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Talmud Bava Batra 17a

Incidental to the discussion of the verse “And God blessed Abraham with
everything” (Genesis 24:1), the Gemara states that the Sages taught: There
were three people to whom the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave already in
this world a taste of the World-to-Come. They are: Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Abraham, as it is written with regard to him: “And the Lord blessed
Abraham with everything” (Genesis 24:1). Isaac, as it is written with
regard to him: “And I have eaten from everything” (Genesis 27:33). Jacob,
as it is written with regard to him: “Because I have everything” (Genesis
33:11). This teaches that already in their lifetimes they merited everything,

i.e., perfection.
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There were three people over whom the evil inclination had no sway. They
are: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as it is written with regard to them,
respectively: “With everything,” “from everything,” “everything.” The
completeness of their blessings means that they did not have to contend with
their evil inclinations. And some say that even David was not subject to his
evil inclination, as it is written: “And my heart has died within me”
(Psalms 109:22), meaning that the evil inclination in his heart was nullified as
if his heart had died. And how does the other authority, who does not include
David in his list, explain this verse? He is mentioning his travails. David
means to say that his heart died within him owing to all the suffering that he
endured, but he says nothing about his evil inclination.

The Sages taught: There were six people over whom the Angel of Death
had no sway in their demise, and they are: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as it is written
with regard to them, respectively: “With everything,” “from everything,”
“everything”; since they were blessed with everything they were certainly
spared the anguish of the Angel of Death. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, as it
is written with regard to them that they died “by the mouth of the Lord”
(Numbers 33:38; Deuteronomy 34:5), which indicates that they died with a
Kiss, and not at the hand of the Angel of Death.
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The Sages taught: There were seven people over whom the worm and the
maggot had no sway, and they are: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses,
Aaron and Miriam, and Benjamin, son of Jacob. Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, as it is written with regard to them, respectively: “With
everything,” “from everything,” “everything.”
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Bava Batra 16b

The Gemara comments that this disagreement is parallel to a dispute between
tanna’im: The Torah states: “And the Lord blessed Abraham with
everything [bakkol]” (Genesis 24:1), and the Sages disagree about what
bakkol means. Rabbi Meir says: The blessing is that he did not have a
daughter. Rabbi Yehuda says: On the contrary, the blessing was that he
had a daughter. Others say: Abraham had a daughter and her name was
Bakkol.
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Rabbi Elazar HaModa’i says: Abraham our forefather was so
knowledgeable in astrology [itztagninut] that all the kings of the East and
the West would come early to his door due to his wisdom. This is the
blessing of bakkol, that he possessed knowledge that everybody needed.
Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says: A precious stone hung around the neck of
Abraham our forefather; any sick person who looked at it would
immediately be healed. When Abraham our forefather died, the Holy
One, Blessed be He, hung this stone from the sphere of the sun, which from
that point on brought healing to the sick. Abaye said: This explains the adage
that people say: As the day progresses, sickness is lifted.
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Alternatively, what is the blessing of bakkol? That Esau did not rebel in
Abraham’s lifetime, that is to say, as long as Abraham lived Esau did not sin.
Alternatively, the blessing of bakkol is that Ishmael repented in Abraham’s
lifetime. The Gemara explains: From where do we derive that Esau did not
rebel in Abraham’s lifetime? As it is written: “And Jacob was cooking a
stew and Esau came in from the field and he was faint” (Genesis 25:29),
and a baraita taught: On that day Abraham our forefather passed away,
and Jacob our forefather prepared a lentil stew to comfort Isaac, his
father, as it was customary to serve mourners lentil stew.
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Sfat Emet, Genesis, Chayei Sara, Section 6

In Midrash Tanhuma on the verse “Abraham was old, advanced in years, and
the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things.” It says: Scripture states
elsewhere in allusion to this verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God,
Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with glory and majesty (Ps. 104:1).
What prompted David to bless the Holy One, blessed be He, with his soul? He
did so because the soul sees but is not seen, and the Holy One, blessed be He,
sees but is not seen. Hence, the soul that sees but is not seen praised the Holy
One, blessed be he, who sees but is not seen. The explanation is that the
Blessed Holy One bestowed a soul in the human which is supernatural, and a
person is incapable of really understanding their soul. Thus a person is driven
to believe that even though it is impossible to really understand Gd’s Blessed
Glory, nevertheless it is possible to cleave to it, in the same way that the
human body cleaves to its soul. Thus the soul is uniquely capable of blessing
Gd. And that is what is implied when the midrash states that Avraham
innovated elderliness/ziknah. Elder here means that he acquired wisdom.

The essence of this is to apprehend even in this world the enlightenment of the
World to Come. And the wise will understand.

The request of Eliezer was simply that he should not be delayed, Gd forbid, in
the mission of his master. Similarly, every individual needs to recognize that
they are emissaries in this world to do the will of their Creator. And Similarly,
the oath that every individual takes, to be righteous and not to be wicked. And
in truth, one has not completed their mission until they act to move from
cursed to blessed by way of faith, and | have already written about this
elsewhere at length.
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Tanhuma Chayei Sara 3

And Abraham was old, well stricken in age (Gen. 24:1). Scripture states
elsewhere in allusion to this verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God,
Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with glory and majesty (Ps. 104:1).
What prompted David to bless the Holy One, blessed be He, with his soul? He
did so because the soul sees but is not seen, and the Holy One, blessed be He,
sees but is not seen. Hence, the soul that sees but is not seen praised the Holy
One, blessed be he, who sees but is not seen. Similarly, the soul guards the
body and the Holy One, blessed be He, guards the entire universe. It is fitting,
therefore, that the soul which guards the body should praise the Holy One,
blessed be He, who guards His world. What is the meaning of the verse O
Lord my God, Thou art very great? R. Eleazar explained it thus: “You were
great before You created Your world, but Your greatness was magnified after
You created Your world,” as it is said: Thou art very great.

3, 1w vnhayei Sara, Siman 3

W91 7372 1IN0 MRY A ] BTN
7722 M7 AR AR). X L7P 2°9an' (7 0N
APR) R WoIaY 2Wn3a X7 1102 WiTpa
IR ITR) AR R I WITRI) 0K
WITRT? MR APR) IR W) o%pn
NRYR WH3D AR PR ARIW R 7102
D21V DR WHWH RIT T2 WITRM 70T DY
WiTpI? 7337 DY NI wWo3 o9pn 192
7 .0) TARIY DR MY RINY RIT 702
UYPR 21 W7 TR 07T 08 17 N
NRRMY LAN2IY DR XPW 7Y 020 DI
T8 T MY ARV DRIWD 2077a0)
TR 0773

Sfat Emet
“Eliezer is Canaan (who is cursed as a slave in the Gen. 10:25), but
because he served his master faithfully, he moved from the category of
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cursed to that of blessed. “ And so too, every individual has appropriate
faithfulness in serving the Blessed Name, Master of All. Without question,
that person goes from cursed to blessed, and is even able to remove all
creatures from the category of cursedness. As is written that once exiled,
the curse of every day is great, but by way of faith in the Blessed Name,
every matter can be extracted and turned into blessing.
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