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For Reflection: Life Lesson #1

The places where we choose to meet a friend, or a lover are likely to be
places where we are drawn by the décor, the ambiance, the aesthetics of
that place. Perhaps the home-like architechture of the mishkan is
suggesting that make my own home like a mikdash or a mishkan — a

place in which | encounter the Divine.

Looking around my home - what small organizational or aesthetic change in
my living space or work space — even one that does not cost a penny -
could make a meaningful impact on how | relate — in that space, to myself

and to others — and even to God?

Shemot / Exodus ch. 25

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses,
saying: 2 'Speak unto the children of
Israel, that they take for Me an offering;
of every man whose heart moves him
you shall take My offering. 3 And this is
the offering which you shall take of
them: gold, and silver, and

copper; 4 and blue, and purple, and
scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’

hair; 5 and rams’ skins dyoud red, and
sealskins, and acacia-wood; 6 oil for the
light, spices for the anointing oil, and for
the sweet incense; 7 onyx stones, and
stones to be set, for the ephod, and for
the breastplate. 8 And let them make
Me a sanctuary, that | may dwell
among them. 9 According to all that |
show thee, the pattern of the
tabernacle, and the pattern of all the
furniture thereof, even so shall you
make it.

10 And they shall make an ark of
acacia-wood: two cubits and a half
shall be the length thereof, and a cubit
and a half the breadth thereof, and a
cubit and a half the height thereof. 11
And you shall overlay it with pure gold,
within and without...and shall make
upon it a crown of gold round

about.... 16 And you shall put into the
ark the [tablets of] testimony which |
shall give you.

17 And you shall make an ark-cover of
pure gold: two cubits and a half shall
be the length thereof, and a cubit and a
half the breadth thereof. 18 And you
shall make two cherubim of gold; of
beaten work shall you make them, at
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the two ends of the ark-cover.... 20 And
the cherubim shall spread out their
wings on high, screening the ark-cover
with their wings, with their faces one to
another; toward the ark-cover shall the
faces of the cherubim be. 21 And you
shall put the ark-cover above upon the
ark; and in the ark you shall put the
[tablets of] testimony that | shall give
thee. 22 And there | will meet with
thee, and I will speak with thee from
above the ark-cover, from between
the two cherubim which are upon the
ark of the testimony, of all things
which I will give thee in
commandment unto the children of
Israel.

23 And you shall make a table of
acacia-wood: two cubits shall be the
length thereof, and a cubit the breadth
thereof, and a cubit and a half the
height thereof. 24 And you shall overlay
it with pure gold, and make thereto a
crown of gold round about....

29 And you shall make its ladles and
the pans, and jars, and bowls,
wherewith to pour out; of pure gold shall
you make them. 30 And you shall set
upon the table show bread before Me
always.

31 And you shall make a menora of
pure gold: of beaten work shall the
menora be made, even its base, and its
shaft; its cups, its knops, and its flowers,
shall be of one piece with it.... 37 And
you shall make the lamps thereof,
seven; and they shall light the lamps
thereof, to give light over against it....
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Link - Mishkan, Tabernacle (note that most articles and writings on the
Tabernacle in English are from Christian sources, which distort the Jewish
understanding of the purpose of the Tabernacle)
https://www.google.com/search?q=%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%95

%D7%AA+%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%99+%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%9B%

D7%9F&rlz=1C1RQEB enlL5171L517&thm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=FCqdc

WmiluQ3HM%253A%252CA0pOVmMsIfglZHM%252C_&vet=1&usg=Al4_-

KONzEsJcGpMKpYNE kvixyg0JtL8g&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjMmp2wseLnAhWK

VRUIHSZdAAOQ9QEWANOECA0QCA#HImgrc=FCqdcWmiluQ3HM:
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Ramban /Nachmanides ch. 25:1

The esoteric significance of the Mishkan is that the glory that rested
upon Mount Sinai at the time of the giving of the Torah would rest
upon the Tabernacle, but unlike at Sinai, in a concealed manner.

And just as it is written there, regarding Sinai "the glory of Hashem rested
upon Mount Sinai" (Shemot 24:16), and it is further written (Deut. 5:21)
"Behold, Hashem our God has shown us his glory and His greatness." So
too here, regarding the Tabernacle, it is written "the glory of Hshem filled
the Tabernacle (Shemot 40:34,34)....Thus the glory that originally appeared
to the people at Mount Sinai remained constantly with Israel in the
Tabernacle, and whenever Moses entered the Tabernacle he would receive
the same level of Divine communication that was spoken to him at Mount
Sinai....

For Reflection: Life Lesson #2

A close, intimate relationship requires a mutuality of giving, and seeking to
satisfy the love languages of the other. What would happen if | asked
someone | care about what their preferred love language is and what | can do
for them using that love language? Who will | ask?

In what area do | align myself with the Divine desires or 'love languages' in the
Torah, even if it is not what moves my heart at this moment?

Shemot 30:14-16 Half Shekel Tax
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: ANNY NYn-78 NN AT R
When you take a census of the Israelite IXU-2 UK KD D A
people according to their enrollment, each | 54 jwio) 19> Wiy M ,DDTRDY
shall pay the LORD a ransom for himself 1792 ,92 DD2 AA-NY] DDR T792
on being counted, that no plague may ' o o ' i

come upon them through their being -DOX
counted. This is what everyone who is --D'TZ9N-7V 12VN-72 1A' 0T A
entered in the records shall pay: a half- DMWY WUTED 79 79wn nnn
shekel by the sanctuary weight—twenty NN L 7en NYnn--77wn ,na
gerahs to the shekel—a half-shekel as an nny

offering to the LORD.
DYY [0 ,0'TE9D-7Y 12D 7D T

Everyone who is entered in the records, ADIN NN L D--N7v0),NY

from the age of twenty years up, shall

give the LORD’s offering: ,0'yn X7 7701 ,N2-N7 1Yy 10
,NIN! NONR-NX NNY--77W0 ,N'¥Nnn

The rich shall not pay more and the .DD'NY-7V 1909

poor shall not pay less than half a
shekel when giving the LORD’s offering
as expiation for your persons.

You shall take the expiation money from
the Israelites and assign it to the service
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of the Tent of Meeting [Tabernacle]; it
shall serve the Israelites as a reminder
before the LORD, as expiation for your
persons.
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For Reflection: Life Lesson #3

The sum total of those obligatory half shekels (collected from over 600,000
adults) actually made up the majority of the wealth needed to build and
maintain the mishkan! The obligation for every person to be giving their part
generates a sense of belonging, partnership, and a drives home a message of

inherent equality for the Jewish people.

Many head start projects call for small donations from a large number of
people —one of the wonderful uses of internet which brings people together in

partnership for a greater good.

What small acts of giving, even minimally, have enabled to you feel a sense of
partnership and belonging? Where would you like to envision a wide-spread
kind of giving in your community? In the Jewish people at large?

Shemot 38:25-28 The Silver Sockets

And the silver of them that were numbered of the
congregation was (100) a hundred talents, and
(1775) one thousand seven hundred and three-
score and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary: A beka a head, that is, half a shekel,
after the shekel of the sanctuary, for every one
that passed over to them that are numbered, from
twenty years old and upward, for (603,550) six
hundred thousand and three thousand and five
hundred and fifty men. And the (100) one
hundred talents of silver were for casting the
sockets of the sanctuary, and the sockets of
the veil: a hundred sockets for the hundred
talents, a talent for a socket. And of the (1775)
one thousand seven hundred seventy and five
shekels he made hooks for the pillars, and overlaid
their capitals, and made fillets for them.
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