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Highway 61 
Bob Dylan 

Oh, G-d said to Abraham, "Kill me a son" (1) 
Abe (2) said, "Man, you must be puttin' me on" (3) 
G-d said, "No" Abe say, "What?" 
G-d say, "You can do what you want, Abe, but 
The next time you see me comin', you better run" 
Well, Abe said, "Where d'you want this killin' done?" 
G-d said, "Out on Highway 61" 
 
Well, Georgia Sam, he had a bloody nose 
Welfare department, they wouldn't give him no clothes 
He asked poor Howard, "Where can I go?" 
Howard said, "There's only one place I know" 
Sam said, "Tell me quick, man, I got to run" 
Oh, Howard just pointed with his gun 
And said, "That way, down Highway 61" 
 
Well, Mack the Finger said to Louie the King 
"I got forty red-white-and-blue shoestrings 
And a thousand telephones that don't ring 
Do you know where I can get rid of these things?" 
And Louie the King said, "Let me think for a minute, son" 
Then he said, "Yes, I think it can be easily done 
Just take everything down to Highway 61" 
 
Now, the fifth daughter on the twelfth night (4) 
Told the first father (5) that things weren't right 
"My complexion," she says, "is much too white" 
He said, "Come here and step into the light" 
He said, "Hmm, you're right, let me tell the second mother this has been 
done" 
But the second mother was with the seventh son (6) 
And they were both out on Highway 61 
 
Now, the roving gambler he was very bored (7) 
Trying to create a next world war (8) 
He found a promoter who nearly fell off the floor 
He said, "I never engaged in this kind of thing before 
But yes, I think it can be very easily done 
We'll just put some bleachers out in the sun 
And have it on Highway 61" 
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1. Breishit 22:2 

And He said, "Please take your son, your only 
one, whom you love, Isaac, and go away to the 
land of Moriah and bring him up there for a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains, of 
which I will tell you."  

יְדךָ֤  ִֽ ְנךָ֨ ֶאת־ְיחִּ א ֶאת־בִּ אֶמר ַקח־נ ָ֠ ַוי ֹּ֡
ְך־ְלךָ֔  ק ְוֶלָ֨ ְצח ָ֔ ָּ֙ ֶאת־יִּ ְבת  ַהָ֨ ֲאֶשר־א 
םָּ֙  הּו ש  ָ֤ ֲעל  ָּ֑ה ְוַהִֽ י  רִּ ֶרץ ַהמ ִֽ ֶאל־ֶאֶ֖
ר  ַמַ֥ ר א  ים ֲאֶשֶ֖ ָ֔ רִּ ה  ד ֶהִֽ ל ַאַחַ֣ ה ַעַ֚ ל ָ֔ ְלע 

יך ֶלִֽ  א 

 

2. Breishit 17:5 

And your name shall no longer be called Abram, 
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made 
you the father of many of nations.  

ְמךֶ֖ : א ֛עֹוד ֶאת־שִּ ַ֥ ר  ק  א־יִּ ְול ִֽ
י  ֛ ם כִּ ה ָ֔ ְמךָּ֙ ַאְבר  ָ֤ה שִּ י  ם ְוה  ָּ֑ ַאְבר 

יך ִֽ ֶ֖ם ְנַתתִּ ֹון ּגֹויִּ  :ַאב־ֲהמַ֥

 

3. Breishit 18:23-26 

And Abraham moved forward and said, 
"Will You destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? 

יק  ֶ֖ ה ַצדִּ ְסֶפָ֔ ף תִּ ר ַהַאַ֣ ם ַוי אַמָּ֑ ֶ֖ ה  ַּגַ֥ש ַאְבר  ַויִּ
ע ִֽ ש  ם־ר   :עִּ

 

4. Yechezkel 1:1 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year in the 
fourth month on the fifth day of the month, as I 
was in the middle of the exile by the river 
Chebar-the heavens opened up, and I saw 
visions of G-d.  

י  ַ֣ יָּ֙ | ַוְיהִּ יעִּ ְרבִּ ִֽ ה ב  נ ָ֗ ים ש  ַ֣ ְשֹלשִּ בִּ
ה  ֶ֖ ֹוְך־ַהּגֹול  י ְבתִֽ ַ֥ ֲאנִּ ֶדש ַוִֽ ה ַלח ָ֔ ַ֣ ש  ֲחמִּ ַבִֽ
ם  יִּ ַמָ֔ ְפְתחּוָּ֙ ַהש  ר נִּ ָּ֑ ר ְכב  ַעל־ְנַהַ֣

ה ַמְר  ֶאְרֶאֶ֖ ִֽ יםו  ִֽ ֹות ֱאֹלהִּ   :אַ֥

 

5. Breishit 1:27  

And G-d created man in His image; in the 
image of G-d He created him; male and female 
He created them.  

א  ָ֨ ְבר  ֹו |  קים-ֱאֹלוַויִּ םָּ֙ ְבַצְלמָ֔ ד  א  ִֽ ֶאת־ה 
ה  ֶ֖ ב  ר ּוְנק  ַ֥ כ  ֹו ז  תָּ֑ א א  ַ֣ ר  ים ב  ֶ֖ ֶלם ֱאֹלהִּ ְבֶצַ֥

 ִֽ ת  א א  ַ֥ ר   םב 

 

6. Breishit 2:18  

And the L-rd G-d said, "It is not good that man 
is alone; I shall make him a helpmate opposite 
him." 

אֶמרָּ֙ ה ֹות קֱאֹל' ַוי ָ֨ ים ל א־֛טֹוב ֱהיַ֥
ֹו ֶזר ְכֶנְגדִֽ ֶ֖ ֹו ע  ֱעֶשה־לַ֥ ֹו ֶאִֽ ם ְלַבדָּ֑ ֶ֖ ד  א  ִֽ  ה 

 

7. Iyov 2:2 

Now the L-rd said to the Opponent, "Where are you 
coming from?" And the Opponent replied to the L-rd 

י  'אֶמר הָּ֙ ַוי ַ֚  ַ֥ ן א  ט ָ֔ ֶאל־ַהש 
א ב ָּ֑ ה ת  ֶזֶ֖ ן  מִּ ט ַ֚ ַען ַהש  ַוַיָ֨
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and said, "From roving to and fro on the earth and 
from walking in it." 

ֶרץ  'הָּ֙ ֶאת־י א ָ֔ ט ב  ַ֣ ש  ר מִּ ַוי אַמָ֔
ּה ִֽ ְך ב  ֶ֖ ְתַהל  הִּ ִֽ  :ּומ 

 

8. Breishit 22:18 

And through your children shall be blessed all the 
nations of the world, because you listened to My 
voice. 

ֶרץ  ָּ֑ א  ַ֣י ה  ל ּגֹוי  ּו ְבַזְרֲעךָ֔ כ ֶ֖ ֲרכַ֣ ִֽ ְתב  ְוהִּ
ַמֶ֖  ר ש  ֶקב ֲאֶשַ֥ יע ֵ֕ ִֽ לִּ  ְעת  ְבק 

 

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES is an open, co-ed and non-denominational 

learning community, based in Jerusalem and with programs worldwide. Pardes offers a variety 

of short- and long-term learning opportunities, including a Year program, Educators programs, 

summer programs and events throughout the year. For more information see www.pardes.org.il.  

 

 

 

SPONSOR A DAY OF LEARNING AT PARDES 

Remember. Honor. Celebrate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pardes offers individuals the opportunity to sponsor the learning that takes place in our beit 

midrash to remember, honor or celebrate any occasion. When a Day of Learning is 

sponsored, a personalized sign is featured in the Pardes beit midrash, the Dean makes an 

announcement to the student body, and the occasion is shared online with our friends 

worldwide. In addition, we invite the sponsor to say a few words to our students in person 

or provide Pardes with a written tribute to be read aloud.  

To sponsor a day of learning please contact jackief@pardes.org. 
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mailto:jackief@pardes.org

