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1. What were the prophet’s dreams for Jerusalem?

Isaiah 2:1-4 (8" Century BCE)

2:1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem. 2:2 And it shall come to pass in
the end of days, that the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established as the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.
2:3 And many peoples shall go and say: 'Come ye, and let
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we
will walk in His paths.' For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 2:4 And He
shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many
peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.

T-N:2 P19 IN'YY!
YinK |2 40WY! NTN YK 12T (K)
nr(@Q) o Nt
N2 70 N (D) DY NNDKA
Niyaan Xyl 00D YR Pl
PQ) o0 ) K N0
a0 78 N7Y21 117 K 0N DAy
177N Y eyt 07 N1 IR e
NN R¥A (Y0 D MNRA N7
I'a VOYI (T) DY Pl AT
INAD| DAY D'AYY NDIN] DD
D'NINNI 0'AX7 DN

N'71 270 'ia 78 A R N7 ninpmY
nnpn'm Tiy 1 my

What was the reality of Jerusalem in the times of Isaiah?

Isaiah chapter 1

(8) And the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a
besieged city. (9) Except the Lord of hosts had left unto
us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom,
we should have been like unto Gomorrah. (10) Hear the
word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the
law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.... (21) How is the
faithful city become a harlot! She that was full of justice,
righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers. (22)
Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water.
(23) Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of
thieves; every one loveth bribes, and followeth after
rewards; they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the
cause of the widow come unto them.
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2. What were the rabbi’s dreams for Jerusalem?

Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 139a (6th century CE)

Ulla (3" century CE, Land of Israel) said: Jerusalem will be
redeemed only through justice as it is said: "Zion will be
redeemed through justice and her repentant ones through
righteousness. (Isaiah 1:27).
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Deuteronomy Rabba, 5:15 (8" century CE, Land of Israel)

Great is peace, for the Holy One announces the redemption of
Jerusalem only with peace, as it is said: "How welcome on the

mountain are the footsteps of the herald announcing peace..
telling Zion, "Your God is King!" (Isaiah 52:7).
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3. What was the reality of Jerusalem, according to the rabbis?

Tosefta Menachot 13:22-23

(2™ century CE, Land of Israel)

Rabbi Yohanan ben Torta said:

Why was Shilo destroyed? Because they did not respect
the sacred offerings there. Why was the first Temple of
Jerusalem destroyed? Because of the idolatry, sexual
immorality, and bloodshed that was in Jerusalem. But
what of the later Temple? We know that the people
labored in the Torah and were careful to observe tithes.
Why were they exiled? Because they loved money and
hated one another, thus teaching you that hatred of
one's fellow is more weighty before God than idolatry,
sexual immorality, and bloodshed. But the last building
that will be built in the future- in our lifetimes and in our
days! - what is said of it? "In the days to come the
mount of the Lord's house shall stand firm above the
mountains and tower above the hills; and all the nations
shall gaze upon it with joy. And the many peoples shall
go and shall say: 'Come, let us go up to the Mount of the
Lord, to the House of the God of Jacob; that He may
instruct us in His ways, and that we may walk in His
paths.'(Isaiah 2:3).
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3. Jerusalem: In Heaven or on Earth?

What is the relationship between Jerusalem in Heaven and Jerusalem on Earth? How might
these approaches explain differently the relationship between the dreams and the realities of

Jerusalem?

Philo of Alexandria On Dreams Il, 250 (50 BC — 30 CE)

But that which is called by the Hebrews the city of God is Jerusalem, which name being
interpreted means, "the sight of peace." So they do not look for the city of the living God in
the region of the earth, for it is not made of wood or of stone, but seek it in the soul which is
free from war, and which proposes to those who are endowed with acuteness of sight a

contemplative and peaceful life.

Babylonian Talmud, Ta'anit 5a (6" century CE)

R. Yochanan (3" century CE, Tiberius) said: The Holy
One, blessed be He, declared: | shall not enter the
Jerusalem which is above, until | enter the Jerusalem
which is below. But is there a Heavenly Jerusalem?
Yes there is, as scripture states: "Jerusalem, thou art
builded as a city that is compact together" (Psalms
122).
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A Jerusalemite Day of Diversity — Re-claiming Jerusalem Day
https://www.jerusalemtolerance.org/
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