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1) Pirkei Avot/Ethics of Our Fathers — Chapter 1, Mishna 1

Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to the
Elders, and the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets transmitted it to the Men of the
Great Assembly. They said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many disciples
and make a fence for the Torah.
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2) Babylonian Talmud — Masechet Yoma 69b

And they cried with a loud voice to the Lord God (Nehemiah 9:4). What was said? Rav said,
and some say Rabbi Yohanan : Woe, woe. It is this, (the evil inclination for idol worship), that
destroyed the Temple, and burned its Sanctuary, and murdered all the righteous ones, and
caused the Jewish people to be exiled from their land. And it still dances among us. Didn’t
You gave it to us for solely for the purpose of receiving reward (for overcoming it.) We do
not want it, and we do not want its reward. A note fell to them from the heavens upon
which was written: Truth, Rav Hanina said: Learn from this that the seal of the Holy One,
Blessed be He, is truth.

They observed a fast for three days and three nights, and He delivered the evil inclination to
them. A form of a fiery lion cub came forth from the chamber of the Holy of Holies. The
prophet said to the Jewish people: This is the evil inclination for idol worship, as it is stated
“And he said: This is the evil one” (Zechariah 5:8). When they caught hold of it one of its
hairs fell, and it let out a shriek that was heard for four hundred parasangs. They said:
What should we do to kill it? Perhaps, Heaven forfend, they will have mercy upon him from
Heaven. The prophet said to them: Throw it into a container of lead and seal the opening
with lead, since lead absorbs sound. As it is stated: “And he said: This is the evil one. And he
cast it down into the midst of the measure, and he cast a stone of lead upon its
opening” (Zechariah 5:8). The Sages said: Since it is an auspicious time, let us pray also
concerning the evil inclination for sin in the area of sexual relationships. They prayed, and it
was also delivered into their hands. The prophet said to them: See that if you kill this evil
inclination the world will be destroyed. They imprisoned it for three days. At that time,
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people searched for a fresh egg throughout all of Eretz Yisrael and could not find. They said:
What should we do? If we kill it, the world will be destroyed. If we pray for half, Heaven
does not grant half gifts, They gouged out its eyes, and set it free. And this was effective that
a person is no longer aroused toward his relatives.
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3) Ibid

R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: Why were they called ‘men of the Great Assembly’? Because they
restored the crown of the divine attributes to its ancient completeness. Moshe had come
and said: The great God, the mighty, and the awful. (Devarim 10:17) Then Jeremiah came
and said: Foreigners are destroying His Temple. (Jeremiah 32:17) Where then are His awful
deeds? Hence he omitted the attribute the ‘awful’. Daniel came and said: Aliens are
enslaving his sons. (Daniel 9:4) Where are His mighty deeds? Hence he omitted the word
‘mighty’. But they came and said: On the contrary! Therein lie His mighty deeds that He
suppresses His wrath, that He extends long-suffering to the wicked. Therein lie His awful
powers: For but for the fear of Him, how could one single nation persist among the many
nations! But how could the earlier Rabbis abolish something established by Moshe? R.
Eleazar said: Since they knew that the Holy One, blessed be He, insists on truth, they would
not ascribe false things to Him.
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4) Ibid — Masechet Megila 17b

What is the origin of the order of prayer? It is taught in a baraita: Shimon the Pekuli layed
out the order of the eighteen blessings before Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh. R’ Yochanan said,
and some say it was taught in a baraita: One hundred and twenty elders, and a few prophets
among them, established the order of the eighteen blessings.
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5) Ibid —Masechet Berachot 33a

R’ Chiya bar Aba said in the name of R’ Yochanan: The Men of the Great Assembly
established for Israel blessings, sanctifications and separations.
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6) Maimonides (Mishneh Torah) - Laws of Prayer and Priestly Blessing, Chapter 1

Halakha 4 - When Israel was exiled in the time of the wicked Nebuchadnezzar, they became
interspersed in Persia and Greece and other nations. Children were born to them in these
foreign countries and those children's language was confused. The speech of each and every
one was a concoction of many tongues. No one was able to express himself coherently in
any one language, but rather in a mixture [of languages], as [Nehemiah 13:24] states: "And
their children spoke half in Ashdodit and did not know how to speak the Jewish language.
Rather, [they would speak] according to the language of various other peoples."
Consequently, when someone would pray, he would be limited in his ability to request his
needs or to praise the Holy One, blessed be He, in Hebrew, unless other languages were
mixed in with it. When Ezra and his court saw this, they established eighteen blessings in
sequence. The first three [blessings] are praises of God and the last three are thanksgiving.
The intermediate [blessings] contain requests for all those things that serve as general
categories for the desires of each and every person and the needs of the whole community.
Thus, the prayers could be set in the mouths of everyone. They could learn them quickly and
the prayers of those unable to express themselves would be as complete as the prayers of
the most eloquent. It was because of this matter that they established all the blessings and
prayers so that they would be ordered in the mouths of all Israel, so that each blessing
would be set in the mouth of each person unable to express himself.
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