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1. Genesis 6
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This is the line of Noah—Noah was a righteous man; he was blameless
in his age; Noah walked with God.
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There are those among our Rabbis who interpret this as praise—how
much more so, had he been in a generation of righteous people, would
he have been more righteous; and there are those who interpret this as
an insult—in his generation he was righteous, but had he been in the
generation of Abraham, he would have been considered as nothing.

Genesis 7
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“For in seven days time | will make it rain upon the earth and |
will blot out from the earth all existence that | created.” Noah did
so; just as God commanded him, so he did.

Genesis 18
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Perhaps (ulai) there are fifty righteous people in the city...
Perhaps (ulaji) the innocent fifty should lack five. ..
“Perhaps (ulaj) there are to be found forty...

And he said, “Let my Master not be angry and 1 will speak, perhaps
(ulai) there are thirty to be found... And he said, “I venture again to
speak to my lLord, perhaps (ufai) there are to be found fwenty...
Perhaps (ulai) there are to be found ten, and he said, “I will not
destroy, for the sake of ten.”

2. Genesis 6
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But 1 will establish my covenant with you, and you shall enter the ark,
with your sons, your wife and your sons’ wives.
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Noah and his sons. The men separately and the women separately,
since marital relations were forbidden, as the world was steeped in
SOFTOW.

Genesis 8
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. Come out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and_your sons’
wives with you. -
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Man and wife. Here He permitted them to resume marital relations.
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Genesis 8
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And Noah and his sons exited, as did his wife and his son’s wives with
him.

Genesis 8-9
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And let them be swarm on the earth and be fertile and increase on the
earth. And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be feriile
and increase and fill the earth... And you be fertile _and _increase,
abound on the earth and increase upon it...

And Noah the man of the earth began, and planted a vineyard. And he
drank from the wine and he became drunk, and he uncovered himself
within his tent... And Noah lived after the flood for three hundred and
fifty years. And all the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.

3. God’s “heart”

Cenesis 6
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God saw how great was man’s wickedness on earth, and how every
pian devised by his heart was nothing but evil ali the time... God said:
“I will blot out from the earth the people | have created...

Genesis 8
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(God.said to His heart: “...the devisings of the human heart are evil from
his youth... | will never again destroy every living thing, as | have
done.”

4. Jonah 1
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The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amitai: Get up and go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim judgment upon it; for their
~ wickedness has come before me. Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from
before God. He went down to Jaffa and found a ship going to Tarshish.
He paid the fare and went down into it to sail with the others to
Tarshish, away from the service of the Lord. But the Lord cast a mighty
wind upon the sea, and such a great tempest came upon the sea that
the ship was in danger of breaking up. And the sailors feared, and they
cried out, each to his own god; and they flung the ship’s cargo
overboard to make it lighter for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone
down into the hold of the vessel where he lay down and fell asieep.
The captain went over to him and cried out, “how can you be sleeping
so soundly! Up, call upon your god! Perhaps (ulai) the god will be kind
to us and we will not perish.” The men said to one another, “Let us cast
lots and find out on whose account this misfortune has come upon us.”
They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah they said to him, “Tell us, on
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whose account has this misfortune befallen us, what is your business?
Where have you come from? What is your country, and of what people
are you?” “I am a Hebrew,” he replied. “| worship the Lord, the God of
Heaven, who made both sea and land.” The men feared a great fear,
and they asked him, “What have you done?” And when the men
learned that he was fieeing from the service of the L.ord—for so he toid
them—they said to him, “What must we do to make the sea calm
around us?” For the sea was growing more and more stormy. He
answered, “Heave me overboard and the sea will caim down for you;
for | know that this terrible storm came upon you on my account.”
Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to regain the shore, but they could
not, for the sea was growing more and more stormy about them. Then
they cried out to the Lord: “O please, Lord, do not let us perish on
account of this man’s life. Do not hold us guilty of killing an innocent
person! For you, O Lord, by Your will, have brought this about.” And
they heaved Jonah overboard, and the sea stopped raging. The men
feared a great fear of the Lord; they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and
they made vows. -

5. Jonah 4
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And he prayed to the Lord and he said, “O Lord! Isn't this just what |
said when | was still in my own country? That is why | fled beforehand
to Tarshish. For | know that You are a compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding in kindness, renouncing punishment.

Exodus 34
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The Lord ... proclaimed: “the Lord! the Lord! A God compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and truth...”

6. Jonah 3
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The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, “Get up and go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it what | tell you. Jonah got up
and went to Nineveh in accordance with the Lord’s command. Nineveh
was a great city to God... Jonah... proclaimed: “Forty days more, and
Nineveh shall be overturned!” The people of Nineveh believed God.
They proclaimed a fast, and great and small alike put on sackcloth.
When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne,
took off his robe, put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he had the
word cried through Nineveh: “By decree of the king and his nobles: no
man or beast—or flock or herd—shall taste anythingl... They shall be
covered with sackcloth—man and beast—and shall cry mightily to
God... Who knows, but that God may... turn back from His wrath, so
that we do not perish.” God saw what they did, how they were turning
back from their evil ways. And God rencunced the punishment he had
planned to bring upon them, and did not carry it out.

7. Jonah 4
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God said to Jonah... “Should | not care about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons
who do not know their right hand from their left, and many beasts as
well?”
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