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[1] B. Ketubot 62b
Rabbi was engaged in the arrangements for the marriage of his

son into the family of R. Hiyya, but when the kethubah was
about to be written the bride passed away. 'ls there, God forbid',
said Rabbi, 'any taint [in the proposed union]?' An enquiry was
instituted into the genealogy of the two families [and it was
discovered that] Rabbi descended from Shephatiah the on of
Abital while R. Hiyya descended from Shimei a brother of David. -
-- Later he was engaged in preparations for the marriage of his
son into the family of R. Jose b. Zimra. It was agreed that he
should spend twelve years at the academy. When the girl was led
before him he said to them, 'Let it be six years'. When they made
her pass before him [a second time] he said,'| would rather
marry and then go'. He felt abashed before his father, but the
latter said to him.'My son, you have the mind of your
creator; for in Scripture it is written first, 'Thou bringest them in
and plantest them' and later it is written 'And let them make Me
a sanctuary. that | may dwell among them.' [After the marriage]
he departed and spent twelve years at the academy. By the time
he returned his wife had lost the power of procreation. 'What
shall we do?', said Rabbi. 'Should we order him to divorce her, it
would be said: This poor soul waited in vain! Were he to marry
another woman, it would be said: The latter is his wife and the
other his mistress.' He prayed for mercy to be vouchsafed to her,
and she recovered.

[2] GenR 17:7
A Roman lady asked R. Jose: ‘Why by a theft? ‘Imagine,” replied

he, ‘a man depositing an ounce of silver with you in secret, and
you return him a litra of gold openly; is that theft!?” ‘Yet why in
secret?’ she pursued. ‘At first He created her for him and he saw
her full of discharge and blood; thereupon He removed her from
him and created her a second time.” ‘I can corroborate your
words,” she observed. 'lt had been arranged that | should be
married to my mother's brother, but because | was brought up
with him in the same home | became plain in his eyes and he
went and married another woman, who is not as beautiful as I.’--
It once happened that a pious man was married to a pious
woman, and they did not produce children. Said they, ‘We are of
no use to the Holy One, blessed be He,” whereupon they arose
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and divorced each other. The former went and married a wicked
woman, and she made him wicked, while the latter went and
married a wicked man, and made him righteous. This proves that
all depends on the woman' [cherchez la femme]

[3] GenR 68:4

A Roman matron asked R. Jose: ' In how many days did the Holy
One, blessed be He, create His world?’ ' In six days,’ he
answered. ' Then what has He been doing since then?’ ‘He sits
and makes matches,” he answered, ‘assigning this man's
daughter to that man, and this man's wife to this man and this
man's money to that man’. ‘Is that all that He can do?,’ she
gibed, ‘l too can do the same, how many slaves and bondwomen
| have and | can match them in no time (7%p 7vw).’If it is easy (7p)
in your eyes', he answered, it is as difficult (7wp) before the Holy
One, blessed be He, as the dividing of the Red Sea'. Once R. Jose
left her, she went, took one thousand slaves and one thousand
bondwomen, lined them up in two lines and in one night gave
this man to that woman, this woman to that man and so on. The
next morning they came to her, this man with a cracked head
and this one with an injured eye and this man with a broken leg.
'What did happen to you' she asked. This woman said, ' | do not
want this man,” while this man protested, ‘I do not want that
woman.” Straightway she summoned R. Jose b. Halafta and
admitted to him: ‘There is no god like your God: it is true, your
Torah is indeed true and praiseworthy, and you spoke the truth!’
Said he to her: ‘did | not tell you that if it is easy (??) in your eyes,
it is as difficult (7wp) before the Holy One, blessed be He, as the
dividing of the Red Sea'.

[4] B. Berachot 18b
It is related that a certain pious man gave a denar to a poor man

on the eve of New Year in a year of drought, and his wife scolded
him, and he went and passed the night in the cemetery, and he
heard two spirits conversing with one another. Said one to her
companion: My dear, come and let us wander about the world
and let us hear from behind the curtain what suffering is coming
on the world. Said her companion to her: | am not able, because |
am buried in a matting of reeds, but do you go, and whatever
you hear tell me. So the other went and wandered about and
returned. Said her companion to her: My dear, what have you
heard from behind the curtain? She replied: | heard that
whoever sows after the first rainfall will have his crop smitten by
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hail. So the man went and did not sow till after the second
rainfall, with the result that everyone else's crop was smitten
and his was not smitten. The next year he went and passed the
night in the cemetery, and heard the two spirits conversing with
one another. Said one to her companion: Come and let us
wander about the world and hear from behind the curtain what
punishment is coming upon the world. Said the other to her: My
dear, did | not tell you that | am not able because | am buried in a
matting of reeds? But do you go, and whatever you hear, come
and tell me. So the other one went and wandered about the
world and returned. She said to her: My dear, what have you
heard from behind the curtain? She replied: | heard that
whoever sows after the later rain will have his crop smitten with
blight. So the man went and sowed after the first rain with the
result that everyone else's crop was blighted and his was not
blighted. Said his wife to him: How is it that last year everyone
else's crop was smitten and yours was not smitten, and this year
everyone else's crop is blighted and yours is not blighted? So he
related to her all his experiences. The story goes that shortly
afterwards a quarrel broke out between the wife of that pious
man and the mother of the child, and the former said to the
latter, Come and | will show you your daughter buried in a
matting of reeds. The next year the man again went and spent
the night in the cemetery and heard those conversing together.
One said: My dear, come and let us wander about the world and
hear from behind the curtain what suffering is coming upon the
world. Said the other: My dear, leave me alone; our conversation
has already been heard among the living.

[5] B. Gittin 58a
Rab Judah said in the name of Rab: 'What is signified by the
verse, And they oppress a man and his house (1n°2), even a man

and his heritage? A certain man once conceived a desire for the
wife of his master (127), he being a carpenter's apprentice. Once
his master wanted to borrow some money from him. He said to
him: Send your wife to me and | will lend her the money. So he
sent his wife to him, and she stayed three days with him. He
then came very early to him. Where is my wife whom | sent to
you? he asked. He replied: | sent her away at once, but | heard
that the youngsters played with her on the road. What shall |
do? he said. If you listen to my advice, he replied, divorce her.
But, he said, she has a large marriage settlement. Said the other:
| will lend you money to give her for her Kethubah. So he went
and divorced her and the other went and married her. When the
time for payment arrived and he was not able to pay him, he
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said: Come and work off your debt with me. So they used to sit
and eat and drink while he waited on them, and tears used to
fall from his eyes and drop into their cups. From that hour the
doom was sealed .

[6] Leviticus Rabbah 12:1

R. Aha said: There is a story of a man who kept on selling his
household goods and drinking wine with the proceeds, his
house's beams and drinking wine with the proceeds. Said his

sons: ‘Our father will soon depart from this world leaving
nothing for us. What should we do to him? Let us give him wine
and make him drunk and take him and bring him out and declare
him dead and put him in the cemetery’. So they plied him with
drink, and made him drunk, and took him out and placed him in
a cemetery. Wine merchants passed the gate of the cemetery,
and hearing that angaria was to take place in the city, they left
their loads within the cemetery and went to see what is
happening in the city. They saw that man but believed him to be
dead. The man, waking up from his sleep and seeing a skin
bottle above his head, untied it and put it in his mouth and
started drinking . Once he quenched his thirst he began singing.
Three days later his sons said: 'Should we not go to see what
father is doing?' They went and found him sitting with the wine-
skin in his mouth. They said: ‘Even here among the dead has
your Creator not forsaken you, will he forsake you among the
living. Seeing that He has given you, we do not know what we
should do to you. They made an arrangement amongst
themselves that the sons should in turn provide him with drink,
one son one day.

[7]LevR 34:2

For the work of a man will He requite unto him, and cause every
man to find according to his ways (Job 34, 11). A story is told that
a certain man had two sons, one of whom practiced charity while
the other did no charitable deed at all. The one who practiced
charity sold his house and all that he had and spent the proceeds
on charity. Once, on Hosha'na Rabbah, his wife gave him ten
pulsin and said to him: 'Go and buy something for your children
in the market.” No sooner had he gone out than the charity-
collectors met him. They said: ‘Here comes the lord of charity!
Give your share,’ they begged, ‘to this charity, for we are buying
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a dress for a certain orphan girl.” He took the ten pulsin and gave
them to the men. Being ashamed to go home, he went to the
synagogue. There he saw some of the citrons that the children
throw about on Hosha'na Rabbah. Now we have learned
elsewhere (Mishnah Sukkah) that it is permitted to take away the
palm-branches from the children, as well as to eat their citrons.
So he took the citrons from them, filled a sack with them and set
out on a voyage upon the great sea, till he reached the king's
province. When he arrived there, it so happened that the king
felt a pain in his bowels and was told by his physicians: This is
your cure: Eat of those citrons which the Jews use in their
prayers on Hosha'na Rabbah and you will be healed.” Thereupon
they searched all ships and all the province but could find none.
They went and found that man sitting on his sack. 'Have you
anything with you?' they asked him. 'l am a poor man,’” he
replied,' and | have nothing to sell.” They rummaged in his sack
and found some of those citrons. ‘Where are these from?’ they
inquired. He told them that they were of those which the Jews
used in their prayers on Hosha'na Rabbah. They lifted the sack
and brought it to the king, and it so happed that he ate the
citrons and was cured. The king ordered: 'Empty the sack and fill
it with denarii', and they obeyed. The king said to him: ‘Ask any
other favor and | shall grant it to you.” He answered: ' | beg that
my property be returned to me and that all the people shall
come out to meet me.” This was done for him. When he arrived
at his own province a herald preceded him and all the people
came out to meet him. His brother also came out with his
children to meet him. As they were crossing a river the current of
the river caught them and carried them off. Thus it turned out
that he entered into his house and inherited his own property
and his brother's property. This confirms the text, 'For the work
of a man will He requite unto him.
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