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Genesis 18: 17-26

17 Now the LORD had said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do,
18 since Abraham is to become a great and populous nation and all the nations of the
earth are to bless themselves by him? 19 For | have singled him out, that he may
instruct his children and his posterity to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is
just and right, in order that the LORD may bring about for Abraham what He has
promised him.” 20 Then the LORD said, “The outrage of Sodom and Gomorrah is so
great, and their sin so grave! 21| will go down to see whether they have acted
altogether according to the outcry that has reached Me; if not, | will take note.”
22 The men went on from there to Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before
the LORD 23 Abraham came forward and said, “Will You sweep away the innocent
along with the guilty? 24 What if there should be fifty innocent within the city; will
You then wipe out the place and not forgive it for the sake of the innocent fifty who
are in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent
as well as the guilty, so that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall
not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” 26 And the Lord said, "If | find in Sodom
fifty righteous men within the city, | will forgive the entire place for their sake."
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Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 31a

That which is hateful to you do not do to another; that is the entire Torah, and the
rest is its interpretation. Go study.
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Torat Kohanim Kdoshim Ch. 9 Subsection 12

“You shall be holy to Me for | the Lord am holy and | have set you apart from other
peoples to be Mine” (Leviticus 20-26). If you are set apart from amongst the nations
then you are dedicated to my name and if not you belong to Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylon and his friends.

Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria said “From where do we know that a person should not say,
| have no desire to wear clothes made of wool and linen, | have no desire to eat the
meat of pigs, | have no desire to commit adultery. Rather a person should say | desire
but what should | do, my Father in heaven forbids it.” “I have set you from other
nations to be mine.” From here we learn that anyone who separates themselves from
sin accepts upon himself the kingdom of heaven.
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Maimonides, Introduction to Chapter Helek

And the objective is the world to come and towards it is the effort. And therefore this
sage (the author of this mishnah), who is established in his knowledge of the truth,
investigated [what is] the ultimate objective and left that which was other than it, and
said, "All Jews have a share in the world to come." And [even] if it is the desired
objective, it is not fitting for one who wants to be one who serves from love, that he
should serve in order to reach the world to come, as we have elucidated in what came
before. But [rather], one should serve in the way that | will say. And that is that if he
believes that there is wisdom, and it is the Torah which came to the prophets from
the Creator, may He be elevated, who informed them through it of the virtues and
they are the commandments and the defects and they are the sins, [then] it is fitting
for him from the angle of his being a man of proper disposition that he should do the
good and go away from the bad. And when he does this, he achieves humanness and
is distinguished from animals. And when a person is whole [like this], it is from the
nature of the whole person that there not be an impediment for his soul to exist in
the existence that is known for it, and that is the world to come, as we have said. And
this is [the meaning of] what is stated (Psalms 32:9), "Do not be like a horse, like a
mule that does not understand, with a bit and a bridle is his mouth restrained" [to
be] like the impediments of animals from impulses, which is something external, like
a bit and a bridle. And it is not fitting for a person to be like this, but [rather] his
impediment should be from him and from his essence. | mean to say that the human
form when it is complete is what impedes him from those things that wholeness
prevents, and these are called the defects. And [his form] will energize him and push
him towards that which will bring him to wholeness and that is the virtues. This is
what has been clarified to me from all of their words about this lofty and weighty
matter.
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Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed 3: 31

1 There are persons who find it difficult to give a reason for any of the
commandments, and consider it right to assume that the commandments and
prohibitions have no rational basis whatever. They are led to adopt this theory by a
certain disease in their soul, the existence of which they perceive, but which they are
unable to discuss or to describe. For they imagine that these precepts, if they were
useful in any respect, and were commanded because of their usefulness, would seem
to originate in the thought and reason of some intelligent being. But as things which
are not objects of reason and serve no purpose, they would undoubtedly be
attributed to God, because no thought of man could have produced them. According
to the theory of those weak-minded persons, man is more perfect than his Creator.
For what man says or does has a certain object, whilst the actions of God are different;
He commands us to do what is of no use to us, and forbids us to do what is harmless.
Far be this! On the contrary, the sole object of the Law is to benefit us. Thus we
explained the Scriptural passage, "for our good always, that He might preserve us
alive, as it is this day" (Deut. vi. 24). Again, "which shall hear all those statutes
(hukkim), and say, surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people" (ibid.
iv. 6). He thus says that even every one of these "statutes" convinces all nations of
the wisdom and understanding it includes. But if no reason could be found for these
statutes, if they produced no advantage and removed no evil, why then should he
who believes in them and follows them be wise, reasonable, and so excellent as to
raise the admiration of all nations?
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Maimonides, Laws of Slavery 9: 8

It is permitted to work a heathen slave with rigor (befarekh). Though such is the rule,
it is the quality of piety and the way of wisdom that a man be merciful and pursue
justice and not make his yoke heavy upon the slave or distress him, but give him to
eat and to drink of all the foods and drinks.

The sages of old were wont to let the slave partake of every dish that they themselves
ate of and to give the meal of the cattle and of the slaves precedence over their own.
Is it not said: “As the eyes of slaves to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a female
servant to the hand of her mistress” (Psalms 123:2)?

Thus, also the master should not disgrace them by hand or by word, because
Scriptural law has delivered them only to slavery and not to disgrace. Nor should he
heap upon the slave oral abuse and anger, but should rather speak to him softly and



listen to his claims. So it is also explained in the good paths of Job, in which he prided
himself:

“If 1 did despise the cause of my manservant,

Or of my maidservant, when they contended with me...
Did not He that made me in the womb make him?

And did not One fashion us in the womb?” (Job 31:13, 15).

Cruelty and effrontery are not frequent except with heathen who worship idols. The
children of our father Abraham, however, i.e., the Israelites, upon whom the Holy
One, blessed be He, bestowed the favor of the Law and laid upon them statutes and
judgments, are merciful people who have mercy upon all.
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Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed 2: 25

1 Know that our shunning the affirmation of the eternity of the world is not due to a
text figuring in the Torah according to which the world has been produced in time.
For the texts indicating that the world has been produced in time are not more
numerous than those indicating that the Deity is a body. Nor are the gates of
figurative interpretation to affirm as true the eternity of the world, just as we have
given a figurative interpretation of those other texts and have denied that He, may
He be exalted, is a body. Two causes are responsible for our not doing this or believing
it. One of them is as follows. That the Deity is not a body has been demonstrated;
from this it follows necessarily that everything that in its external meaning disagrees
with this demonstration must be interpreted figuratively, for it is known that such
texts are of necessity fit for figurative interpretation. However, the eternity of the
world has not been demonstrated. Consequently in this case the texts ought not to
be rejected and figuratively interpreted in order to make prevail an opinion whose
contrary can be made to prevail by means of various sorts of arguments. This is one
cause.

2 The second cause is as follows. Our belief that the Deity is not a body destroys for
us none of the foundations of the Law and does not give the lie to the claims of any
prophet. The only objection to it is constituted by the fact that the ignorant think that
this belief is contrary to the text; yet it is not contrary to it, as we have explained, but
is intended by the text. On the other hand, the belief in eternity the way Aristotle
sees it—that is, the belief according to which the world exists in virtue of necessity,
that no nature changes at all, and that the customary course of events cannot be
modified with regard to anything—destroys the Law in its principle, necessarily gives
the lie to every miracle, and reduces to inanity all the hopes and threats that the Law
has held out, unless—by God!—one interprets the miracles figuratively also, as was
done by the Islamic internalists (allegorists); this, however, would result in some sort
of crazy imaginings. If, however, one believed in eternity according to the second
opinion we have explained—which is the opinion of Plato— according to which the
heavens, too, are subject to generation and corruption, this opinion would not
destroy the foundations of the Law and would be followed not by the lie being given
to miracles, but by their becoming admissible. It would also be possible to interpret
figuratively the texts in accordance with this opinion. And many obscure passages can
be found in the texts of the Torah and others with which this opinion could be
connected or rather by means of which it could be proved. However, no necessity
could impel us to do this unless this opinion were demonstrated. In view of the fact
that it has not been demonstrated, we shall not favor this opinion, nor shall we at all
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heed that other opinion, but rather shall take the texts according to their external
sense and shall say: The Law has given us knowledge of a matter the grasp of which
is not within our power, and the miracle attests to the correctness of our claims.
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Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed 3: 32

1 If you consider the divine actions—| mean to say the natural actions—the Deity’s
wily graciousness and wisdom, as shown in the creation of living beings, in the
gradation of the motions of the limbs, and the proximity of some of the latter to
others, will through them become clear to you. Similarly His wisdom and wily
gracious- ness, as shown in the gradual succession of the various states of the whole
individual, will become clear to you. The brain is an example of the gradation of the
motions and the proximity of the limbs of an individual: for its front part is soft, very
soft indeed, whereas its posterior part is more solid. The spinal marrow is even more
solid and becomes more and more solid as it stretches on. The nerves are organs of
sensation and of motion. Accordingly, the nerves required only for apprehension by
the senses or for motion that presents but little difficulty, like the motions of the
eyelids and of the jaws, proceed from the brain, whereas the motions required for
moving the limbs proceed from the spinal marrow. As, however, it is impossible for a
nerve, in view of its softness—even for a nerve proceeding from the spinal marrow—
to move an articulation, the matter was wilily and graciously arranged as follows: the
nerves are ramified into fibers, and the latter, having been filled with flesh, became
muscles. There- upon the nerve, having overpassed the extremity of the muscle,
having become more solid, and having been commingled with fragments of
ligaments, becomes a tendon. The tendon joins and adheres to the bone; and
thereupon, because of this gradation, the nerve is capable of moving a limb. |
mentioned only this one example to you because it is the most obvious of the
wonders explained in the treatise “On the Utilities of the Parts of the Body,” all of
which wonders are clear, manifest, and well known to those who consider them with
a penetrating mind. Similarly the Deity made a wily and gracious arrangement with
regard to all the individuals of the living beings that suck. For when born, such
individuals are extremely soft and cannot feed on dry food. Accordingly, breasts were
prepared for them so that they should produce milk with a view to their receiving
humid food, which is similar to the composition of their bodies, until their limbs
gradually and little by little become dry and solid.

2 Many things in our Law are due to something similar to this very governance on the
part of Him who governs, may He be glorified and exalted. For a sudden transition
from one opposite to another is impossible. And therefore man, according to his
nature, is not capable of abandoning suddenly all to which he was accustomed. As
therefore God sent Moses our Teacher to make out of us “a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation” (Ex. 19:6)—through the knowledge of Him, may He be exalted,



accordingly to what He has explained, saying: “To you it was shown that you might
know” (Deut. 4:35), and so on; “Know this day, and lay it to your heart” (ibid. 4:39),
and so on—so that we should devote ourselves to His worship according to what He
said: “And to serve Him with all your heart” (ibid. 11:13), and: “And you shall serve
the Lord your God” (Ex. 23:25), and: “And Him shall you serve” (Deut. 13:5); and as at
that time the way of life generally accepted and customary in the whole world and
the universal service upon which we were brought up consisted in offering various
species of living beings in the temples in which images were set up, in worshiping the
latter, and in burning incense before them—the pious ones and the ascetics being at
that time, as we have explained, the people who were devoted to the service of the
temples consecrated to the stars: His wisdom, may He be exalted, and His gracious
ruse, which is manifest in regard to all His creatures, did not require that He give us a
Law prescribing the rejection, abandonment, and abolition of all these kinds of
worship. For one could not then conceive the acceptance of (such a Law), considering
the nature of man, which always likes that to which it is accustomed. At that time this
would have been similar to the appearance of a prophet in these times who, calling
upon the people to worship God, would say: “God has given you a Law forbidding you
to pray to Him, to fast, to call upon Him for help in misfortune. Your worship should
consist solely in meditation without any works at all.” There- fore He, may He be
exalted, suffered the above-mentioned kinds of worship to remain, but transferred
them from created or imaginary and unreal things to His own name, may He be
exalted, commanding us to practice them with regard to Him, may He be exalted.
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Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 71a

MISHNAH. IF HIS FATHER DESIRES [TO HAVE HIM PUNISHED], BUT NOT HIS MOTHER;
OR THE REVERSE, HE IS NOT TREATED AS A 'STUBBORN A REBELLIOUS SON', UNLESS
THEY BOTH DESIRE IT. R. JUDAH SAID: IF HIS MOTHER IS NOT FIT FOR HIS FATHER, HE
DOES NOT BECOME A 'STUBBORN AND REBELLIOUS SON'.

GEMARA. What is meant by 'NOT FIT'? Shall we say that she is forbidden to him under
penalty of extinction or capital punishment at the hand of Beth din;8 but after all, his
father is his father, and his mother is his mother? — But he means not physically like
his father. It has been taught likewise: R. Judah said: If his mother is not like his father
in voice, appearance and stature, he does not become a rebellious son. Why so? —
The Writ saith, he will not obey our voice,9 and since they must be alike in voice, they
must be also in appearance and stature. With whom does the following Baraitha
agree: There never has been a 'stubborn and rebellious son',10 and never will be.
Why then was the law written? That you may study it and receive reward. — This
agrees with R. Judah.11 Alternatively, you may say it will agree with R. Simeon. For it
has been taught: R. Simeon said: Because one eats a tartemar of meat and drinks half
a log of Italian wine, shall his father and mother have him stoned? But it never
happened and never will happen. Why then was this law written? — That you may
study it and receive reward. R. Jonathan said: 'l saw him12 and sat on his grave'.
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