By the light of thirty-six candles

Shabbat 21b
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The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each day to have a light kindled by a
person, the head of the household, for himself and his household. And the mehadrin, i.e., those who are
meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light for each and every one in the household. And
the mehadrin min hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, adjust the number of lights daily. Beit
Shammai say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually decreases the
number of lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And Beit Hillel say: On the first
day one kindles one light, and from there on, gradually increases the number of lights until, on the last
day, he kindles eight lights.

Sanhedrin 97b
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Abaye said: The world has no fewer than thirty-six righteous people in each generation who greet the
Divine Presence, as it is stated: “Happy are all they who wait for Him [lo]” (Isaiah 30:18). The numerical
value of lo, spelled lamed vav, is thirty-six. Is that so? But doesn’t Rava say: The row of the righteous
before the Holy One, Blessed be He, extends eighteen thousand parasangs, as it is stated “It shall be
eighteen thousand reeds round about, and the name of the city from that day shall be: The Lord is
there” (Ezekiel 48:35)? It is not difficult; this statement of Abaye refers to the thirty-six righteous people
who view the Divine Presence through a luminous crystal [be’ispaklarya], and that statement of Rava
refers to the multitudes who view the Divine Presence through a crystal that is not luminous.

Isaiah 30:10
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Who said to the seers, “Do not see,” To the prophets, “Do not prophesy truth to us; Speak to us
falsehoods, Prophesy delusions.
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Chagigah 12a
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Rabbi Elazar said: The light that the Holy One, Blessed be He, created on the first day was not that of the
sun but a different kind of light, through which man could observe from one end of the world to the
other. But when the Holy One, Blessed be He, looked upon the generation of the Flood and the
generation of the Dispersion and saw that their ways were corrupt and that they might misuse this light
for evil, He arose and concealed it from them, as it is stated: “And from the wicked their light is
withheld” (Job 38:15). And for whom did He conceal it? For the righteous people in the future, as it is
stated: “And God saw the light, that it was good” (Genesis 1:4), and “good” is referring to none other
than the righteous, as it is stated: “Say of the righteous that it shall be good for them, for they shall eat
the fruit of their actions” (Isaiah 3:10).

Yerushalmi Berachot 60b
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R’ Levi said in the name of R’ Breiza: The light which was created on the first day served for thirty-six
hours — twelve on the eve of Shabbat, twelve on Shabbat night and twelve on Shabbat day.

Sfat Emet Bereshit, Hannukah 29

R’ Elazar of Worms says in his work ‘the Rokeach’ that the thirty-six candles we light on Hannukah
parallel the thirty-six hours for which the original light of the six days of creation shone, before it was
hidden away. (see Yerushalmi Berachot 60b) If this is so, then it appears that each Hannukah candle
draws from the or haganuz, the hidden light of creation, and gives light in great darkness, as our Sages
hinted with their description of the or haganuz as a light which shined from one end of the world to the
other (Chagigah 12a). There is no hiddenness or obscurity (he’elem) before this light. We call the world
(olam) which obscures (ma’alim) and hides this light ‘the natural,” but the original light of creation shone
through all these layers of concealment and it was hidden away for the righteous; on this it is written “A
light shines for the upright in the darkness...” (Psalms 112:4) It is also written “The people that walked in
darkness have seen a brilliant light...” (Isaiah 9:1) The generation which lived in the days of the wicked
Greeks walked in darkness, as the Sages taught “darkness refers to Greece which darkened the eyes of
Israel...” (Bereshit Raba 2:4), nevertheless they served God with a spirit of self-sacrifice even in the midst
of this darkness. That is why they merited that the hidden light shine for them, and some of its
illumination remains, radiating from year to year even in these lowly times. Every servant of God must
rejoice during these days when a touch of the hidden light illuminates Divine service. The primary intent
of the wicked ones was to make us forget God’s laws and Torah, and the Hannukah lights bring us to
remembrance.
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