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Beresheit /Genesis ch. 32-33

Guardian angels ensure protection as a
frightened Yakov returns to the Land
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Yakov sends messengers before him to Esav
his brother toward the town of Se'ir in the land
of Edom with words of appeasement...| have
been a temporary resident, dwelling with Lavan,
and | have lingered there until now. | have
acquired [much wealth], and | am sending them
to you my lord, to find favor in your eyes.

Yakov is terrified and anticipates a disaster
when the messengers return with a description
of the 400 military men approaching with
Esav...

To minimize casualties, Yakov divides his camp
into 2 camps...
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Yakov calls out a desperate humble, un-
entitled prayer to God, asking to be saved: |
am unworthy of all the kindness and the
truth which you have bestowed upon me,
your servant. For with my walking stick |
crossed the Jordan river, when fleeing from
Esav, and now | have become two families,
two camps.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZYivKwV
mJc

(a beautiful rendition of these verses, by Israeli
soloist and pianist Yonatan Razel)
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That night, Yakov sends an extravagant
offering of well spaced groupings of hundreds of
his flock, to appease his brother's anger.

He instructs his messengers to relay his intent
to Esav: that | will appease his face, with this
offering which is going before my face, after
that | will see his face. Perhaps he will lift /
forgive my face.
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Yakov remained alone that night, and a man
wrestled with (/within) him, until dawn.

When he (the man) saw he couldn't
overcome him (Yakov), he struck Yakov and
injured him in the thigh.

-He (the man) said, send me away for dawn has
risen. He (Yakov) said, | will not send you
unless / until you bless me.

-He (the man) said, what is your name? -He
(Yakov) said Yakov.

-He (the man) said to him (Yakov) your name
will no longer be said thus rather Yisrael.
Because you have struggled with God and with
men and you have been able [to endure] the
struggle.

Yakov asked: tell me your name. He (man) said
why are you asking my name?

-And he (man) blessed him (Yakov) there.
Yakov called the name of that place Pni'el (face
of God) b/c | have seen Elohim (judgement)
face to face, and | have been saved.

The sun rose for him, when he passed Pnu'el
(face of God) and he was limping because of
his thigh.

33. Therefore the children of Israel are not to
eat the gid hanasheh tendon which is in the
thigh, to this day, for this is where he (the
man) struck Yakov's thigh, in the place of
the sinew (sciatic nerve.)
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For close to a thousand years, Judaism in China was called Tiao Jing Jiao

(Bhn )

literally translated into “religion that removes sinew” which refers to the kosher

practice prohibiting eating the sciatic nerve.

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/chinese-words-for-jew/

Book of Education — Mitzva 3

The reason for this commandment is that
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it will be a symbol for Israel, that even
though they will suffer many tragedies at
the hands of the nations and at the
hands of the children of Esav [a
Rabbinic symbol for the Empire of
Rome, who wanted to destroy them
entirely and uproot them from history,
like the man who wrestled with Yakov]
they should trust that they will not be
destroyed. They and their future
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generations and their reputation will
endure eternally, and ultimately a
redeemer will come to redeem them from
the hand of the oppressor, as happened
with their ancestor Yakov, when the sun
rose for him the next morning.

[The morning light rising for him
symbolizes healing, resolution and
peace following a long dark night,
symbolizing a dangerous, wounding
conflict with an uncertain outcome.]
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5 Questions — How Inevitable Failures in our Lives can Breed Success:

What happened?

What was supposed to happen?
What did | do well?

Where was my mistake?

What can | learn?

https://nytimesineducation.com/spotlight/facing-failure-and-breeding-success/
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