Pardes Rodef Shalom
Communities Progam

Sourcesheet for Why Do You Spill the Wine?
Can we discuss constructively our greatest ideological
differences around the seder table this year?*
Rabbi Daniel Roth, PhD

Text 1

Rabbi Moshe Isserles, (Shulchan Aruch,
Orech Chaim, 473)

And some have the custom to pour a little bit from
the cup with one’s finger when one reads “blood,
fire, and pillars of smoke,” and similarly when one

mentions the plagues; in all 16 times
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Text 2

Rabbi Yirmiyahu Léw, Divrey
Yirmiyahu, Drashot 42b (Satmir 1934)
My holy grandfather, of blessed memory,
gave a wonderful explanation as to why
we pour a drop of wine on Passover night
from our cup of salvation as we recite
each plague. Since the Jewish people are
merciful and through the rescue from
Egypt many of God’s creations were
destroyed and drowned, although it is a
great joy for us that God took us out of
Egypt and redeemed us, it is still painful
for us that through this others were
destroyed, for “to punish the innocent is
surely not right” (Prov. 17:26). And if God
would have rescued us without the
destruction and death of others it would be
a greater joy for us. Therefore our joy is a
little diminished, and to show that Israel is
‘merciful and the children of merciful’ (See
T.B. Yevamoth, 79a), we pour a little at
every plague.”
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! See Zvi Ron, “Our Own Joy is Lessened and Incomplete: The History of an Interpretation of
Sixteen Drops of Wine at the Seder”, in Hakirah, the Flatbush Journal of Jewish Law and
Thought 237-255. Ron’s article is also the source for finding the competing interpretations
mentioned brought below. http://www.hakirah.org/Vol19Ron.pdf
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Text 3

Rabbi Reuven Margaliot, Haggadah Be’er NI'72201 [AIX] 200 0NINA XD NTAN
Miriam , (Tel Aviv 1937) 9"y DYV NPIN 'IY* (WY NINNNIWNRI 0T
Blood, fire and pillars of smoke: See in the ,NIDAN NN 0PN N1 | NDVNY TIO
Rokeach for the reason according to the NID'VD [N 17X NN D TANT7 KDY 7M1
‘secret’ for sparkling wine from the cup when 75 NIipwn? n"apn TNy n7w1nn odn
the plagues are recited. In addition, it may be D'NOS M7wN' "y 7RWY7 oMrvnn
said that it is to serve as hint that these T 7210 "X 2 Nion T ' XN e
plagues are (only) drops from the cup of TNy n"agny Niyaio 7w nion
poison that the Holy One Blessed be He will in S1DEY"NIR DR NIpWRY

the future serve to those that persecute Israel.
See in the Jerusalem Talmud Pesachim 10:1
“From where the four cups....? The Rabbis
said they represent the four cups of retribution
that God in the future will give the nations of
the world to drink, etc.”
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