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1) Zecharia 7

707 (1

In the fourth year of King Darius, on the fourth day of the ninth
month, Kislev, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah— (2)
when Bethel-sharezer and Regem-melech and his men sent to
entreat the favor of the LORD, (3) [and] to address this inquiry to
the priests of the House of the LORD and to the prophets: “Shall |
weep and practice abstinence in the fifth month, as | have been
doing all these years?” (4) Thereupon the word of the LORD of
Hosts came to me: (5) Say to all the people of the land and to the
priests: When you fasted and lamented in the fifth and seventh
months all these seventy years, did you fast for my benefit? (6) And
when you eat and drink, who but you does the eating, and who but
you does the drinking?
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2) Zechariah 8
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(1) The word of the LORD of Hosts came [to me]: (2) Thus said the
LORD of Hosts: | am very jealous for Zion, | am fiercely jealous for
her. (3) Thus said the LORD: | have returned to Zion, and | will
dwell in Jerusalem. Jerusalem will be called the City of
Faithfulness, and the mount of the LORD of Hosts the Holy Mount.
(4) Thus said the LORD of Hosts: There shall yet be old men and
women in the squares of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand
because of their great age. (5) And the squares of the city shall be
crowded with boys and girls playing in the squares. (6) Thus said
the LORD of Hosts: Though it will seem impossible to the remnant
of this people in those days, shall it also be impossible to Me?—
declares the LORD of Hosts. (7) Thus said the LORD of Hosts: |
will rescue My people from the lands of the east and from the lands
of the west, (8) and | will bring them home to dwell in Jerusalem.
They shall be My people, and | will be their God—in truth and
sincerity. (9) Thus said the LORD of Hosts: Take courage, you who
now hear these words which the prophets spoke when the
foundations were laid for the rebuilding of the Temple, the House of
the LORD of Hosts. (10) For before that time, the earnings of men
were nil, and profits from beasts were nothing. It was not safe to go
about one’s business on account of enemies; and | set all men
against one another. (11) But now | will not treat the remnant of this
people as before—declares the LORD of Hosts— (12) but what it
sows shall prosper: The vine shall produce its fruit, the ground shall
produce its yield, and the skies shall provide their moisture. | will
bestow all these things upon the remnant of this people. (13) And
just as you were a curse among the nations, O House of Judah and
House of Israel, so, when | vindicate you, you shall become a
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blessing. Have no fear; take courage! (14) For thus said the LORD
of Hosts: Just as | planned to afflict you and did not relent when
your fathers provoked Me to anger—said the LORD of Hosts— (15)
so, at this time, | have turned and planned to do good to Jerusalem
and to the House of Judah. Have no fear! (16) These are the things
you are to do: Speak the truth to one another, render true and
perfect justice in your gates. (17) And do not contrive evil against
one another, and do not love perjury, because all those are things
that | hate—declares the LORD. (18) And the word of the LORD of
Hosts came to me, saying, (19) Thus said the LORD of Hosts: The
fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of the
seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month shall become
occasions for joy and gladness, happy festivals for the House of
Judah; but you must love honesty and integrity. (20) Thus said the
LORD of Hosts: Peoples and the inhabitants of many cities shall
yet come— (21) the inhabitants of one shall go to the other and
say, “Let us go and entreat the favor of the LORD, let us seek the
LORD of Hosts; | will go, too.” (22) The many peoples and the
multitude of nations shall come to seek the LORD of Hosts in
Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD. (23) Thus said the
LORD of Hosts: In those days, ten men from nations of every
tongue will take hold—they will take hold of every Jew by a corner
of his cloak and say, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that
God is with you.”
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Rosh Hashanah 18a-b

MISHNA: In six months of the year the messengers go out from
the court in Jerusalem to report throughout Eretz Yisrael and the
Diaspora which day was established as the New Moon, the thirtieth
or the thirty-first day since the previous New Moon. They go out in
the month of Nisan, due to Passover, so that people will know on
which day to celebrate it; in the month of Av, due to the fast of
the Ninth of Av; in Elul, due to Rosh HaShana, which begins
thirty days after the New Moon of Elul; in Tishrei, due to the need
to establish the correct dates on which to celebrate the Festivals
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of Tishrei, i.e., Yom Kippur and Sukkot; in Kislev, due to
Hanukkah; and in Adar, due to Purim. And when the Temple
was standing, messengers would also go out in the month of
lyyar due to small Passover
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GEMARA: The Gemara asks: And if they go out for the month of
Av due to the fast, let them go out also in the months of Tammuz
and Tevet, as they too contain public fast days. As Rav Hana bar
Bizna said that Rabbi Shimon Hasida said: What is the meaning
of that which is written: “Thus said the Lord of hosts: The fast
of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and fast of the
seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall become times of joy
and gladness, and cheerful seasons, to the house of Judah”
(Zechariah 8:19). It calls them days of “fast” and it calls them
“times of joy and gladness.” How so? When there is peace in
the world, they will be times of joy and gladness, on which
eulogies and fasting are forbidden; but when there is no peace,
they are days of fasting. In a time when there is no peace, why
are messengers not sent out also for the fourth and tenth months,
so that people can know when to observe the fasts?
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Rav Pappa said that this is what it is saying: When there is
peace in the world and the Temple is standing, these days will be
times of joy and gladness; when there is persecution and
troubles for the Jewish people, they are days of fasting; and when
there is no persecution but still no peace, neither particular
troubles nor consolation for Israel, the halakha is as follows: If
people wish, they fast, and if they wish, they do not fast. Since
there is no absolute obligation to fast, messengers are not sent out
for these months.
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The Gemara asks: If so, the Ninth of Av should also be like the
other fast days, that sometimes it is observed and sometimes not,
depending upon the wishes of the community at the time. Why
does the mishna state that messengers go out for the month of Av?
Rav Pappa said: The Ninth of Av is different, since the
calamities that occurred on that day were multiplied. As the
Master said: On the Ninth of Av the Temple was destroyed,
both the first one and the second one; on this day the city of
Beitar was captured; and on this day the city of Jerusalem was
plowed over by the enemies of the Jewish people, as a sign that it
would never be rebuilt. Consequently, the fast of the Ninth of Av is
obligatory, and not optional like the other fasts. Messengers are
consequently sent out so that people will know when to fast.
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When there is peace - when the nations of the world have no
dominion over Israel.
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Rashba on Rosh Hashanah 18b:1

When there is peace they will be days of joy and
gladness. The interpretation of "when there is peace" is when
Israel is settled upon its land.
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Sefer HaEshkol, Rabbeinu Hai Gaon
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The answer of the Gaon [Rabbeinu Hai Gaon], may his memory be
for a blessing, is that the fasts spoken about in the verse “Thus
said the LORD of hosts: The fast of the fourth month, and the fast
of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth,” all
are cancelled save for the 9th of Av, as it is said, “in times when
there are neither persecution nor shalom” so in these times “people
may fast or not, as they see fit.” And the position is challenged, “If
that is so, then the 9th of Av also!” This is different, for on the 9th of
Av many misfortunes occurred. From here we learn that only on the
9th of Av it is mandatory; on the other days, people may fast or not,
as they see fit.
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Chidushei HaRitva

The time of shalom is when Israel is dwelling in their land and the
temple is standing, these will be a time for joy and gladness. If
there is no shalom, meaning that the Temple is destroyed and
Israel is persecuted, there are two diminutions and there should be
a complete fast as decreed by the early prophets. If there is not
shalom, and there is not persecution, the thing is dependent on the
desire of Israel. If the Bet Din (Jewish court) desires, there should
be a fast. If the Bet Din does not desire, there should be no fast at
all.
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Torat Ha-Adam, The Gate of Mourning — “old mourning”
... And now they have already shown their disposition to fast and
they have accepted it upon themselves. Therefore it is forbidden
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for an individual to “break through our fence,” even more so in
these generations when due to our multitudinous sins, there is
persecution upon Israel and there is no shalom. Therefore
everyone is required to fast due to the received tradition and to the
decree of the prophets.
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Mishneh Torah, Fasts 5:4-5

(4) These four fast days are distinctly mentioned in the prophetic
books: "The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth, the fast of
the seventh, and the fast of the tenth” (Zechariah 8:19). The fast of
the fourth month is the seventeenth of Tammuz, which is in the
fourth month; the fast of the fifth is Tish'ah b'Av, which is in the fifth
month; the fast of the seventh is the third of Tishri, which is in the
seventh month; and the fast of the tenth is the tenth of Teveth,
which is in the tenth month.

(5) All the Jewish people are accustomed nowadays to fast.
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Shulchan Arukh, Oreh Hayyim 549:1

It is required to fast on the 9th of Av, the 17th of Tammuz, the 3rd
of Tishrei, and the 10th of Tevet, because of the bad things that
happened on these days.

Oreh Hayyim 550:1

Everyone is required to observe these four fasts and it is forbidden
to “break the fence”.
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Classic Siddur (Ashkenaz), Nachem
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Console, O Lord our God, the mourners of Zion and the mourners of Jerusalem, and the
city that is in sorrow, laid waste, scorned and desolate; that grieves for the loss of its
children, that is laid waste of its dwellings, robbed of its glory, desolate without
inhabitants. She sits with her head covered like a barren childless woman. Legions have
devoured her; idolaters have taken possession of her; they have put Your people Israel
to the sword and delibrately killed the devoted followers of the Most High. Therefore Zion
weeps bitterly, and Jerusalem raises her voice. My heart, my heart grieves for those they
killed; I am in anguish, | am in anguish for those they killed. For You, O Lord, consumed
it with fire and with fire You will rebuild it in the future, as is said, ‘And | myself will be a
wall of fire around it, says the Lord, and | will be its glory within.” Blessed are You, Lord,
who consoles Zion and rebuilds Jerusalem. (Translation from The Koren Siddur)

Ephraim Urbach’s version of Nachem:
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Be merciful, Lord our God, with your expansive mercy and faithful love,
to us and Your people Israel,
to Jerusalem Your city, rebuilt from its razing,
raised from its ruination, resettled from its abandonment.
To those devoted to the Transcendent killed in debasement,
to Your people Israel flung to the sword,
to Your children, who gave their lives and spilt their blood before You.
Zion, who cries out bitterly; Jerusalem, who gives forth her voice:
“My heart, my heart, for the slain. My insides, my insides, for the slain.”
And the city, which You redeemed from the grasp of tyrants and troops,
and Israel, to whom You gave a legacy, and the descendants of Yeshurun, to whom you
bestowed an inheritance -
like a peaceful river, spread over them Your shelter of peace,
fulfill what was said, “Surrounding her, says the Lord,
I will be a wall of fire, within her, | will be dignity.” (Zech. 2:9)

You are blessed, Lord, Comforter of Zion, Jerusalem’s Rebuilder.trans. joshua schwartz,
8/6/19
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Institute of Jewish Studies Tisha b A‘.I as a Day of Hope and Celebration? From the Prophet Zecharia to
David Einhorn 9 Av 5779

Rabbi Alex Israel’'s FB post, August 2019

We move through the 3 weeks into the 9 days.

Halakha deepens the practices of mourning.

Now, instead of no shaving, no weddings, we add no meat, no wine, no laundering, no
bathing.

The moment of the Hurban gets closer.

But there is a dissonance.

I go to work in Jerusalem. | get stuck in the traffic.

| ask myself: ni'ax (' ©T1? Really?

Hoards of Jews giving a living pulse to this city. Malls filled with shoppers, cafes with
happy people, grandmothers and grandchildren, business meetings and all, children
playing in the city parks, a happy food festival outside the very walls of the Old City, (in
Gei Ben Hinnom! - see Jer 19:6.)

And | ask myself: oy 'na1 'wn 712 DAY ND'R?

| sit at Pardes and listen to my friend, Rabbi Dr. Sharon Shalom, depict his Aliya from
Ethiopia, as | sit with Jews from the US, France, UK, Switzerland, Australia, Brazil, and
other places.

And | ask myself: p"iaa naw' x'n ?nTIN' Nn'72?

Indeed the Nine Days are different in 2018 than in 1918 and in 1492, and in every
decade and century since the Hurban. We have so much. For that, | said this morning in
Hallel: 210 » 'n%7 min and n1® wX17 NN D210 10K AN,

So what do | think about this Av?

Why am | happy that | carry this 3 weeks beard? Why do | embrace the strictures of the
9 days?

Because it reminds me of the Hurban.

Of the |'x and not the v

Of how far we need to go as a nation, as a society.

And if you are in doubt , just open the newspapers of last week.

Murder over a parking spot!

The scenes of that hotel in Cyprus!

Overcrowded hospital wards. Ongoing violence at our borders.

There is no shortage of improvements, of rebuilding, that we need to set our minds to.
NPT DAY NTON VOWNI |I'Y

We need to create a more just, gentle society. We need to raise our nation to a level of
refinement and holiness. We need to expunge murder from our streets. We yearn for
Jewish unity, for a more palpable connection with God (the Mikdash).

We are thankful for what we have. We don't forget that for one moment.

The Nine Days is meant to draw our glance away from our achievements and remind
how much is still broken. And to vow to fix it.
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SPONSOR A DAY OF LEARNING AT PARDES
Remember. Honor. Celebrate.

% Pardes ioma
s of Jwih St

Today’s learning, 23 Kislev 5774,
is sponsored by Tricia Gibbs
in memory of her father

F. Warren Hellman %1

July 25, 1935 - December 18, 2011

TN 1913, NNNN DX 7100 2D

Pardes offers individuals the opportunity to sponsor the learning that takes place in our beit
midrash to remember, honor or celebrate any occasion. When a Day of Learning is sponsored,
a personalized sign is featured in the Pardes beit midrash, an announcement is made to the
student body, and the occasion is also shared online with our friends worldwide. In addition, we
invite the sponsor to say a few words to our students in person or provide Pardes with a written
tribute to be read aloud. To sponsor a day of learning please contact jackief@pardes.org.il
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