A very good story — Bereshit 5780
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God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.
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And from the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that was pleasing to the sight and good
for food, with the tree of life in the middle of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and bad.

Ramban on Bereshot 1:4
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This is the explanation. Gd’s seeing his creations as good teaches us that he desired their ongoing
existence, and that if his desire should remove from them for even an instant — they would not exist.
This phrase is repeated all six days, and on the sixth day when all was complete “And God saw all that He
had made, and found it very good.” (1:31) Thus on the first day it says when the light came into being,
“And Gd saw that it was good,” meaning that he desired that it should exist forever.

Seforno on Bereshot 1:4
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“And Gd saw that the light was good” It is was so because God saw it and chose that it exist because of
its purpose, that is the good for which God brought it forth through his creative consciousness.
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The LORD saw how great was man’s wickedness on earth, and how every plan devised by his mind was
nothing but evil all the time.



Bereshit 2:15
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The LORD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden, to till it and tend it.

Rashi on Bereshit 2:15
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God took him with pleasant words and enticed him to enter (Bereshit Rabbah)

Bereshit Rabba 9:7
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Rabbi Nahman said in Rabbi Samuel's name: 'Behold, it was good' refers to the Good Desire; 'And
behold, it was very good' refers to the Evil Desire. (It only says 'very good' after man was created with
both the good and bad inclinations, in all other cases it only says 'and God saw that it was good') Can
then the Evil Desire be very good? That would be extraordinary! But without the Evil Desire, however,
no man would build a house, take a wife and beget children; and thus said Solomon: 'Again, | considered
all labour and all excelling in work, that it is a man's rivalry with his neighbour.' (Ecclesiastes 4:4).
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The LORD God said, “It is not good for man to be alone; | will make a fitting helper for him.”
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