A sense of place — Bamidbar 5779
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On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from the land of Egypt,
the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, saying:

Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh on Bamidbar 1:1
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"In the Sinai Desert..." Our Rabbis expounded precious understandings through this text in Bamidbar
Rabbah 1. It is only left to ask why HaShem did not use consistent measures in this verse. When it
describes where they were, the general location (the Sinai Desert) is mentioned first and only
afterwards does it specific 'in the Tent of Meeting;' but when it mentions the time the specific is
mentioned first, 'on the first day of the second month,' and afterwards the general - 'in the second year.'
It appears, actually, that in a very intelligent fashion the verse did use consistent measures. This can be
understood in the same way they explain "...see there is a place near Me..." (Shemot 33:21) in Bereshit
Rabbah 68, saying 'that the place of the Holy One is secondary to Him.' From this perspective, every
place is secondary in relation to the place where Gd encamps. Therefore, in our verse, the Tent of
Meeting is actually the encompassing measure and the desert is secondary to it. In order that we read
the verse from this perspective, the second half was joined to it 'on the first of the month...in the second
year.' The phrase 'Tent of Meeting' is actually the encompassing measure, and therefore was placed
second just as the words 'second year' were placed after the phrase 'on the first day of the month.' You
can know how immeasurably awesome is the place where the Lord is from the fact that six hundred
thousand men of Israel stood in the two cubits between the poles of the ark (Bereshit Rabbah 5).
Though it appears little to the eye, it is great from the perspective of the One who dwells there, Blessed
be He.
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Ramban Shemot 25:1

...And the secret of the tabernacle is that the glory of God that dwelt on Mount Sinai, [also] hiddenly
dwells upon it. And it is like it is written there (Exodus 24:16), "And the glory of the Lord dwells upon
Mount Sinai," and it is written (Deuteronomy 5:21), "Behold, the Lord, our God, has shown us His glory
and His greatness." And so [too] was it written about the tabernacle, "and the glory of the Lord, filled
the tabernacle" (Exodus 40: 34)." And with the tabernacle, it twice mentioned, "and the glory of the
Lord, filled the tabernacle" - corresponding to "His glory and His greatness." And the glory that was
shown to them on Mount Sinai was always with Israel in the tabernacle...

T2 P (TO T 7'WY7) DW INKIY IND1 N0 I'7Y PIY 11'0 1N 7V DY AWK TIAdN NN LXIN PYN TIOI
DX X'M N TIDI! PWNL 2N |2 ,17TA NXRIITIAD DX 1'A7R "N RN D) XD 0 0MaT (2d1,7'0 N 7w 'n
N'NI1LI7TA DXL ITIAD DX T21D,DWnn DR K7 N TI2d1 0'y9 Y pwna otnL(T7 n 7n7) punin
...'1'0 0N DNY NRMIY TIAdN 7KW DY T'AN PYN

Taanit 16a

TRAW7 AROIN 1NN XYY N MR TN XN XN A T7 Y N o animn N (X ,22 0 MAaT) 'Rn
D' 'TAIYY? XM 12NN RX'Y 1N KX TN

What is the meaning of the name Mount [Har] Moriah? Rabbi Levi bar Hama and Rabbi Hanina
disagree with regard to this matter. One said that the name alludes to the mountain from which
instruction [hora’a] went out to the Jewish people. And one said that it is the mountain from which fear
[mora] went out to the idolaters:
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fear went out to the idolaters — When they heard of the greatness of Israel and Jerusalem and were
afraid of them. | heard another explanation, that Mount Moriah was Mount Sinai and that fear fell upon
the idolaters when the Torah was given, as it is written “...the earth was numbed with fright.” (Psalms
76:9)
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He came upon a certain place and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of the
stones of that place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place.
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As it is written: “And Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran” (Genesis 28:10). And it is
written thereafter: “And he encountered the place...” (Genesis 28:11). When Jacob arrived at Haran, he
said: Is it possible that | passed a place where my fathers prayed and | did not pray there? When he set

his mind to return, the land contracted for him. Immediately: “And he encountered the place...”

Isaiah 2:1-4
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The word that Isaiah son of Amoz prophesied concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In the days to come, The
Mount of the LORD’s House Shall stand firm above the mountains And tower above the hills; And all the
nations Shall gaze on it with joy. And the many peoples shall go and say: “Come, Let us go up to the
Mount of the LORD, To the House of the God of Jacob; That He may instruct us in His ways, And that we
may walk in His paths.” For instruction shall come forthfrom Zion, The word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. Thus He will judge among the nations And arbitrate for the many peoples, And they shall
beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks: Nation shall not take up Sword
against nation; They shall never again know war.

Bereshit 28:16-17
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Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is present in this place, and | did not know it!”
Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the abode of God, and that is the
gateway to heaven.”
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