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[1] GenR 17:7
A Roman lady asked R. Jose: ‘Why by a theft? ‘Imagine,’ replied he, ‘a man

depositing an ounce of silver with you in secret, and you return him a litra of
gold openly; is that theft!?” ‘Yet why in secret?” she pursued. ‘At first He
created her for him and he saw her full of discharge and blood; thereupon
He removed her from him and created her a second time.” ‘I can corroborate
your words,” she observed. 'It had been arranged that | should be married to
my mother's brother, but because | was brought up with him in the same
home | became plain in his eyes and he went and married another woman,
who is not as beautiful as I.’-- It once happened that a pious man was
married to a pious woman, and they did not produce children from each
other. Said they, ‘We are of no use to the Holy One, blessed be He,
whereupon they arose and divorced each other. The former went and
married a wicked woman, and she made him wicked, while the latter went
and married a wicked man, and made him righteous. This proves that all

depends on the woman' [cherchez la femme]

[2] LevR 34:2 — verson |

For the work of a man will He pay him, and cause every man to find

[himself] according to his ways (Job 34, 11). A story is told that a certain man
had two sons, one of whom practiced charity while the other did no
charitable deed at all. The one who practiced charity sold his house and all
that he had and spent the proceeds on charity. Once, on Hosha'na Rabbah,
his wife gave him ten pulsin and said to him: 'Go and buy something for your
children in the market.” No sooner had he gone out than the charity-
collectors met him. They said: ‘Here comes the lord of charity! Give your
share,” they begged, ‘to this charity, for we are buying a dress for a certain
orphan girl.” He took the ten pulsin and gave them to the men. Being
ashamed to go home, he went to the synagogue. There he saw some of the
citrons that the children throw about on Hosha'na Rabbah. As we have
learned elsewhere (Mishnah Sukkah) that it is permitted to take away the
palm-branches from the children, as well as to eat their citrons. So he took
the citrons from them, filled a huge sack with them and set out on a voyage
upon the great sea, till he reached the king's province. When he arrived
there, it so happened that the king felt a pain in his bowels and was told by
his physicians: This is your cure: Eat of those citrons which the Jews use in
their prayers on Hosha'na Rabbah and you will be healed.” Thereupon they
searched all ships and all the province but could find none. They went and

found that man sitting on his sack. 'Have you anything with you?' they asked
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him. 'l am a poor man,’ he replied', and | have nothing to sell.” They
rummaged in his sack and found some of those citrons. ‘Where are these
from?’ they inquired. He told them that they were of those which the Jews
used in their prayers on Hosha'na Rabbah. They lifted the sack and brought
it to the king, and it so happed that he ate the citrons and was cured. The
king ordered: 'Empty his sack and fill it with denarii', and so they did .Then

he returned home safely.

[3] LevR 34:2 — verson |l
... and so they did. The king said to him: ‘Ask any other favor and | shall grant

it to you.” He answered: ‘| beg that my property be returned to me and that
all the people shall come out to meet me.” This was done for him. When he
arrived at his own province a herald preceded him and all the people came
out to meet him. His brother with his children came to meet him as well. As
they were crossing a river the current of the river caught them and carried
them off. Thus it turned out that he entered into his house and inherited his
own property and his brother's property. This confirms the text, 'For the

work of a man will He pay unto him’ etc.

[4] LevR 3:5
AND HE SHALL REND IT BY THE WINGS THEREOF, BUT SHALL NOT DIVIDE IT
ASUNDER (Lev. I, 17) R. Johanan said: An ordinary being, should he smell the
odour of [burning] wings, is nauseated thereby, and you say, 'And the priest
shall make it smoke upon the altar’ (ib.)! Why then all this?-Just in order
that the altar may be enhanced by the sacrifice of a poor person. King
Agrippa wished to offer up a thousand burnt offerings in one day. He sent to
tell the High Priest: ‘Let no man other than myself offer sacrifices to-day!’
There came a poor man with two turtle-doves in his hand, and he said to the
High Priest: ‘Sacrifice these.” Said he: ‘The king commanded me, saying, "Let
no man other than myself offer sacrifices this day." Said he: ‘My lord the
High Priest, | catch four every day; two | offer up, and with the other two |
sustain myself. If you do not offer them up, you cut off my means of
sustenance.” The priest took them and offered them up. In a dream it was
revealed to Agrippa: ‘The sacrifice of a poor man preceded thine.” So he sent
to the High Priest, saying: ‘Did | not command you thus: "Let no one but me
offer sacrifices this day"? ‘Said he to him: ‘Your Majesty, a poor man came
with two turtle-doves in his hand, and said to me: "I catch four birds every
day; | sacrifice two, and from the other two | support myself. If you will not
offer them up you will cut off my means of sustenance." Should | not have
offered them up?’ Said he to him: ‘You were right in doing as you did.” -- An
ox was once being led to sacrifice, but would not budge. A poor man came

along with a bundle of endive in his hand. He held it out towards the ox,
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which ate it, sneezed, and expelled a needle, and then allowed itself to be
led to sacrifice. In a dream it was revealed to the owner of the ox: ‘The poor
man's sacrifice preceded thee.” -- Once a woman brought a handful of fine
flour, and the priest despised her, saying: ‘See what she offers! What is
there in this to eat? What is there in this to offer up?’ It was shown to him in
a dream: ‘Do not despise her! It is regarded as if she had sacrificed her own

life.” -- "When anyone [w51] brings a grain offering to the Lord (Lev. 2:1

[5] Psikta 22:2

In Sidon it happened that a man took a wife with whom he lived for ten
years and she bore no children. When they came to R. Shimeon ben Yohai to
be divorced, the man said to his wife: Take any precious object | have in my
house, take it and go back to your father's house. Thereupon R. Shimeon
said: Even as you were wed with food and drink [being served], so you are
not to separate save with food and drink. What did she do? She prepared a
great feast, gave her husband too much wine to drink then beckoned to her
maidservants saying "take him to my father's house". At midnight he woke
up from his sleep and asked "Where am I?", she replied: "Did you not say
'take any precious object | have in my house, take it and go back to your
father's house'? | have no more precious object than you". When R.
Shimeon heard that, he prayed in the couple's behalf and they were

remembered with children.

[6] Deut.R.1:15

Our Rabbis say: Once the Sages came to Dama b. Nethina to Askelon, where
he lived, to buy from him a precious stone [to replace one] lost from the
vestments of the [high] priest, and they fixed the price with him at a
thousand golden pieces. He entered the house and found his father asleep
with his leg stretched out on the chest wherein the stone was lying. He
would not trouble him, and he came out empty-handed. As he did not
produce the stone the Sages thought that he wanted a higher price, and
they therefore raised their offer to ten thousand golden pieces. When his
father awoke from his sleep Dama entered and brought out the stone. The
Sages wished to give him ten thousand golden pieces, but he exclaimed:
‘Heaven forfend! | will not make a profit out of honoring my parents; | will
only take from you the first price, one thousand golden pieces, which | had
fixed with you.” And what reward did the Holy One, blessed be He, give him?
Our Rabbis report that in the very same year his cow gave birth to a red

heifer which he sold for more than ten thousand golden pieces.
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[7] Gen.R.95 (manuscript only)

Hanniah B. Hakhinai and R. Shimon B. Yoachai went to study Torah in front
of R. Akivah in Bene Berak and stayed there for thirteen years. R. Shimon
sent letters to his house and knew what was happening in his house while
Hannian did not send letters to his house and did not know what was
happening in his house. His wife send to him saying: "your daughter has
matured, come and marry her off". R. Akivah saw in Ruach Hakkodesh and
said: "Anyone who has a matured daughter should go and marry her off".
What did he do? He went and sat at the place where the girls use to draw
water. He heard the voice of the girls calling "Daughter of Hakhinai, fill you
jug and come up". She was walking and he walked behind her till she
entered his house. His wife hardly saw him before she passed away [But

some say that she came back to life]

[8] LamR 1:19
R. Joshua met a child sitting by the crossroad. He asked, ‘Which is the
nearest way to the city?’ He replied, ‘This way is near and far, and that way
is far and near.” R. Joshua went along the road which was near and far; but
as he approached the city he found gardens and orchards surrounding the
wall. So he returned to the child and asked, ‘My son, is that the nearest way
to the city?’ He replied, ‘Did | not tell you that this way is near and far and
that way far and near?’ -- He went on from there and met a child holding a
covered dish. He asked, ‘What have you got covered in that dish?’ He
answered, ' If my mother wanted you to know what | had, she would not
have told me to cover it.” -- When he entered the city, he met a little girl
standing and filling her pitcher from the well. He said to her, ‘Give me some
water to drink.” She replied, ‘Both for you and your donkey.” When he had
drunk and was turning to go away, he said to her, ' My daughter, you have
acted like Rebekah.” She retorted, ‘I acted like Rebekah but you have not
acted like Eliezer!’-- It has been taught: We should leave over pe‘ah of a dish
prepared in kederah, but not of a dish prepared in an ilpas. Now it is related
that R. Joshua was once the guest of a widow. On the first day she brought
him a dish of food which he ate leaving none for her as pe'ah. On the second
day she brought him a dish which he again ate without leaving any for her as
pe'ah. On the third day she oversalted for him a dish of pounded grain.
When R. Joshua tasted it he pushed it aside. She asked, ‘Rabbi, why have
you pushed aside this dish of pounded grain?’ He answered, ‘I have already
had a meal during the day.” She said, ‘If you already had a meal during the
day, why did you not decline the bread as you declined this pounded grain?
Perhaps you have left it over as pe'ah?! Why did you not leave it from the
two dishes you ate as you have left it from this pounded grain?’ Thereupon
R. Joshua exclaimed, ' Never has anyone got the better of me except this

widow, the little girl and those children’.
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