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1. Was Daniel a prophet?
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Daniel — Chapter 2

1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, and
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep was interrupted. 2 And the king commanded to
summon the necromancers, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king
his dreams, and they came and stood before the king. 3 And the king said to them, "I
dreamed a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream." 4 Then the Chaldeans
spoke to the king in Aramaic, "May the king live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and
we shall tell the interpretation."” 5 The king replied and said to the Chaldeans, "The matter
has escaped me. If you do not let me know the dream and its meaning, you shall be torn
limb from limb, and your houses shall be made into a dungheap. 6 But if you tell the dream
and its meaning, you will receive gifts and lavish presents and great honor from me; but tell
me the dream and its meaning." 7 They replied a second time and said, "Let the king tell the
dream to his servants, and we shall tell the meaning." 8 The king replied and said, "In truth, |
know that this time you are doomed because you see that the matter has escaped me. 9 For
if you do not tell me the dream, there is but one law for you, or if you have prepared
yourselves to say before me a false and corrupt word, until the time changes . but tell me
the dream, and | shall know that you will tell me its meaning." 10 The Chaldeans replied
before the king and said, "There is no man on the earth who can declare the king's word;
because no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any necromancer, astrologer,
or Chaldean. 11 And the matter that the king asks is difficult, and there is no other who can
tell it before the king but the angels, whose dwelling is not with people." 12 In view of this,
the king was in great wrath and anger and ordered to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.
13 And a decree was issued, and the wise men were being slain, and Daniel and his
colleagues were sought to be slain. 14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and good sense
to Arioch, the king's chief executioner, who had gone out to slay the wise men of Babylon.
15 He replied and said to Arioch, the king's ruler, "Why was the decree issued so hastily from
before the king?" Then Arioch made the matter known to Daniel. 16 Then Daniel entered
and requested of the king that time be given him, and the interpretation would be told to
the king. 17 Then Daniel went home and let his colleagues, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
know of the matter. 18 And to pray and beg of the God of heaven about this secret, that
Daniel and his colleagues should not perish with the remaining wise men of Babylon. 19
Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in the vision of the night; then Daniel blessed the
God of heaven. 20 Daniel spoke up and said, "May the Name of God be blessed from
everlasting even to everlasting, to Whom are wisdom and might. 21 And He changes the
times and the seasons, He removes kings and sets up kings; He grants wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to those who know understanding. 22 He reveals the profound and secret
things; He knows what is in the dark, and light dwells with Him. 23 To You, O God of my
forefathers, | give thanks and praise, for You have given me wisdom and might, and now You
have let me know what | requested of You, for the matter of the king You have let me
know." 24 In view of this, Daniel came in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy
the wise men of Babylon. He went, and so he said to him, "Do not destroy the wise men of
Babylon! Bring me in before the king, and | shall tell the king the interpretation." 25 Then
Arioch brought Daniel in before the king in haste, and so he said to him, that "I have found a
man of the exiles of Judea who will let the king know the interpretation." 26 The king spoke
up and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, "Do you have the ability to tell me the
dream that | have seen and its interpretation?" 27 Daniel answered the king and said, "The
secret that the king asks, no wise men, astrologers, necromancers, or demonologists can tell
the king. 28 But there is a God in heaven Who reveals secrets, and He lets King
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Nebuchadnezzar know what will be at the end of days; that is your dream and the visions of
your head on your bed. 29 You, O king, your thoughts came while on your bed, what will be
after this, and the Revealer of secrets lets you know what will be. 30 And I-not with wisdom
that | possess more than all living, did He reveal this secret to me, but in order that they
should let the king know the interpretation, and you should know the thoughts of your
heart. 31 O King, you were watching, and behold, one great image, an image which had a
large base and with unusual splendor, was standing opposite you, and its form was
frightening. 32 That image had a head of fine gold, its breast and its arms were of silver, its
belly and thighs were of copper. 33 Its legs were of iron, and its feet were partly of iron and
partly of clay. 34 You were watching until one stone was hewn without hands, and it struck
the image on its feet of iron and clay and crumbled them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the
copper, the silver, and the gold crumbled together, and they were like chaff from the
threshing floors of the summer, and the wind carried them off, and no place was found for
them, and the stone that struck the image became a huge mountain and filled the entire
earth. 36 This is the dream, and its interpretation we shall recite before the king. 37 You, O
King, the King of kings, the God of heaven gave you a strong, powerful, and prominent
kingdom. 38 And wherever people, wild beasts, and birds of the sky dwell, He has given into
your hand and has given you dominion over them all. You are the head of gold. 39 And after
you will arise another kingdom lower than you, and another-a third kingdom- of copper,
which will rule over the entire earth. 40 And a fourth kingdom will be strong as iron, for iron
crumbles and flattens everything, and like iron, which shatters all these, it will crumble and
shatter. 41 And what you saw, the feet and the toes-which were partly of potter's clay and
partly of iron-so it will be a divided kingdom, and in it will be some of the strength of iron, in
view of what you saw iron mixed with clay. 42 And the toes of the feet were partly iron and
partly clay, for part of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be broken. 43 And what
you saw, iron mixed with clay, [connotes] that they will mingle with the seed of men, but
they will not cleave one to the other, as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of
these kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom forever, it will not be destroyed, and
the kingdom will not be left to another people; it will crumble and destroy all these
kingdoms, and it will stand forever. 45 Just as you saw that from the mountain a stone was
hewn without hands, and it crumbled the iron, the copper, the clay, the silver, and the gold.
The great God has let the king know what will be after this, and the dream is true, and its
interpretation is reliable." 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and prostrated
himself before Daniel, and he ordered to offer up a meal-offering and libations to bring him
satisfaction. 47 The king replied to Daniel and said, "Truly, your God is the God of the gods
and the Master of the kings, and He reveals secrets, being that you were able to reveal this
secret. 48 Then the king elevated Daniel and gave him many great gifts and gave him
dominion over all the capital cities of Babylon, and he was the chief prefect over all the wise
men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel requested of the king, and he appointed, over the affairs of
the capital cities of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; and Daniel was in the
king's gate.
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Ibid- Chapter 10

(7) And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, but the men who were with me did not see the vision,
but a great quaking fell upon them, and they fled into hiding.
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Rashi - ad loc.

but the men who were with me: Our Sages said that they were Haggai, Zechariah, and
Malachi.

2. When did the Age of Prophecy end?

N 7Y X 97 1297030 NIV - a3 NNIvN

Sy QNI ORIV YTIPN N NPINDI — YINRDM) 717997 7NN DININND OMNO2) INNWYN : P27 NN
2P N2 PYHNNYN PN I

Babylonian Talmud — Tractate Sanhedrin 11a

Our Sages taught: Once the last prophets, Chaggai, Zecharia and Malachi, died — the holy
spirit removed from Israel, nevertheless they used the bat kol...
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Ibid - Tractate Baba Batra 12a/b

R” Avdimi of Haifa said: from the day that the Temple was destroyed, prophecy was taken
from the prophets and given to the wise...R’ Yochanan said: from the day that the Temple
was destroyed, prophecy was taken from the prophets and given to fools and little children.
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Seder Olam Raba — Chapter 30

“And the rough he-goat is the king of Greece...he is the first king” (Daniel 8:21) “And a
mighty king shall stand up...and when he shall stand up his kingdom shall be broken” (Daniel
11:3-4). This is Alexander of Macedonia, who reigned for twelve years. Until then the
prophets prophesied with the divine spirit; from this time onward “incline your ear and hear
the words of the wise” (Mishle 22:17)
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Babylonian Talmud — Tractate Baba Batra 12a

Rabbi Avdimi from Haifa says: From the day that the Temple was destroyed prophecy was
taken from the prophets and given to the Sages.|s that to saythata Sage is not a
prophet? This is what he is saying: Even though prophecy was taken from the prophets, it
was not taken from the Sages. Ameimar said: And a Sage is greater than a prophet, as it is
stated: “So teach the number of our days, so that we shall acquire a heart of wisdom (the
last part of the verse could be read as - And a prophet has a heart of wisdom)” (Psalms
90:12), who is compared to whom? You must say that the lesser is compared to the greater.
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Ramban — ad loc

In regard to that which is taught ‘from the say that the Temple was destroyed... Even
though prophecy was taken from the prophets, it was not taken from the Sages.” Rashi
explains this as, ‘even though it was taken from Prophets who were not Sages...” But one
could challenge this with what it says in Nedarim 38a ‘the Holy One only brings His spirit to
rest on one who is wise, mighty and wealthy.” And one could answer this challenge by saying
that only on the wise does the Holy One only rests His spirit continually. But in the case of a
prophet who has a particular mission, like Yonah ben Amitai who was sent to Ninveh for a
specific time, He rests His spirit even on the pious who are not among the wise. As it says
there in Nedarim ‘from where do we learn this? From Moshe,” and we know that prophecy
never ceased from Moshe which is the meaning of the term ‘brings to rest (mishre). And
even though Yonah is brought in the gemara as a proof that all of the prophets were
wealthy, he was actually a prophet who merited the Dovine spirit without interruption even
though he was only sent to Ninveh. And my mind is not settled by this answer. Rather, this is
what it means — even though the prophecy of the prophets was taken away, which is
revelations and visions, the prophecy of the wise which comes through their wisdom was
not taken. Rather, they know the truth through the holy spirit which is within them.
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Daniel — Chapter 5

(1) King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for his thousand nobles, and in the presence of the
thousand he drank wine. (2) Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar ordered the gold
and silver vessels that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple at Jerusalem
to be brought so that the king and his nobles, his consorts, and his concubines could drink
from them. (3) The golden vessels that had been taken out of the sanctuary of the House of
God in Jerusalem were then brought, and the king, his nobles, his consorts, and his
concubines drank from them. (4) They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone. (5) Just then, the fingers of a human hand appeared and
wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace opposite the lampstand, so that the king
could see the hand as it wrote. (6) The king’s face darkened, and his thoughts alarmed him;
the joints of his loins were loosened and his knees knocked together. (7) The king called
loudly for the exorcists, Chaldeans, and diviners to be brought. The king addressed the wise
men of Babylon, “Whoever can read this writing and tell me its meaning shall be clothed in
purple and wear a golden chain on his neck, and shall rule as one of three in the kingdom.”
(8) Then all the king’s wise men came, but they could not read the writing or make known its
meaning to the king. (9) King Belshazzar grew exceedingly alarmed and his face darkened,
and his nobles were dismayed. (10) Because of the state of the king and his nobles, the
gueen came to the banquet hall. The queen spoke up and said, “O king, live forever! Let your
thoughts not alarm you or your face darken. (11) There is a man in your kingdom who has
the spirit of the holy gods in him; in your father’s time, illumination, understanding, and
wisdom like that of the gods were to be found in him, and your father, King
Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the magicians, exorcists, Chaldeans, and diviners.
(12) Seeing that there is to be found in Daniel (whom the king called Belteshazzar)
extraordinary spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, to explain riddles
and solve problems, let Daniel now be called to tell the meaning [of the writing].” (13) Daniel
was then brought before the king. The king addressed Daniel, “You are Daniel, one of the
exiles of Judah whom my father, the king, brought from Judah. (14) | have heard about you
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that you have the spirit of the gods in you, and that illumination, knowledge, and
extraordinary wisdom are to be found in you. (15) Now the wise men and exorcists have
been brought before me to read this writing and to make known its meaning to me. But they
could not tell what it meant. (16) | have heard about you, that you can give interpretations
and solve problems. Now if you can read the writing and make known its meaning to me,
you shall be clothed in purple and wear a golden chain on your neck and rule as one of three
in the kingdom.” (17) Then Daniel said in reply to the king, “You may keep your gifts for
yourself, and give your presents to others. But | will read the writing for the king, and make
its meaning known to him. (18) O king, the Most High God bestowed kingship, grandeur,
glory, and majesty upon your father Nebuchadnezzar. (19) And because of the grandeur that
He bestowed upon him, all the peoples and nations of every language trembled in fear of
him. He put to death whom he wished, and whom he wished he let live; he raised high
whom he wished and whom he wished he brought low. (20) But when he grew haughty and
willfully presumptuous, he was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was removed
from him. (21) He was driven away from men, and his mind made like that of a beast, and
his habitation was with wild asses. He was fed grass like cattle, and his body was drenched
with the dew of heaven until he came to know that the Most High God is sovereign over the
realm of man, and sets over it whom He wishes. (22) But you, Belshazzar his son, did not
humble yourself although you knew all this. (23) You exalted yourself against the Lord of
Heaven, and had the vessels of His temple brought to you. You and your nobles, your
consorts, and your concubines drank wine from them and praised the gods of silver and
gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear, or understand; but the God
who controls your lifebreath and every move you make—Him you did not glorify! (24) He
therefore made the hand appear, and caused the writing to be inscribed. (25) This is the
writing that is inscribed: mene mene tekel upharsin. (26) And this is its meaning: mene—
God has numbered [the days of] your kingdom and brought it to an end; (27) tekel—you
have been weighed in the balance and found wanting; (28) peres—your kingdom has been
divided and given to the Medes and the Persians.” (29) Then, at Belshazzar’s command, they
clothed Daniel in purple, placed a golden chain on his neck, and proclaimed that he should
rule as one of three in the kingdom. (30) That very night, Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was
killed,
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