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1) Babylonian Talmud — Yoma 86a

R. Matthia b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah in Rome: have you heard about the four
kinds of sins, concerning which R. Ishmael has lectured? He answered: They are three, and
with each is repentance connected — If one transgressed a positive commandment , and
repented , then he is forgiven, before he has moved from his place; as it is said: Return, O
backsliding chiidren. If he has transgressed a prohibition and repented, then repentance
suspends [the punishment] and the Day of Atonement procures atonement.... If he has
committed [a sin to be punished with] extirpation or death through the Beth din, and
repented, then repentance and the Day of Atonement suspend [the punishment thereon],
and suffering finishes the atonement... But if he has been guilty of the profanation of the
Name, then penitence has no power to suspend punishment, nor the Day of Atonement to
procure atonement, nor suffering to finish it, but all of them together suspend the
punishment and only death finishes it ...

What constitutes profanation of the Name? — Rab said: If, e.g., | take meat for the butcher
and do not pay him at once. Abaye said: That we have learnt [to regard as profanation] only
in a place wherein one does not go out to collect payment, but in a place where one does
not go out to collect , there is no harm in it [not paying at once]. Rabina said: And Matha
Mehasia is a place where one goes out collecting payments due. Whenever Abaye bought
meat from two partners, he paid money to each of them , afterwards bringing then,
together and squaring accounts with both. R. Johanan said: In my case [it is a profanation if]
| walk four cubits without [uttering words of] Torah or [wearing] tefillin. Isaac, of the School
of R. Jannai. said: If one's colleagues are ashamed of his reputation, that constitutes a
profanation of the Name. R. Nahman b. Isaac commented: If people say, May the Lord
forgive So-and-so. Abaye explained: As it was taught: And you shall love the L-rd your G-d,
i.e. that the Name of Heaven be beloved because of you. If someone studies Scripture and
Mishnah, and serves the wise, is honest in business, and speaks pleasantly to people, what
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do people then say concerning him? ‘Happy the father who taught him Torah, happy the
teacher who taught him Torah; woe to people who have not studied the Torah; for this man
has studied the Torah look how fine his ways are, how righteous his deeds! . Of him does
Scripture say: And He said to me: You are My servant, Israel, in, whom | will be glorified. But
if someone studies Scripture and Mishnah, serves the wise, but is dishonest in business, and
discourteous in his relations with people, what do people say about him? ‘“Woe to him who
studied the Torah, woe to his father who taught him Torah; woe to his teacher who taught
him Torah!” This man studied the Torah: Look, how corrupt are his deeds, how ugly his ways;
of him Scripture says: These are the people of the Lord, who have gone out of His land.
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2) Maimonides (Mishneh Torah) — Laws of the Foundations of the Torah, Chapter 5

1 - The entire house of Israel are commanded regarding the sanctification of [God's] great
name, as [Leviticus 22:32] states: "And | shall be sanctified amidst the children of Israel."
Also, they are warned against desecrating [His holy name], as [the above verse] states: "And
they shall not desecrate My holy name."

11 - There are other deeds which are also included in [the category of] the desecration of
[God's] name, if performed by a person of great Torah stature who is renowned for his piety
- i.e., deeds which, although they are not transgressions, [will cause] people to speak
disparagingly of him. This also constitutes the desecration of [God's] name. For example, a
person who purchases [merchandise] and does not pay for it immediately, although he
possesses the money, and thus, the sellers demand payment and he pushes them off; a
person who jests immoderately; or who eats and drinks near or among the common people;
or whose conduct with other people is not gentle and he does not receive them with a
favorable countenance, but rather contests with them and vents his anger; and the like.
Everything depends on the stature of the sage. [The extent to which] he must be careful
with himself and go beyond the measure of the law [depends on the level of his Torah
stature.] [The converse is] also [true]. When a sage is stringent with himself, speaks
pleasantly with others, his social conduct is [attractive] to others, he receives them
pleasantly, he is humbled by them and does not humble them in return, he honors them -
even though they disrespect him - he does business faithfully, and does not frequently
accept the hospitality of the common people or sit with them, and at all times is seen only
studying Torah, wrapped in tzitzit, crowned with tefillin, and carrying out all his deeds
213

'WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL

Pardes cares about the environment. Please share your source sheets.
For more great Pardes learning online, visit elmad.pardes.org.


http://www.chabad.org/9923#v32

PARSHAT HA’AZINU: MOSHE’S TRAGIC END
Pardes 0110
Institute of Jewish Studies MEIR SCHWEIGER | meirs@pardes.org.ll

SEPTEMBER 2018 | TISHREY 5779

beyond the measure of the law - provided he does not separate too far [from normal living]
and thus become forlorn — to the extent that all praise him, love him, and find his deeds
attractive - such a person sanctifies [God's] name. The verse [Isaiah 49:3]: "And He said to
me: ‘Israel, you are My servant, in whom | will be glorified' refers to him.
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