
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