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Parsha: Devarim

Title: Deconstructing Moshe’s Speech

Contributor: Rachel Friedrichs, Assistant Director of the Pardes Center
for Jewish Educators, Pardes Day School Educators Program '05-'07

The Parsha at Gt (ance

Spotlight on the Parsha:

Bnei Yisrael have been traveling through the desert for 40 years! They have had some
pretty big adventures — the exodus from Egypt, receiving the Ten Commandments at
Sinai, fighting enemies in the desert, receiving manna from heaven, getting punished for
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not obeying God, and more! Throughout all that, the generation that was taken out of
Egypt has passed away and now their kids and grandkids are camped near the banks of
the Jordan River, waiting to cross into the land that God had promised them. But
Moshe, who will not be going into Canaan with the people, decides to give them a
‘farewell speech’ before they cross the river without him. In fact, most of the Book of

Devarim shares with us what Moshe says to Bnei Yisrael before they advance, for the
first time, without his leadership.

Zooming In:

So, what does Moshe say in this all-important speech? This is his last chance to tell them
what they are going to need to know as they conquer the land, settle there and grow
into an established nation. Imagine all the things running through his head...

To really find out what Moshe did decide to say to the people, you need to read the
entire Book of Devarim! But a quick summary can be divided into three main parts:

1. Reminding the people of their previous experiences in the desert, including their sins
and mistakes and God’s miracles

2. Reviewing all the commandments - to make sure the people know how to behave and
follow God once they are living in their own land

3. Afinal strong reminder that the people must follow God’s commandments in order to
continue to receive God’s blessings and to avoid punishment from God

Questions for Consideration:

Hmmm... so what do you think Moshe should have said to Bnei Yisrael?

e What would be most important? What would be most helpful to the people as they
cross the Jordan River and fight to settle in Canaan?
e What would YOU say to Bnei Yisrael at this time?
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Reconsidering Moshe’s Considerations...

Let’s try to get into Moshe’s head and figure out what he might have been thinking as
he chose his words to deliver to Bnei Yisrael at this important turning point in their
journey. Below are some quotes from this week’s parsha that Moshe said to the nation,
with some context and questions alongside them...

With your friends or family, consider the prompts and see if you can determine why
you think Moshe included this in his farewell speech and whether you think it was a
good idea.

[Note to facilitator: The excerpted verses from this week’s parsha, with the
questions/prompts next to them, have been laid out so that each quote can be cut out
into separate cards and passed out among different members of the group.]
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Deuteronomy 1:8

QN NINRD-NINX D)9 YPN) XY
MM Y2¥) TYUN NIND-NN W)
:wyvbw 7nx>b DD7ANY ,0PNANY
.ODINN mmbw mb nnY

See, | place the land at your disposal. Go,
take possession of the land that the LORD
swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, to assign to them and to their
heirs after them.

[Moshe says this verse as one of his
opening lines of his speech to the nation:]

e Why does Moshe make a point to
mention that the land (Canaan) had
already been promised to Bnei Yisrael’s
ancestors Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov?

Do you feel a different kind of
connection to something that has been
a part of your family for a long time?

Deuteronomy 1:17

2732 0P2 ,V9YN2 D29 1IIN-ND
2D, WIN-)9D 1IN Nb--wnwn
TYN 127D ; NIN DIINY VIYNN
RYNY >bz~< P2IPH , 090 NYP?

...You shall not be play favorites in
judgment: hear out low and high alike.
Fear no man, for judgment is God’s. And
any matter that is too difficult for you,
you shall bring to me [Moshe] and | will
hear it.

[Moshe is reminding the people about an
important aspect of the ‘court system’
they established while in the desert:]

e Why is it important for Bnei Yisrael to
be reminded of how they had
conducted a fair justice system just
before they cross into Canaan?
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Deuteronomy 1:26-27

Y9-NIN INM ; HDY2 DNXIAN NJY I
 DP2ONI WIIM 12 .0TONR MM
NN M INIYA IIHNM

NN NNY--DXN NIND NNOXIN
AMTRYDY PIND 122

26. Yet you refused to go up, and flouted the
command of the LORD your God. 27. You
sulked in your tents and said, “It is because
the LORD hates us that He brought us out of
the land of Egypt, to hand us over to the
Amorites to wipe us out...”

[Moshe does not hold back from reminding
the nation of all the sins and mistakes they
made while they were in the desert -
including the time they believed their spies'
false report about Canaan and refused to
travel there:]

e How do you feel when you have been
reminded of a mistake you made in the
past? Does it matter who is reminding you
or when?

o Will hearing about this mistake help Bnei
Yisrael as they cross into Canaan?

Deuteronomy 1:34-35

; D227 JIP-NN,MN? YRV 1Y
NNT-ON Y 9NN YyaYN 989N
YN ITD,NIND DOVIND VON
YN NN NN NN~
.D2>NANY NN ONYAY)

34. When the LORD heard your loud
complaint, He was angry. He vowed: 35. Not
one of those men, this evil generation, shall
see the good land that | swore to give to your
fathers...

[Here is the reminder of God’s response to the
people’s complaints about going to Canaan:]

e Notice how Moshe switches from talking
about ‘those men’ to ‘your fathers’...why
do you think he does that, even if it makes
the sentence awkward?

e The people Moshe is speaking to didn’t
actually sin or get punished - their parents
did... so why mention this at all?

e What do you think Bnei Yisrael are
thinking when they hear about their
parents’ punishment?

Deuteronomy 2:8
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We then moved on, away from our
brother, the descendants of Esau, who
live in Seir, away from the road of the
Arabah, away from Elath and Ezion-
geber; and we marched on in the
direction of the wilderness of Moab.

[Here is one of several times where
Moshe recounts the movements and
battles they faced in the desert:]

e Does it seem strange that after
hundreds of years and so much history
- we still consider the descendants of
Esav “our brother”?

Can you think of any way that being
reminded of this part of their journey
in the desert will help Bnei Yisrael in
the future?

Deuteronomy 2:25

TN TN NN SN M0 P
--DRYN-92 NND ,D2RY7 79-SY
VNN TRV PYHY? N
9

This day | [God] begin to put the dread
and fear of you upon the peoples
everywhere under heaven, so that they
shall tremble and quake because of you
whenever they hear you mentioned.

[Moshe is telling the people what God
had said - that all the surrounding nations
in the desert would be afraid of Bnei
Yisrael:]

e Can you think of a time where you
might ever want someone to fear you?
When? Why?
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Deuteronomy 3:21-22

NIND NY2,o70IN VIVIN-NN) NI | [Our parsha ends with Moshe telling the
IYUN- '73 NN DRI PYPY - "\)DNb people that Yehoshua, who will soon be
073‘3)3-1 73\))5 DD?ﬂbN MmN’ Ny their leader, has been given a ‘pep’ talk:]
925 MM Nvy- p-—ﬂbm
7)3\,9 932y RN '\\’)N J'H‘.')'J)QD“) e How do you think Yehoshua felt when

37_]‘72‘{ Mmn? O3 : DINPN N‘J 29 Moshe first told him these words? Will
.D9Y Dﬂ'?)ﬂ NI this make Yehoshua a better leader?

e What do you think is important for a
retiring leader to tell the new leader

21. | also charged Joshua at that time,
& who is about to take their place?

saying, “You have seen with your own
eyes all that the LORD your God has done
to these two kings; so shall the LORD do
to all the kingdoms into which you shall
cross over. 22. Do not fear them, for it is
the LORD your God who will battle for
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you.
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