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#3 Inspired Parenting Podcast: Tzedakah - Generosity

SOURCE #1 Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur liturgy
(Found at the end of the climactic Netaneh Tokef prayer before Musaf of R.H. and Y.K.)
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Teshuva - Repentance,Tefila - Prayer and Tzedaka - Generosity

in giving - can avert an evil decree.
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SOURCE #2a
Deut. 15:11

There will never cease to be poor in the land.
Therefore | command you: ‘You shall open and
open again your hand to your brother, to your needy
and to your poor in your land.’
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SOURCE #2b
Deut. 15:7-10

If among you, one of your brethren should become
poor, in any of your towns within your land that the Lord
your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart
or shut your hand against your poor brother, sbut you
must continually open your hand to him and lend him
sufficient for his need, whatever he lacks.

*Take care lest there be a bad thought in your heart
and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is
near,” and your eye look grudgingly on your poor
brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to the
Lord because of you....
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SOURCE #3

Shulchan Aruch, Code of Jewish Law — Tzedakah, Ch. 248

Every person is obligated to give tzedakah according to his ability. Even [P7 2N DTX D
one who is supported by tzedakah is required to give from what he has NPT
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SOURCE #4

Shulchan Aruch, Code of Jewish Law — Tzedakah Ch. 251:12

Two poor people who must give tzedakah may exchange with

each other.

7 DA'NY DY Y

METY

NZTY M7 D TOX 72 D!

i7¢j

SOURCE #5
Rav Dessler - Michtav M’Eliyahu - Strive for Truth

When God created the human being, God
created every person a giver and a taker. The
energy of giving is the supreme energy of all the
characteristics of the blessed Creator because
the Creator has compassion, and does acts of
goodness and gives without receiving anything in
return. And that is how God created the human
being: “In the image of God He made the human
being” so that He / he would be able to have
compassion, and to bestow kindness and to give.

A significant question stands before us: Since
love and giving come together, is giving an
outgrowth of loving? Or the opposite: does love
develop as a result of giving?
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We have been accustomed to think that giving is
an outgrowth of loving, that a person will give to
whatever or whomever the person already loves.

But the opposite theory is that we will love the
work of our own hands, when we feel that part of
our essence is invested in that person or thing -
whether a child to which we gave birth or
adopted, an animal we raised, or a plant we cared
for, or an inanimate object like a home that we
built [or a piece of art, or music we created]— we
are closely connected in love to the works of our
own hands, because we find ourselves in them.

I was shown a source from the words of our
Rabbis, z”l, that follows this second theory, “If a
person desires to grow his love for his fellow
person, let him do something to enhance that
person's well being.”
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Source #6

Shulchan Aruch, Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh Deah 249

If one cannot afford to give to the poor as much
as they need, one can give up to 20 % of one’s
possessions and that is the ideal mitzvah; 10 %
is the average way to fulfill this mitzvah; less than
that is considered avaricious.

(However, one should not spend more than 20%
of one’s income in order not to eventually
become an economic burden to his community.
This is true in one’s lifetime but one can stipulate
to donate as much as one desires after one’s
death. Charitable giving should first and foremost
provide for the poor.)

Providing for one’s own livelihood takes priority
over all others, and one is not obligated to give
charity until one’s own livelihood is secured. After
that, one should give priority to the livelihood of
one’s parents (if they are poor); they take priority
over the livelihood of one’s children. After that,
one’s children, who take priority over one’s
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siblings, who take priority over other relatives. W7 N IR LN 'WIART 1D
Relatives take priority over one’s neighbors, who .NNN
take priority over the residents of one’s own city,
who in turn take priority over residents of another
city.

SOURCE #7
Rambam Laws of Gifts to the Poor 7
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When a poor person begs from door to door, we DI7Y DT 191 IRAWE MY

do not give him a large gift. Instead, we give him a
small gift. It is forbidden to turn away a poor
person who asks [for support] empty-handed. I'X D'NN9N 7Y AThNN W1
Even giving him one fig is sufficient, as it says: YAK Nann NINNY 17 7N
Let not the dejected turn away in shame. ~IOXI NOYIN AINN 17 NN
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Rambam Laws of Gifts to the Poor 10
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