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Previous Pandemic Waves:
Numbers 14:35, 17:11

Psalms 106:28-30

They attached themselves to Baal Peor, ate sacrifices offered to
the dead.

They provoked anger by their deeds, and a plague broke out
among them.

Phinehas stepped forth and intervened, and the plague ceased.
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Bamidbar Rabbah 21:23

Because of the calf about three thousand fell, but here (according to
Numb. 25:9) [the number fallen is] twenty-four thousand.” (Numb.
25:4) “[...] Take all the heads of the people, and impale them [before
the Lord in the sun].” R. Judan said, “He hanged the heads of the
people, because they had not protested about the people.”
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Sanhedrin 35a:2
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The Gemara discusses the incident of the Israelites who worshipped
the idol of Peor in the wilderness. And it is written: “And the Lord
said unto Moses: Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang them
unto the Lord facing the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may
turn away from Israel” (Numbers 25:4). The Gemara asks: If the
nation transgressed, in what manner did the chiefs of the people
transgress? The verse does not record a transgression of the chiefs,
so why were they punished?

Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: The reason for selecting the
chiefs of the tribes was not to punish them. Rather, the Holy
One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Apportion courts for the
chiefs of the tribes, and each court will judge and punish the
transgressors of its tribe. The Gemara asks: What is the reason
that multiple courts were needed for this? If we say that it is due
to the principle that a court does not judge two cases of capital
law in one day, and there were many cases to be judged, that
cannot be the reason. But doesn’t Rav Hisda say: This
principle was taught only with regard to two different types of
death imposed by a court, as each case needs sufficient time to
be fully investigated on its own merits. But the court does judge
multiple cases of one type of death, i.e., one transgression, on
the same day.

The Gemara explains: Rather, the reason for the appointment of
multiple courts was in order that the fierce anger of the Lord
may turn away from lIsrael.
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1. Mishnah Sanhedrin.9.6
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(6) One who steals a kasvah [a vessel for use in the Temple]; one who
curses [God] by enchantment; and one who sleeps with an Aramean
woman—zealots may attack him. A priest who served while ritually
impure, his fellow priests do not bring him to the court. Rather, the
young priests take him outside the Temple courtyard, and split his
skull with logs.
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2. Bavli Sanhedrin 82a
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R. Hisda said: If the zealot comes to take counsel [whether to
punish the transgressors enumerated in the Mishnah], we do not
instruct him to do so.

It has been stated likewise: Rabbah b. Bar Hana said in R.
Johanan's name: If he comes to take counsel, we do not instruct
him to do so. What is more, had Zimri forsaken his mistress and
Phinehas slain him, Phinehas would have been executed on his
account;22 and had Zimri turned upon Phinehas and slain him,
he would not have been executed, since Phinehas was a pursuer
[seeking to take his life]....

And it is also written, And Phineas, the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron the priest, saw it.2 Now, what did he see? —

Rab said: He saw what was happening and remembered

the halachah, and said to him, 'O great-uncle! did you not teach
us this on thy descent from Mount Sinai: He who cohabits with a
heathen woman is punished by zealots?' He replied. 'He who
reads the letter, let him be the agent [to carry out its
instructions]'.

Samuel said: He saw that "There is no wisdom nor understanding
nor counsel against the Lord":2. whenever the Divine Name is
being profaned, honour must not be paid to one's teacher.?

R. Isaac said in R. Eleazar's name: He saw the angel wreaking
destruction amongst the people.

R. Eleazar said: [wa-yispallel] [he prayed] is not written, but wa-
yefallel,® as though he argued with his maker [on the justice of
punishing so many]. Thereupon the ministering angels wished to
repulse him, but He said to them, 'Let him be, for he is a zealot and
the descendant of a zealot; a turner away of wrath and the son of a
turner away of wrath.
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Rashi ad loc—Son of zealot—from the
tribe of Levi that was zealous about Dina
as it is written (Gen. 34) Shall our sister
be treated like prostitute?

He seized her by her forelock and brought her before Moses.
Zimri said to Moses: Son of Amram, is this woman forbidden
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or permitted? And if you say that she is forbidden, as for the
daughter of Yitro to whom you are married, who permitted
her to you? The halakha with regard to the proper course of
action when encountering a Jewish man engaging in intercourse
with a gentile woman eluded Moses. All of the members of the
Sanhedrin bawled in their weeping, and that is the meaning of
that which is written: “And they are crying at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting” (Numbers 25:6). And it is written
thereafter: “And Pinehas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron the
priest, saw and arose from the midst of the congregation and
took a spear in his hand” (Numbers 25:7).
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3. Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin.48b.3 [trans. MHK]
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It is written “Pinhas ben Elazar ben Aharon the Priest saw” (Num.
25:7) What did he see?

He saw the act and remembered the law: “whoever has sex with an
Aramean, zealots attack them.”

It is taught in a baraita: “against the will of the Sages”

Pinhas acted against the will of the sages?

Rabbi Judah ben Pazi said “They sought to excommunicate him, had
not the Divine Spirit jumped upon them and said “It shall be for him
and his descendants after him a pact of priesthood for all time.”
(25:13)
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4.Shulchan_Arukh, Choshen Mishpat.425.4
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Someone was pursuing after a prohibited woman, and others were
pursuing him to save her. If she said “Leave him alone, so that he
does not kill me,” we do not heed her. Instead, we run after him and
prevent him by way of disabling. If disabling is impossible or
ineffective, even by killing him. Remah gloss: Whoever has
intercourse with a non-Jew in the presence of 10 Jews, zealots attack
him, and they are permitted to kill him. Only during the act itself, but
once he has desisted, it is prohibited to kill him. And only if they warn
him, and he does not desist. And only if the zealot initiates
independently, but if he consults with the court, it is not permitted.
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5. Sefer Me'irat Enayim *
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And it is surprising that Rav Yosef Karo of blessed memory excluded
this law.

2T 0" ym iomunw an'nnnli

Sanhedrin 82b
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Pinehas came and slammed them on the ground before the
Omnipresent and said before Him: Master of the Universe,
will twenty-four thousand of the children of Israel fall due to
these sinners? As it is stated: “And those that died in the
plague were twenty-four thousand” (Numbers 25:9). And that
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1 Rav Joshua Falk on the Shulkhan Aruch (ad loc) (16" century Poland)
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is the meaning of that which is written: “And Pinehas stood 7791 X7X N1 X7 779N TYIR 20 NN
and wrought judgment and the plague was stayed” (Psalms U7 1217 DY NI7'79 WYY 212 TN
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Rabbi Elazar says: It is not stated in the verse: And prayed
[vayitpallel]; rather, it is stated vayefalel. This teaches that
Pinehas, as it were, wrought judgment [pelilut] with his
Creator. The ministering angels sought to push him away
because he spoke harshly to God. The Holy One, Blessed be He,
said to them: Leave him be; he is a zealot, son of a zealot,
from the tribe of Levi, who was zealous in avenging the
violation of his sister Dinah; he is an alleviator of wrath, son of
an alleviator of wrath, a descendant of Aaron, who alleviated
the wrath of God during the plague that followed the assembly
of Korah.
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