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Genesis 50:24-26

Joseph said to his brothers: | am dying, but God will remember, surely remember you
He will bring you up from this land to the land about which he swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob. Joseph had the Children of Israel swear, saying: When God
remembers, surely remembers you, bring my bones up from here! So Joseph died,
being a hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was placed in a
coffin in Egypt.
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Exodus 13: 17-20
And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not
through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said,
Lest perhaps the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt:But
God led the people around, through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea; and
the people of Israel went up armed out of the land of Egypt:And Moses took the
bones of Joseph with him; for he had solemnly sworn the people of Israel, saying,
God will surely visit you; and you shall carry up my bones from here with you:And
they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the
wilderness:
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Joshua 24:31-32

And Israel served the Eternal all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
outlived Joshua, and who had known all the works of the Eternal, that He had done
for Israel. And the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought out of Egypt,
they buried in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought from the sons of
Hamor the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of silver; and it became the
inheritance of the sons of Joseph.

NIOITIND 577917 RNOOH - YW DRYMAWS 5297 XNoon

@ _E|mad
TH7N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org



Pardesio11o Rabbi Leon Morris: Vayehi

Institute of Jewish Studies

&
TROW IRIWS DOW Awn DWW IMTOM INNIT YOI L,NY 01 MAYY DR Iwn 07
D°NOW DMIRI NIXN [IR° 2% 00N AR 21377 PHY A0 NINTY NMI¥A2 POW IWN) AT22
7INWI WK N2 770 1WAR A0 2P 7377 1907 VI 307 12000 awm (70 Shwn) 01
O°I%2 12 WY AW T 2122 12 FIRR A0 2P Awn? aNRIT RS T INIRG
TARY PYTY 12107 AT MR D01 019°1 HY TV K2 01901 TN IMIVPWY NoNn HW PIR
"% 7120 70 112 DR RN RITW AR 2772RD 7120 VAW VWS YT 901 A0
WIIR OP1 IRD ORY 2°20WN 1R TP9A2 9D JNYINRG DX 20vN DRI DRI OhOR
Y IR R O AT 0272 700 ORI AWRH 17031 A0 DY IR A% 7O ,INyawn
='2 0°0%n= 2"1) PIRW RIT " TR MR pYEN 07 91 D12 5pn 2000 TR
W 127 Wwn? 1P 21727 97X WPOR W TN YWOOR 781 M 2p 02127 m (7
T QIRAY 77H2W TTA22 A0 NP 1777 28 HW PRI0IDP NN NI 027 70K
2 MAW) AYTY PN INAR 23NN 'RIW DAR YW Iwn? 0nnn 00 a0 00770 02
Qv 0°n° NYaw SR D1 29 DI 710w PNIRT 127172 12 20V 2pnm (7
AR DX NP 77 A0 (W 2’ 1271R2) D0 AORT TV YOI KD Qv 'RIW 7120 Oy
DWID 03 237 03 1AY DY 1A IR DR 2P A0 DY ARIY 1381 D173 1hR PRY
NAXY POYNI AWA ,Awn KPK 12 POYAI KXW A0 2173 1D on .(L LT 1 DOWRND)
TWnD 173 17 1 MY A0 NINEY DR AWR RN 'RIW R 2173 PRIV PRY A0
Qv ROX W K (1 792 0°727) ROA2 MR 2P 'RIW 790w ROK 12 pOYNI ROW
(T 1 DPWRI2) 1002 CIPTY YD 272V 9 IR 1780 'RIW N2 1PN YD 72V 19V apy
TV RYY 7120 C1Y AYaWY DRIWC D1 09 203I0M A1row IR 19V A0 on
M DM DAV 22 P 2RIV N PN AV N0 DWW IR T TR RDN
DA O DWW IR N N W MR T 289 2R O 1990 DINIR 1w DY 120
T 1R {VAN QAR 2OAINY DO 0N PNIR OV PR N DWW 1200 1 Onh 20N
(2 5 M) 778 7 901X 200D T NI AN LT PINA 01N N0W a0 Op
D°777R 77 7970 X2 2902 77 IR 11naL,(0° 1 DOWRND) IR 219K AN 2902 A0
A0 RWN X7 2°n2 (7° 21 /NWRI2/ Ow) X7 CIR 2O9RT IR 2900 0121 20X

...(00 21 /PPwRN2/ aw) YD 1 2°nd
And Moses Took the Bones of Joseph with Him. This proclaims the wisdom and the
piety of Moses. For all Israel were busy with the booty while Moses busied himself
with the duty of looking after the bones of Joseph. Of him Scripture says: “The wise
in heart takes on duties” (Prov. 10.8). But how did Moses know where Joseph was
buried? It is told that Serah, the daughter of Asher, survived from that generation and
she showed Moses the grave of Joseph. She said to him: The Egyptians put him into a
metal coffin which they sunk in the Nile. So Moses went and stood by the Nile. He
took a table of gold on which he engraved the Tetragrammaton, and throwing it into
the Nile, he cried out and said: “Joseph son of Jacob! The oath to redeem his children,
which God swore to our father Abraham, has reached its fulfillment. If you come up,
well and good. But if not, we shall be guiltless of your oath.” Immediately Joseph’s
coffin came to the surface, and Moses took it. And you need not be surprised at this.
Behold it says: “But as one was felling a beam . . . and the man of God said: “Where
fell it” ”? etc. (IT Kings 6.5-6). Now, to apply the method of Kal vahomer, if Elisha,
the disciple of Elijah, could make the iron come to the surface, how much more could
Moses, the master of Elijah, do it! R. Nathan says: They had buried him in the capitol
of Egypt in the mausoleum of the kings, as it is said: “And they embalmed him, and
he was put in a coffin in Egypt” (Gen. 50.26). And how did Moses know which was
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Joseph’s coffin? Moses went and stood among the coffins. He cried out and said:
“Joseph, Joseph! The oath to redeem his children which God has sworn to our father
Abraham has reached its fulfillment,” etc. Immediately Joseph’s coffin began to move
and Moses took it and went his way. This is to teach you that with what measure a
man metes it is measured unto him. Miriam waited for her brother a while, as it is
said: “And his sister stood afar off” (Ex. 2.4). And in the wilderness God caused the
ark, the Shekinah, the priests, all Israel and the seven clouds of glory to wait for her,
as it is said: “And the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again” (Num.
12.15). Joseph, than whom none of his brothers was greater, acted meritoriously in
burying his father, as it is said: “And Joseph went up to bury his father . . . and there
went up with him,” etc. (Gen. 50.7-9). Whom can we find greater and more honored
than Joseph with whom no less a person than Moses busied himself. Moses, than
whom no one in Israel was greater, acted meritoriously in busying himself with the
bones of Joseph, as it is said: “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him.” Whom
can we find greater and more honored than Moses, who was attended to by God
Himself, as it is said, “And He buried him in the valley” (Deut. 34.6). And, what is
more, with Jacob there went up the servants of Pharaoh and the elders of his house,
while with Joseph there went up the ark, the Shekinah, the priests, the Levites, all
Israel and the seven clouds of glory.

Furthermore, the coffin of Joseph went alongside of the ark of the Eternal. And the
nations would say to the Israelites: What are these two chests? And the Israelites
would say to them: The one is the ark of the Eternal, and the other is a coffin with a
body in it. The nations then would say: What is the importance of this coffin that it
should go alongside of the ark of the Eternal? And the Israelites would say to them:
The one lying in this coffin has fulfilled that which is written on what lies in that ark.
On the tablets lying in this ark is written: “I am the Lord thy God” (Ex. 20.2), and of
Joseph it is written: “For, am I in the place of God?” (Gen. 50.19). On the tablets in
this ark is written: “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me” (Ex.20.3), and of
Joseph it is written: “For I fear God” (Gen. 42.18). It is written: “Thou shalt not take
the name of the Lord thy God in vain” (Ex. 20.7), and of Joseph it is written: “As
Pharaoh liveth” (Gen. 42.15)...

@ _E|mad
TH7N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org



