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**[1] B. Talmud Yoma 82b: There was a woman with child who
had smelt a dish. People came before Rabbi /He said to them: Go and
whisper to her that it is the Day of Atonement. They whispered to her
and she accepted the whispered suggestion, whereupon he [Rabbi]
cited about her the verse:" Before | formed thee in the belly I knew
thee "(Jer. 1:5). From her came forth R. Johanan.

** [2] J. Nazir 7:1: Said R. Akivah: Thus was the beginning of my
labor of learning before the Sages. One time | was walking along the
way, and | found a neglected corpse, and | attended to him for about
four mils until I brought him to the graveyard, and | buried him there.
Now when | came to R. Eliezer and to R. Joshua, | told them what |
have done. They said to me: For every step you took you were
credited as if you had shed blood. Now I said: If when I intended to
acquire merit | suffered blame, when | do not intend to acquire merit
how much the more so. From that time | have not ceased to serve
sages.

* * [3] Avot deRabbi Nathan, I, 1:6: What were the beginnings of
Rabbi 'Akiba? It is said: When he was forty years of age he had not
yet studied a thing. One time he stood by the mouth of a well. "Who
hollowed out this stone?" he wondered. He was told: "It is the water
which falls upon it every day, continually.” It was said to him: Akiba,
hast thou not heard, The waters wear away tile stones?" (Job 14:9),
Then R. Akiba drew the inference with regard to himself: If what is
soft wears down the hard, all the more shall the words of the Torah,
which are as hard as iron, hollow out my heart, which is flesh and
blood. Forthwith he turned to the study of Torah. He went together
with his son and they appeared before an elementary teacher. Said
Rabbi 'Akiba to him: "Master, teach me Torah." Rabbi 'Akiba took
hold of one end of the tablet and his son the other end of the tablet.
The teacher wrote down ‘aleph beth for him and he learned it; ‘aleph
taw, and he learned it; the book of Leviticus, and he learned it. He
went on studying until he learned the whole Torah. ... Each day Rabbi
'‘Akiba would gather a bundle of straw; part he would sell to provide
for his food and part for his clothing. His neighbors rose up in protest
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and said to him, "Akiba, thou art slaying us with the smoke! Sell the
straw to us and with the money buy oil, and study by the light of a
lamp™”. "I fill many needs with it,” he answered them; "first, | study by
its light; then | keep warm by its heat; and finally, I sleep onit." At
the end of thirteen years he taught Torah to multitudes. Before he
departed from the world he owned tables of silver and gold, and
mounted his couch on ladders of gold. His wife used to go about in
golden sandals and in a golden tiara. "Master," his disciples said to
him, "thou hast put us to shame by what thou hast done for her." He
said to them: "Many were the trials she endured for my sake, that |
might study Torah".

* * [4] Genesis Rabbah 1:13: R. Simon said: MNSPK (79x1) is a
law revealed to Moses at Sinai. R. Jeremiah said: It was that which
prophets ordaind.. Once on an overcast day, on which the sages did
not come into the assembly house, there we children there. They said:
Let us be as the seers. They said: what is the reason for MNSPK?
From word to word (1nxn»), from Faithful to faithful (3ax1), from
Righteous to righteous (»>7x) from mouth to mouth (s5) from hand to
hand (73), from the hand of the Holy one blessed be He to the hand of
Moses. The Sages took note of the children and great sages in Israel
emerges from them. There are those that hold that they were R.
Eliezer, R. Joshua and R. Akivah.

** [5] B. Talmud, Yoma 35b: Hillel the Elder used to work and earn
every day one tropaik, half of which he would give to the guard at the
House of Learning, the other half being spent for his food and for that
of his family. One day he found nothing to earn and the guard at the
House of Learning would not permit him to enter. He climbed up and
sat upon the window, to hear the words of the living God from the
mouth of Shemayah and Abtalion. They say, that day was the eve of
Sabbath in the winter solstice and snow fell down upon him from
heaven. When the dawn rose, Shemayah said to Abtalion: Brother
Abtalion, on every day this house is light and to-day it is dark, is it
perhaps a cloudy day. They looked up and saw the figure of a man in
the window. They went up and found him covered by three cubits of
snow. They removed him, bathed and anointed him and placed him
opposite the fire and they said: This man deserves that the Sabbath be
profaned on his behalf
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* [6] B. Ketuboth 103a-b: When Rabbi was about to depart [from this
life] he said, "I require [the presence] of my sons". When his sons
entered into his presence he instructed them: "Take care that you show
due respect to your mother. The light shall continue to burn in its usual
place, the table shall be laid in its usual place [and my] bed shall be
spread in its usual place. Joseph of Haifa and Simeon of Efrath who
attended on me in my lifetime shall attend on me when | am dead.
<<"Take care that you show due respect to your mother". Is [not this
instruction] Pentateuchal, since it is written, Honour thy father and thy
mother?- She was their stepmother ... "The light shall continue to
burn in its usual place etc." What is the reason? - He used to come
home again at twilight every Sabbath Eve. On a certain Sabbath Eve a
neighbour came to the door speaking aloud, when his handmaid
whispered, 'Be quiet for Rabbi is sitting there'. As soon as he heard
this he came no more, in order that no reflection might be cast on the
earlier saints. "Joseph of Haifa and Simeon of Efrath who attended on
me etc."”. He was understood to mean, 'In this world'. When it was
seen however, that their biers preceded his [all] said that the
conclusion must be that he was referring to the other world, and that
the reason why he mentioned it was that it might not be suspected that
they were guilty of some offence and that it was only the merit of
Rabbi that protected them until that moment.>> "I require". he said to
them, "[the presence] of the Sages of Israel”, and the Sages of Israel
entered into his presence. "Do not lament for me", he said to them, "in
the smaller towns, and reassemble the college after thirty days. My
son Simeon is Hakham my son Gamliel Nasi and Hanina b. Hama
shall preside at the college™..."I desire"”, he announced, "the presence
of my younger son". R. Simeon entered into his presence and he
entrusted him with the orders of wisdom. "I desire the presence of my
elder son", he announced. When R. Gamliel entered he entrusted him
with the traditions and regulations of the Patriarchate. "My son", he
said to him, "conduct your patriarchate with men of high standing, and
cast bile among the students".
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