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The Boy’s Song

... Then the moment came for the prayer of mussaf to be said. David saw the men }
all about him raise their little books, and read out of them in praying, singing voices. ‘ 1
He saw his father do as the other men did. Then David pulled at his father’s arm. | “il

“Father,” he said, “I too want to sing. I have my flute in my pocket. I'll take it out, e voux
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and sing.” ...

Until the prayer of mincha, he did not move. But when the men arose to repeat the mincha prayer,
the boy also rose. “Father,” he said, “I too want to sing!”

His father whispered quickly, “Where have you got your fife?” “Here in my pocket.” “Let me see it.”
David drew out his fife, and showed it to his father. His father seized it out of his hand. “I.et me hold
it for you,” he said. ...

The boy could hold back his desire no longer. He seized the flute from his father’s hand, set it to his
mouth, and began to play his music. A silence of terror fell upon the congregation. Aghast, they looked
upon the boy; their backs cringed, as if they waited instantly for the walls to fall upon them. But a
flood of joy came over the countenance of Rabbi Israel. He raised his spread palms over the boy
David. “The cloud is pierced and broken!” cried the Master of the Name, “and evil is scattered from
over the face of the earth!”



