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Genesis 37:1-2
(1) Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father had sojourned, the land of Canaan. (2) This, then, is
the line of Jacob:
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Rashbam on Genesis 37:1:1
(1) YA'AKOV SETTLED. Esav went "to another land because of his brother Ya'akov" (Gen. 36:6), but
Ya'akov settled near his father in the land of his [Yitzhak's] sojournings, because the birthright is his.
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Ramban on Genesis 37:1:1

(1) In the land of his father’s residence (megurim). Megurim implies residing as a foreigner. In contrast
to Eisov, Yitzchok and Yaakov preferred dwelling in the Holy Land even as foreigners to living abroad.
This was a fulfillment of the decree that Avraham’s descendants would be “foreigners in a land that is not
theirs” (15:13).
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Genesis 36:6-9

(6) Esau took his wives, his sons and daughters, and all the members of his household, his cattle and all
his livestock, and all the property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went to another land
because of his brother Jacob. (7) For their possessions were too many for them to dwell together, and the
land where they sojourned could not support them because of their livestock. (8) So Esau settled in the
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hill country of Seir—Esau being Edom. (9) This, then, is the line of Esau, the ancestor of the Edomites, in
the hill country of Seir.
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Rashi on Genesis 37:2:1

2w AND HE ABODE — Jacob wished to live at ease, but this trouble in connection with Joseph
suddenly came upon him. When the righteous wish to live at ease, the Holy one, blessed be He), says to
them: “Are not the righteous satisfied with what is stored up for them in the world to come that they wish
to live at ease in this world too! (Genesis Rabbah 84:3)

T2 NWRA2
(2) 122 DR RT3 2PX) DRI TR 72307 (1)

Genesis 5:24
(24) Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, for God took him.
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Genesis 6:9

(9) This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was blameless in his age; Noah walked with
God.—
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Genesis 17:1

(1) When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am El
Shaddai. Walk in My ways and be blameless.
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Sefat Emet, Genesis, Lech Lecha 24:3

Rabbi Soloveitchik . Halakhic Man, Note 4
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“...that is prevalent nowadays in religious circles ... that the religious experience is of a very simple
nature-that is, devoid of the spiritual tortuousness present in the secular cultural consciousness, of
psychic upheavals, and of pangs and torments that are inextricably connected with the development
and refinement of man’s spiritual personality. This popular ideology contends that the religious
experience is tranquil and neatly ordered, tender and delicate; it is an enchanted stream for bitter
souls and still waters for troubled spirits.

...this ideology is intrinsically false and deceptive. That religious consciousness in man’s
experience which is most profound and elevated, which penetrates to the very depths and ascends to
the very heights, is not that simple or comfortable. On the contrary, it is exceptionally complex,
rigorous and tortuous. Where you find complexity, there you find its greatness. The religious
experience, from beginning to end, is antinomic and antithetic. ... It is a condition of spiritual crisis,
of psychic ascent and descent, of contradiction arising from affirmation and negation, self-
abnegation and self-appreciation....

Religion is not, at the outset, a refuge of grace and mercy for the despondent and desperate, an
enchanted stream for crushed spirits, but a raging, clamorous torrent of man’s consciousness with all
its crises, pangs and torments. Yes, it is true that during the third Sabbath meal at dusk, as the day of
rest declines and man’s soul yearns for its Creator and is afraid to depart the realm of holiness
whose name is Sabbath into the dark and frightening, secular workaday week, we sing the psalm
‘The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth
me beside still waters.’(Ps. 23) etc., etc., and we believe with our entire hearts in the words of the
psalmist. However, this psalm only describes the ultimate destination of the homo religiousus, not
the path leading to that destination. For the path that eventually will lead to the “green pastures” is
not the royal road, but a narrow, twisting footway that threads its course along the steep mountain
slope, as the terrible abyss yawns at the traveller’s feet.” (Halakhic Man. JPS. Translation-Lawrence
Kaplan. Footnote no.4)
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Sefat Emet, Genesis, For Chanuka 1:9
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