Miketz — Righteous are the foundation of the world

Bereshit 41:14-16

“Thereupon Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was rushed from the dungeon. He had his hair cut and
changed his clothes, and he appeared before Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream,
but no one can interpret it. Now | have heard it said of you that for you to hear a dream is to tell its
meaning.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I! God will see to Pharaoh’s welfare.”
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Bereshit 40:13-14

In three days Pharaoh will pardon you and restore you to your post; you will place Pharaoh’s cup in his
hand, as was your custom formerly when you were his cupbearer. But think of me when all is well with

you again, and do me the kindness of mentioning me to Pharaoh, so as to free me from this place.
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Midrash Tanhuma Vayeshev 9:6
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Since he was sentenced to remain in prison for ten years, why were two additional years added? The
Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: You abandoned your trust in Me and placed your trust in the chief
butler, whom you implored twice to remember you: That thou wouldst remember me and make
mention of me unto Pharaoh (Gen. 40:14). Therefore, you shall be forgotten in prison for two additional
years. Thus it is written: And it came to pass at the end of two years (ibid. 41:1), that is, two years after
the butler had departed from prison.

Bereshit 40:15

“For in truth, | was kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews; nor have | done anything here that they
should have put me in the dungeon.”
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Tanchuma Vayeshev 8:3

When his master became aware of this, he entrusted him with the keys of the household, and
concerned himself no longer with any household matters, as is said: Behold, my master, having me,
knoweth not what is in the house (ibid., v. 8). As soon as he realized his own importance, he began to
eat, drink, and curl his hair, and say: “Blessed be the Omnipotent One who has caused me to forget my
father’s house.” Whereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked him, saying: Your father mourns for
you in sackcloth and ashes, but you eat and drink and curl your hair; therefore, your mistress will impose
herself on you and will torment you. Hence it is written: His master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph
(ibid., v. 7).But he refused (ibid., v. 8).
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Devarim 8:17

and you say to yourselves, “My own power and the might of my own hand have won this wealth
for me.”
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Bereshit 41:33-38

“Accordingly, let Pharaoh find a man of discernment and wisdom, and set him over the land of Egypt.
And let Pharaoh take steps to appoint overseers over the land, and organize the land of Egypt in the
seven years of plenty. Let all the food of these good years that are coming be gathered, and let the grain
be collected under Pharaoh’s authority as food to be stored in the cities. Let that food be a reserve for
the land for the seven years of famine which will come upon the land of Egypt, so that the land may not
perish in the famine... And Pharaoh said to his courtiers, “Could we find another like him, a man in
whom is the spirit of God?”
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...all of the troubles which happened to Yosef happened to Zion, and so too all of the good things. It says
about Yosef “...and Joseph had handsome features and a beautiful complexion,” (Bereshit 38:6) and
about Zion it is written “The fairest of branches, the joy of the entire earth...” (Tehillim 48:3) About Yosef
it is written “The Lord was with Joseph...” (Bereshit 39:21) and about Zion it is written “...and My eyes
and My heart shall be there at all times.” (Melachim 1 9:3) About Yosef it is written "In this house, there
is no one greater than I...” (Bereshit 39:9) and about Zion it is written “The Lord is great in Zion...”
(Tehillim 99:2) About Yosef it is written “...and He extended charisma to him...” (Bereshit 39:21) and
about Zion it is written “...I remember to you the lovingkindness of your youth...” (Yirmiyahu 2:2) About
Yosef it is written “...and he shaved and changed his clothes...” (Bereshit 41:14) and about Zion it is
written “When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion...” (Yeshayahu 4:4)
About Yosef it is written “...only [with] the throne will | be greater than you," (Bereshit 41:40) and about
Zion it is written “...At that time, they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the Lord...” (Yirmiyahu 3:17)
About Yosef it is written “...and he attired him [with] raiment of fine linen...” (Bereshit 41:42) and about
Zion it is written “Awaken, awaken, put on your strength, O Zion...” (Yeshayahu 52:1) About Yosef it is
written “He sent Judah ahead of him...” (Bereshit 46:28) and about Zion it is written “Behold | send My
angel, and he will clear a way before Me.” (Malachi 3:1)

Bereshit 45:5
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Now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold me hither; it was to save life
that God sent me ahead of you.



