Balak Podcast

Nechama Goldman Barash

Numbers 25: 1-9

While Israel was staying at Shittim, the

people profaned themselves by whoring with the
Moabite women,

who invited the people to the sacrifices for their god.
The people partook of them and worshiped that god.

Thus Israel attached itself to Baal-peor, and the LORD
was incensed with Israel.

The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the

ringleaders and have them publiclyimpaled before the
LORD, so that the LORD’s wrath may turn away from
Israel.”

So Moses said to Israel’s officials, “Each of you slay
those of his men who attached themselves to Baal-
peor.”

Just then one of the Israelites came and brought a
Midianite woman over to his companions, in the sight
of Moses and of the whole Israelite community who
were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

When Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest,
saw this, he left the assembly and, taking a spear in his
hand,

he followed the Israelite into the chamber and stabbed
both of them, the Israelite and the woman, through the
belly. Then the plague against the Israelites was
checked.

Those who died of the plague numbered twenty-four
thousand
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Sifrei Bamidbar 131

"And Israel sat in Shittim": in the place of sitoth
("straying" [from the L-rd]). At that time Ammonim and
Moavim arose and built markets for themselves from
Beth Hayeshimoth until Har Hashaleg, where they
installed harlots, old ones outside and young ones
within, who sold flaxen garments. When an Israelite
would eat and drink and make merry and go out to
promenade and to buy something from the old one, she
would offer it to him at cost, whereupon the young one
would call out to him from within, saying “Come and
buy it for less,"” and he did so. The same, the next day
and the day after. The third day she would say to him
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"Come inside and pick for yourself — you're like one of | YR 7% no3°R 77 °31 12 7R MANWA "X 777 72?0
the family." He obliged. The pitcher near her was full of | 17¥y 2 won 1R 191 12 72301 RIM 17 TAXY 7230w KoK
Ammoni wine, the wine of idolators having not yet been "ANTI2Y RO NYD Fva
forbidden to Israelites. She: "Would you like to drink
some wine?" He obliged, and when the wine burned in
him he said to her “Consent to me," at which she took
an image of Peor from under her breast-band and said to
him: "My master, if you want me to consent to you, bow
down to this." He: "Can | bow down to idolatry?" She:
"What difference does it make to you? | am only asking
that you bare yourself before him." (The sages ruled that
baring oneself to Peor is its mode of worship.)

And he did so. From there it was said baring oneself that

is its worship.

Guard yourself lest you forge a covenant with the inhabitants 7% PD Y
of the land to which you come, lest that be a snare in your | X3 7% WX P87 2WP? 12 nPR™ T2 MET ()
midst... Lestyou forge a covenant with the inhabitants of 2P WRIN? T TRy
the land and stray after the gods and offer sacrifices to | 1WR"NX) 11730 0a Nagn~NY) 1EAR DRARRNR *3 (37)
their gods, that they call you and you eat of their RElammlg

sacrifice. And you may take of their daughters for your | :xu7 X3p 7% 70 X32 P12 2 08 982 mgawn X5 %2 (77)
sons, and when their daughters go astray after their gods, | 2 afsm™s *n8 191 PI8T 2¢P? 02 1990719 ()
they will cause your sons to go astray after their gods. 1imam A9oRY 99 RP) 2AvTORY
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The LORD said to Moses as follows: W PAD NaTRa
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Speak to the Israelite people and instruct them to make "9197°Y NR¥ 077 Wy 0FRR RN NI 212798 N4 (M)
for themselves fringes on the corners of their garments :N22R 2N 7197 NYURTOY RN 0RIT? 0T
throughout the ages; let them attach a cord of blue to PPy ni¥n=22-nx BTN AR QR hwx? 827 mm (07)
the fringe at each corner. oNXTIYR 02Oy *I0R) D237 P08 1MIADKY) opk anvn
Hahaalstigakhis
That shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the :0°ORY DWW TR oM CRiYnToa Ny oty 1M31n Wb (1)
commandments of the LORD and observe them, so NivY 07A%R PIRD DINN NRYIT WR 0208 PP VIR (Rn)
that you do not follow your heart and eyes in your D 02K PIP? "IR DoNRD 037
lustful urge.

Thus you shall be reminded to observe all My
commandments and to be holy to your God.

I the LORD am your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt to be your God: I, the LORD your God.

Babylonia Talmud Menachot 44A
There was once a man who was particularly careful about the commandment of tzitzit (fringes). He heard that there was
a prostitute in a town by the sea who took four hundred gold coins as her price. He sent to her four hundred gold coins




and set a time to come to her. When his time came, he went... She said ‘Let him come in’. When he entered she had
prepared for him seven beds, six of silver and one of gold...She went up and sat naked on the top bed. As he was
climbing up to sit with her, the four strings of his tzitzit smacked him in the face. He fell...She came down and said ‘By
the city of Rome, I will not let you rest until you tell me what blemish you saw on me.” He said ‘I have never seen a
more beautiful woman than you, but there is one commandment that God commanded us, and tzitzit is its name...Now
the tzitzit are witnesses against me.” She said to him ‘I will not let you rest until you tell me what your name is, the name
of your city, the name of your teacher, and the name of the school in which you learned this Torah.” He wrote it
down...She got up and divided her possessions—one third for the government, one third for the poor, and one third she
kept, including the sheets from the bed. She came to the Beit Midrash (house of study) of Rabbi Chiya. She said ‘Rabbi,
command me and make me a convert.” He said to her ‘My daughter, have you set your eyes on one of the students?’ She
took out the paper and gave it to him. He said ‘Go, and enjoy your purchase.” Then, the sheets which she had spread
for him in prohibition, she now spread for him lawfully.




