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When Bad Things Happen to Good Biblical Characters:
The Opposing Cases of Abraham and Job

1. The Akeda, Genesis 22
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God said: “Take please your son, your only one, whom you love, Isaac and

go to the land of Moriah and bring him up as an offering...
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Abraham said to his lads: “Stay here with the donkey, the lad and | will go...
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Abraham took the wood fort he burnt offering and placed it on Isaac his son and he took
the firestone and the knife; and the two of them went together. And Abraham said,
“God will provide the lamb for His burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went

together.
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An angel of the Lord called out to him... “Do not cast your hand upon the lad or do
anything to him. For now | know that you are God fearing, since you have not withheld
your son, your only one, from me.”
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And Abraham returned to his lads, and they arose and went together to Be’er Sheva;
and Abraham dwelled in Be’er Sheva.

2. Epilogue to the Akeda, Genesis 22
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After these things, it was told to Abraham saying, “Behold Milcah too has
borne children to you brother Nahor: Uz the first born, and Buz... and
Cesed...

3. Job 1
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There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; the man was
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. Seven sons and
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three daughters were born to him. His possessions were seven thousand
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five
hundred she-asses... It was the custom of his sons to hold feast, each on
his set day in his own home. They would invite their three sisters to eat
and drink with them... The Lord said to Satan, “Have you noticed My
servant Job? There is none like him on earth, a blameless and upright
man who fears God and shuns evill” Satan responded... “You have
blessed his efforts... but lay Your hand upon all that he has and he will
surely blaspheme you...”

This one was still speaking when another came and said, “A Chaldean
(Casdim) formation...made a raid on the camels...| alone have escaped
to tell you... This one was still speaking when another came and said,
“Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine... and a great
wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the
house so that it collapsed upon the young people and they died...” Job
arose and tore his clothing... and said, “Naked | came out of my mother’s
womb and naked shall | return there. The Lord has given and the Lord has
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. For all that, Job did not sin
nor did he cast reproach upon God.

Job 32
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Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite from the family of Ram...was angry
at Job...

4. Job 2
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The Lord said to Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job... a blameless
and upright man who fears God and shuns evil. He still keeps his
blamelessness and you have incited me against him to destroy him for no

good reason.” Satan responded, “...lay a hand on his bones and his flesh
and he will surely blaspheme you to your face...” For all that, Job did not
sin with his lips...

Afterward, Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.

5. Job 19
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| cry, “Violence!” but | am not answered; | shout, but can get no justice.

6. Job 4
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Is not your fear (of God) your confidence, your blamelessness your
hope? Think now, what innocent man ever perished? Where have the
upright been destroyed?

7. Job 38
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The Lord answered Job from the tempest and said, “Who is this who darkens
counsel, speaking without knowledge?... Where were you when | laid the earth’s
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foundations? Speak if you have understanding... have you ever commanded the
day to break, assigned the dawn its place...

Job 42
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Job responded to the Lord saying... “therefore | recant and relent, being but
dust and ashes.

8. Job 42
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The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am incensed at you and your two
friends, for you have not spoken correctly as has My servant Job. Now
take seven bulls... and go to My servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering
for yourself. And let Job, My servant, pray for you... because you have not
spoken correctly as has My servant, Job. And all his brothers and sisters
and former friends...comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had
brought upon him. The Lord blessed the latter years of Job more than the
former.... And Job died old and contented.

Genesis 25
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And Abraham breathed his last, dying at a good ripe age, old and
contented...
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9. Job 31
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...the words of Job are at an end
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