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I’m More Humble Than You Are

Behalotcha 5767

Bamidbar 12:1-3

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses
because of the Cushite woman he had
married...They said, “Is it to Moses
exclusively that G-d speaks? Doesn’t He also
speak to us?” G-d heard it. The man Moses,
however, was very humble, more so than any
man on the face of the earth.
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Why is it emphasized here that Moses was a man/person?

Context

Ramban Bamidbar 12:3

It is stated that Moses was humble to tell us that G-
d Himself was zealous for Moses’ sake on account
of his great humility, since he would never pay
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attention to injustice meted out to him. .071Y7 21
Deconstructing this idea

Bamidbar 12:3

The man Moses, however, was very humble, | ,75n--Tkn Dy ,nYn W'l

more so than any man on the face of the
earth.
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Chulin 89a

R. Yose said: The verse "It was not because you were
greater than any people that the Lord set His love
upon you and chose you, but because you were the
humblest of all peoples" (Deut. 7:7) means that the
Holy One said to Israel: | love you because even
when | shower greatness upon you, you humble
yourselves before Me. | bestowed greatness upon
Abraham, yet he said to Me, "I am but dust and
ashes" (Gen. 18:27); upon Moses and Aaron, yet they
said, "And we are nothing" (Exod. 16:8); upon David,
yet he said, "But | am a worm and no man" (Ps. 22:7).
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What can this mean to us today?

Bamidbar 12:6-8

G-d said, “Listen carefully to My words. If
someone among Yyou experiences divine
prophecy, then when | make Myself know to
him in a vision, | will speak to him in a dream.
This is not true of My servant Moses, who is
like a trusted servant throughout My house.
With him | speak face to face, in a vision not
containing allegory, so that he sees a true
picture of G-d...
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Ta'anit 7a

R. Chanina Bar Idi said: Why are the words of
Torah compared to water, as it is written, 'Ho,
all those who are thirsty — go to the water'
(Yishayahu 55:1)? To teach you that just as
water flows from a high place to a low place, so
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Rambam Talmud Torah 3:9

Just as water cannot collect on a slope, but | Dipna j'o>nn ' Dmn NN

rather flows from it and gathers on a plateau,
so the words of Torah are not to be found in
one who is vulgar of spirit nor in the heart of
one who is haughty, but rather in the one who
is lowly and of humble spirit, who sits at the
feet of the sages and removes temporary
desires and pleasures from his heart and
performs a little labor every day to support
himself, and spends the rest of his day and
night involved in Torah.
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