Exodus 21:1-2
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These are the rules that you shall set before them: When you acquire a Hebrew slave, he shall
serve six years; in the seventh year he shall go free, without payment.

Rashi Exodus 21:2
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IF THOU BUYEST [AN HEBREW SERVANT] — This means an Hebrew servant whom thou hast bought
from the hand of the court which sold him for a theft which he had committed, as it is said, (Exodus
22:2) “if he (the thief) have nothing, then shall he be sold for his theft”. Or perhaps this is not so, but
Scripture is referring to the case of one who sells himself as a servant on account of his destitution,
whilst he who has been sold by the court for his theft shall not go free at the end of six years! This
assumption it erroneous, for when Scripture states, (Leviticus 25:39, 40) “and if thy brother that
dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and he sells himself unto thee ... [he shall serve thee unto the year of
jubilee]”, it is plain that in this passage there is mentioned the case of one who sells himself on account
of his destitution. How then must | explain Na7n ' in this verse? Obviously as referring to him who was
sold by the court (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 21:2:1).

Leviticus 25:41
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Then he and his children with him shall be free of your authority; he shall go back to his family
and return to his ancestral holding.—

Kiddushin 22a
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The Sages taught with regard to a verse that deals with the emancipation of a slave: “Then he shall go
out from you, he and his children with him” (Leviticus 25:41). Rabbi Shimon said: This verse is puzzling,
as, if he is sold, are his sons and daughters sold? Rather, from here it is derived that his master is
obligated to provide sustenance for his children, and when the slave is emancipated his sons are
released as well. You say something similar with regard to the verse: “If he is married then his wife shall


/Leviticus.25
/Exodus.22.2
/Exodus.22.2
/Leviticus.25.39
/Mekhilta_d'Rabbi_Yishmael.21.2.1
/Leviticus.25.41
/Leviticus.25.41

go out with him” (Exodus 21:3). Rabbi Shimon said: If he is sold, is his wife sold? Rather, from here it is
derived that his master is obligated to provide sustenance for his wife.

Kiddushin 20a
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The baraita continues: This means that there shall not be a situation in which you eat fine bread and he
eats inferior bread [kibbar], bread from coarse flour mixed with bran, which is low quality. There shall
not be a situation in which you drink aged wine and he drinks inferior new wine. There shall not be a
situation in which you sleep comfortably on bedding made from soft sheets and he sleeps on straw.
From here the Sages stated: Anyone who acquires a Hebrew slave is considered like one who acquires a
master for himself, because he must be careful that the slave’s living conditions are equal to his own.

Exodus 7:16
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And say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, “Let My people go
that they may worship Me in the wilderness.” But you have paid no heed until now.

Exodus 3:12

T T 28 DTN TTI9R I DYTIN ¥R TRZY A 3 NN T2 TRY N3 TN

v

And He said, “I will be with you; that shall be your sign that it was | who sent you. And when
you have freed the people from Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”
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Rambam Mishne Torah Laws of Idolatry 1:3
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...So did the movement advance intensely among the sons of Jacob and their followers that the world
saw a God-knowing nation called into existence, until Israel spent a long time in Egypt, when they
turned to be instructed in their practice and to worship the stars as they did, save only the tribe of Levi,
which remained faithful to their ancestorial charge; for the tribe of Levi at no time worshiped stars.
Verily, in but a short space of time, the root which Abraham had planted would have been uprooted,
and the sons of Jacob would have turned to the universal error and wandering; save because of the
Lord's love for us, and because He observes the oath of covenant with Abraham our father, He
appointed Moses our Master lord of all prophets, and made him His messenger. After Moses our Master
was endowed with prophecy and the Lord chose Israel as an inheritance, He crowned them with
commandments, and made known to them the way to serve Him, and what will be the judgment
rendered against idolatry and all its erring devotees.

Shemot 24:7
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Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And they said, “All that
the LORD has spoken we will faithfully do!”



