Nitzavim. Redemption & Return

1. Talmud Sanhedrin 97b
Rab said: All the predestined dates [for redemption] have passed, and

the matter [now] depends only on repentance and good deeds. But
Samuel maintained: it is sufficient for a mourner to keep his [period
of] mourning.2® This matter is disputed by Tannaim: R. Eliezer said: if
Israel repent, they will be redeemed; if not, they will not be
redeemed. R. Joshua said to him, if they do not repent, will they not
be redeemed! But the Holy One, blessed be He, will set up a king over
them, whose decrees shall be as cruel as Haman's, whereby Israel
shall engage in repentance, and he will thus bring them back to the
right path.

3. Devarim ch.30

When all these things befall you—the blessing and the curse that |
have set before you—and you take them to heart amidst the various
nations to which the Lord your God has banished you, 2and you return
to the Lord your God, and you and your children heed His command
with all your heart and soul, just as | enjoin upon you this day, 3then
the Lord your God will restore your captives and take you back in
mercy. He will bring you together again from all the peoples where
the Lord your God has scattered you. *Even if your outcasts are at the
ends of the world, from there the Lord your God will gather you, from
there He will fetch you. >And the Lord your God will bring you to the
land that your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will
make you more prosperous and more numerous than your fathers.
6Then the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of
your offspring to love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul,
in order that you may live. “The Lord your God will inflict all those
curses upon the enemies and foes who persecuted you. 8You,
however, will again heed the Lord and obey all His commandments
that | enjoin upon you this day. °And the Lord your God will grant you
abounding prosperity in all your undertakings, in the issue of your
womb, the offspring of your cattle, and the produce of your soil. For
the Lord will again delight in your well-being, as He did in that of your
fathers, when you heed the Lord your God, keeping His
commandments and laws that are recorded in this book of the
Teaching—once you return to the Lord your God with all your heart
and soul.

4. Vayikra ch.26
But if you do not obey Me and do not observe all these

commandments...
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Your land shall become a desolation and your cities a ruin. 33but shall
perish among the nations; and the land of your enemies shall
consume you.

39Those of you who survive shall wallow in their iniquity in the land of
your enemies; more, they shall wallow over the iniquities of their
fathers; *°and they shall confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their
fathers, in that they sinned against Me, yea, were hostile to Me. #!1, in
turn, will be hostile to them and remove them into the land of their
enemies, then at last shall their obdurate heart humble itself, and
they shall atone for their iniquity. **Then will | remember My
covenant with Jacob; | will remember also My covenant with Isaac,
and also My covenant with Abraham; and I will remember the land.
“3For the land shall be forsaken of them, making up for its sabbath
years by being desolate of them, while they atone for their iniquity;
for the abundant reason that they rejected My rules and spurned My
laws. *Yet, even then, when they are in the land of their enemies, |
will not reject them or spurn them so as to destroy them, annulling
My covenant with them: for | the Lord am their God. **I will
remember in their favor the covenant with the “first ones”, whom |
freed from the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their
God: |, the Lord.
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7. Rambam. Hilchot Teshuva 7:5

All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only be

redeemed through Teshuvah.

The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will repent
towards the end of her exile and, immediately, she will be redeemed
as [Deuteronomy 30:1-3] states: “There shall come a time when [you
will experience] all these things... and you will return to God, your
Lord.... God, your Lord, will bring back your [captivity].”
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