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Parsha: Matot-Masel
Title: How to Get What You Want! Plan Your Next Big Ask!

Contributor: Laura Marder, Pardes Day School Educators
Program "12-"14
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Spotlight on the Parsha:

The Israelites are just about to finally be done with their journey in the desert and
cross the Jordan River into the Land of Israel. The tribes of Gad and Reuven have
the most cattle and sheep. They really want to stay on the eastern side of the
Jordan River, where there are plush fields for their livestock.
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They ask Moshe if they can just stay on the land on the eastern side of the Jordan
River, instead of crossing over into the Land of Israel. Moshe gets pretty upset
and accuses them of trying to start a whole revolution of people just wanting to
stay put instead of fighting for the land. This is his reaction, of course, because
their request has brought up past trauma: remember, with the previous
generation, the whole episode of the “spies” reporting that it was too scary to go
into the Land of Israel?

The tribes of Reuven and Gad could have just gotten mad and yelled “that’s not
fair” or gotten sad and stomped away. Instead, they decided to think about what it
was that was holding them back from getting what they wanted! They realized
that Moshe just wanted to make sure everyone crossed the Jordan River to fight
so that they could have the land. Not everyone had to live there afterward,
though! So they promised to still go and fight hard! Moshe doesn’t say ok, but he
does say that they better keep their promise or God will be very upset.

Zooming In and Questions for Consideration:
In your own lives:
e Think of something you asked for that you did not get. Why do you think
you didn't get it?
e Now, think of something you asked for and got! Why do you think the
person said yes?

The tribes of Gad and Reuven are wise, and use a very helpful practice for getting
what they want. We can follow their lead!

1. What is it you really want?

Think about the purpose of what you want and open up to the one you are asking.
This can help the person you are asking have empathy (care and understanding)
for you and your cause.
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In this case we see that the tribes of Gad and Reuven just want a safe, happy
place for their livestock and families.

Bamidbar 32:16
Then they stepped up to him and said, N2 [NX DOTA NN YN 1R
“We will build here sheepfolds for our . 11909 DI ,ND 17Ny
flocks and towns for our children. ' ' S

2. Come together with the other people who might want the same thing, or
make sure you are very clear with yourself about the purpose of what you
want.
e How do you become united with the people with whom you are asking for
something?
e How do you really make sure you are "on the same page” about your
reasoning for getting what you want?

Here we see that the text goes from plural to singular while talking about Gad
and Reuven’s tribes.

Bamidbar 32:5

They said, if we find favor in your -"2'VA N 1IRXNA-DX 1NN
eyes...

Bamidbar 32:25

And the children of Gad and the L NYN-7X (21K 21 T2-12 NI
children of Reuven said [singular) to
Moshe...
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3. Think about it from the other side.
Recognize how the person you are asking is feeling about your request. Make
sure you understand what would worry them about you getting what you want.

What is Moshe worried about?

Bamidbar 32:6-8
6. Moses replied to the Gadites and 1271 T2-127 nYn NI

the Reuvenites, “Are your brothers to DRNI ,NNNYAY 1KY D'NXD 2K
go to war while you stay here? - ' 299 -IJHJ’J’-i

7. Why will you turn the minds of the

- JINLE - JN! a
Israelites from crossing into the land W 13 27-NR HRID A7) T

that the LORD has given them? 701N DNY INIFIYN YIRD-7X 12Yn
8. That is what your fathers did when | DNN 'N7Y3 ,0Q'NAX 1WY Nd N
sent them from Kadesh-barnea to . YIXD-NX N7 V12 UTn

survey the land.

4. Think about your approach and how you will reassure them.
How do you approach someone you are asking something from?

Gad and Reuven "come close” [vayigshu eilav), and meet Moshe. This makes it
feel more personal. How might this help them get what they want?

Bamidbar 32:16-18

16. Then they stepped up to him and said, INX DNT2 NN I'7X 193] TO
“We will build here sheepfolds for our 11909 DMWI,ND 17N N
flocks and towns for our children. ' ' FeE e
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17. And we will hasten as shock-troops in 112 1397 D'YWN Y70 1NIXI T
the van of the Israelites until we have X DIN'ID-DN WX TV 7K
established them in their home, while our A¥IRA YA -IJBO 1] 'DYJI'|7.YJ
children stay in the fortified towns because T T

: : YN QY 1IoN
of the inhabitants of the land. VARG : i

18. We will not return to our homes until . 'n_J---I.J'Jag-"n__'_{ 1Y) No7n
every one of the Israelites is in possession N0 YUK Y 2 70NN
of his portion.
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The Parsha in Practice - My Planner

Note: This activity can be talked through on Shabbat and written up after
Shabbat.

The table on the following page follows the steps according to the wise tribes of
Gad and Reuven in Parshiot Matot-Masei.

You should try to use this chart next time you want to ask for something! It can
help you get what you want by being mindful of everyone’s concerns and by
listening to yourself and the person you are asking.

Make sure to use a kind understanding tone while asking.
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What do | want?

Why do | want this?

Am | working with anyone else? If so,
how can we make sure we are
together in what we want?

In your own words, how would you
find out what the person from whom
you are requesting something is
concerned about?

Ask the person you are going to request
something from what they might be
worried about if you get what you want.
For example: “You'll be too tired,” or “You
won't have time for homework,” or “We
already spend a lot of money on that.”

This is what I/ we promise in return
that will make sure what you are
concerned about is taken care of.
Come closer to the person you are asking
and make sure they know that you
understand their concerns and that you
respect them.
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