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The fourth mitzvah (which the Rambam
forgot to count in among his list of 613
mitzvot) is that we are commanded to
inherit the Land which G-d, may G-d be
blessed and exalted, gave to our fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and that we
may not leave it in the hands of the other
nations or leave it to be desolate.

And concerning this, it is said, “and you
shall take possession of the Land and
settle it, for I have given you the Land to
possess it... and you shall inherit the
Land” (Num. 33:53-54)..... And in this
commandment G-d specified its borders
and territories “and go to the hill-country
of the Amorites and the surrounding areas,
in the Aravah, in the hill-country, and in
the lowland, and in the south, and by the
sea” (Deuteronomy 1:7), that they should
leave no place of it. And the proof that
this is a mitzvah is what is said regarding
the spies: “Go up, take possession, as the
LORD, the G-d of your ancestors, has
spoken to you; fear not, and do not be
dismayed.” (Deuteronomy 1:21)..... And
this is what our Sages called an
‘obligatory war.” Concerning this, it is
said in the Talmud, Sotah 44b: “Rav
Yehudah said: The war of Joshua to
conquer — all agree that it is an obligation;
the war of David to expand — all agree that
it is optional.”....  And do not confuse
things by saying that the mitzvah applies
to the war of the seven nations which we
were commanded to destroy, as it says,

DNP N YN NIND NYID IMIONIY TIYIT NN
NDY APYDY PNNOY ONIAND MR MOV TH1AN°
NNYI IN NININD I DD P2 NIATY)

NN ONYNNY (DY 17297 X0 O¥0N0) DNY NN NI
NN NYID YIND DX NN 05D Y5 N2 DN NIND
739 9990Y] .(13-): )0 92792) 7.NIND AN ONYNINM
HI27) 7217 1NN DINN NIMPN N NINHDA PIYN
[7D2YMAND dYNYAV) TWN NIND DX WM N (N
120 MPINHI P912)2 NDID N MNP DAY NN VI
912 N29Y2 PIOY DD HNY M NNIND 91 NIV IIRY
301D 1N NRHY 7.0 DX 9IND) 2)2) 1YWY
DY2)791 PIYA N YN MSN RTY MORIN 0PN
SN NN ONX O PNON M 92T JUNRD v Ny (DY)
DONN Y MYY) (L APY) TIY XY 7.0NN

059 NN TUN NIND NIN W DY IIND ¥)I2 W0
9 NN 19D 21N NN NN MDYY 1IN NY TUND)
2192 DNYNY KDY 1D DNINND KDY DINON M)
NI [LDNVLIM TV RO MNN NNV IRIN
MNND NHPNONY (17D N7 NVID) NNIN PP DMNONNY
NN NTIN 27 N (2 TH) NVID DI INN TN
NANIND TYT NNNDK NN YO 12T vadD Yy
NNV (T 3 HVMWY) 19D Y] .MV DON AT
INNM VINYN ONY  [LAVN YIPNY NI N2 NIYN
DMINY /YA NNNDNI MNNN NI NN MDD D
DRINN DIND (PVIV 97D) W DTIND NVNIV
NIND WIVY NRW] YD I2TN PR .(V: D ©27T)
DYHY) DHYNY 1N DN NNY DNPNYNA DNN MNIND
M%) XD ¥IND DAN [0 DININD DAY ONNY

M3 NT2 MMIXD I ONDR T2 XD 0T NNIN
NN

,DNY 195M 191 0NN NIVIND NI ON 1)

NN 0 TOM M2 OWINNY (PVMY I727T) DINDNNI]
LN [PPPION T DNIND NIV NIN N72PN DD
2 VN MPTHN YIAIT) NIND X)2D NN
D19MN DMNYN NN NNIONMINX D] IPVIY
DNY Y1235 YIND NN 1YY 1VIAY 15 INN 1N ON
MMPNRN P DN NUN NIN NIN N WY XNIN NN
[.NN2Y2) NYIDIDL IMLIIV . PRYI DN

NN MINNM YD PAN WIAY YN NNNDN DIDNNDND)
95 (ApY 97D) 9D YINN 1Y) 1202 NN
YNNI NN DOY 12 DIYYI 90 TITH IWN DIPNHN

! For an example of how this texts has been understood by contemporary religious Zionist rabbis see Rabbi Eliezer
Melamed, “The Commandment to Settle the Land of Israel, Part 1> http://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/shiur.asp?id=572
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“But thou shalt utterly destroy them”
(Deuteronomy 20:17), for it is not so...but
we may not leave the Land in their hands
nor in the hands of any other nation in any
generation. Even if those nations fled
before us and went away...we are
commanded to come to the Land and to
conquer its territories and to settle our
tribes there... And from their statement,
“The war of Joshua to conquer,” you
understand that the commandment is to
conquer... Thus, we are commanded to
conquer it in all generations.... And | say
that the mitzvah which the sages so
praised, namely, dwelling in the Land of
Israel... is all part of this positive
commandment that we are commanded -
to inherit the Land and to dwell in it.
Hence, it is a positive commandment
throughout the generations, obligatory for
every individual among us, even during
the time of Exile.
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Megilat Ester, on the Ramban’s comments on the Rambam
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And it seems to me that the reason the Rav (Rambam) did not
count (this mitzvah) is because the mitzvah of inheriting the land
and settling it was only practiced in the days of Moses, Joshua
and David, and the whole time that they were not exiled from
their land. However, after they were exiled from their land, this
mitzvah is no longer practiced throughout the generations, until
the coming of the Messiah.

For the opposite is the case. We were commanded according to
what was said at the end of Tractate Ketuboth in the Babylonian
Talmud (111a) that we should not rebel against the nations to go
and conquer the land with force. And they proved this from the
verse, “I swore you daughters of Jerusalem etc.”(Song of Songs
5:8). And they learned from this that they should not go up as a
wall.... And therefore we say that certainly this mitzvah is not
practiced today after the destruction of the Temple, may it be
rebuilt speedily in our days.

INID NOW N0 0 NN
Y MNNY 29D NIN 20
P MM XD NNWN NIND
29 TYTY YUY NWN M2
DAN DNIND W) NOW Y3
PN ONNTN DYN IDIVW INN
Y TY INTI NN R MINH
10N NAVTN YD NOPWNN XA
MAIND NOA INNRY NN 29D
MNIND TN NOW (.NOP)
NIND NN V125D No5H
109D YMNINM NPINA
DOYYYIY NN DONNX SNYIYN
WATY (N: D DMIVN PY) N
. PINA DIV DY NOV 12
1T NIND ONTNIAVY DN 129
21N 129N INN TN NN
)2 7NN MDY

How did these two rabbis understand the mitzvah of settling the Land of Israel differently?
How may their disagreement impact some of the debates around Israel and Zionism today?
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