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Defunding the Police??!! Shoftim 5780
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“These are the laws which you should place” (Ex. 21:1) —Scripture should have said:
that you should teach!

Rabbi Jeremiah said in the name of Rabbi Hiyya b.Aba: “These are the tools of the
judge.”

Whenever Rav Huna would go out to court, he would say as follows: “Take out my tools
of the trade for me: staff, whip, shofar and sandal.”

‘And | commanded your judges at that time’ (Deut. 1:16) Rabbi Yohanan said: “With
respect to your staff and whip be eager”

2. Yerushalmi Kiddushin 4:6: R. Abahu and the Defiant Priest
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“[A priest must marry] only a virgin from the house of Israel’ (Ezek. 44:22) Rabbi
Judah says: “At the point when her father is from Israel” Rabbi [E]leizer b. Jacob
says: “At the point when either her father or her mother is from Israel” Rabbi Yose
says: “At the point when they are born in the holiness of Israel.” Rabbi Simon says:
“At the point when her virginity is generated in the holiness of Israel”

Rabbi Yose, Rabbi Yose in the name of Rabbi Yohanan, Rabbi Jonah, Rabbi Hiyya
in the name of Rabbi Yohanan: “The law is like Rabbi Yose.” Hanin b. Bar in the
name of Rav: “The law is like Rabbi Yose but the priests behaved like Rabbi Eliezer
b. Jacob.”

A priest married a daughter of converts. The case came before Rabbi Abahu, and he
laid him down [to receive lashes]. Rabbi Bibi said to him: “Did you not teach us that
the halakhah is in accordance with Rabbi Yose?” He said to him: “Did the priests not
practice according to Rabbi Eliezer b. Jacob?” He said to him: “Rabbi, do we give
lashes for [merely violating] a custom?” He said to him: “If you insist on deterring me,
| will raise him [from the bench without administering lashes].” When he was
standing [the priest] said to him: “Rabbi since the whip has been released, | have
also been permitted to her”

3. Bavli Ketubot 86a
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To what do these things apply? To a negative commandment, but a positive
commandment such as when they say to him "make a sukkah and he does not do so
of a lulav and he does not do so, they beat him until his soul expires"

4. Midrash Tannaim Deut. 25:3
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Lest you continue to strike him beyond these (al eleh)—on these you do not continue to strike him,
but you do continue to strike him with rabbinic lashes.

For [exceeding] these [thirty-nine lashes] he transgresses a negative precept, but he does not
transgress a negative precept with disciplinary lashes.

Rather, the distinction between lashes of the court and disciplinary lashes [is as follows]:

Lashes of the court are with a court; disciplinary lashes need not be with a court.

Lashes of the court are counted; disciplinary lashes are not counted.

Lashes of the court require an assessment; disciplinary lashes do not require an assessment.
Lashes of the court require a whip; disciplinary lashes may be administered either with or without a
whip

5. Bavli Berakhot 58a
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Rav Sheila gave lashes to a man who had sex with a non-Jew. He went and informed
the authorities, saying: “There is a certain man amongst the Jews who is judging cases
without permission of the king.” He sent a policeman. When he [Rav Sheila] came [to
the authorities], they said to him: “Why did you give lashes to this person?” He replied:
“Because he had intercourse with a donkey.” They said to him: “Do you have
witnesses?” He replied: “Yes.” Elijah came and appeared as a man and testified. They
said to him: “If so, he deserves a capital penalty!” He said to them: “Since the day we
were exiled from our land, we do not have capital authority. However, you all may do
whatever you wish to him.” While they were investigating the case, Rav Sheila began
to pray, “To you belongs the greatness and the power...” (I Chron. 29:11). They said to
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him: “What did you say?” He replied: “| was just saying ‘Blessed is the Merciful one who
gave kingship on earth like the kingship in heaven, and gave you control and mercy in
judgment.” They said: “Is the kingship so beloved to him?” They gave him a staff and
said to him: “Judge.” When he went out, that man said to him: “God does miracles for
liars in this way?” He replied to him, “Evil one, are they not called mules? As it says,
“That the flesh of mules is their flesh” (Ezek. 23:20). He saw that he was going out to
tell them that he called them mules, and he said to himself: “This one is a pursuer, and
the Torah says if he comes to kill you, preempt him and kill him.” He hit him with the
staff and killed him

6. Yerushalmi Sota 1:4: Rabbi Meir and his Disciples
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Rabbi Zevadyah the son-in-law of Rabbi Levi would tell this story:

Rabbi Meir used to deliver a sermon in the synagogue of Hammat every Friday night.
And there was a woman there who was accustomed to listen.

One time, the sermon ran late.

She went and sought to enter her house and found that the candle had gone out.
Her husband said to her: “Where were you?”

She said to him: “Listening to the preacher.”

He said to her: “From such and such? that this woman will not enter here into her
house until she goes and spits in the face of the preacher.”

Rabbi Meir saw with Divine Spirit and gave himself a sore in his eye.

He said: “Any woman who knows how to cure a sore eye by charm, come and
charm.”

Her neighbors said to her: “Your answer will bring you in to your house. Make
yourself a charm for him, and you spit in his eye.”

She went to him, and he said to her: “Do you know how to cure eyes by charm?”
From her great awe of him, she said: “No.”

Vatican MS: oy

2 Vatican MS: yon

®Vatican MS: yyan It is possible to read the Leiden MS in the same way, since the letter
isnot completely clear.

4 Vatican MS adds: n7nn

5 He swore an oath.

) E ma d Think about the environment. Share & recycle sourcesheets.
y ~ . WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL
THN/N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org


mailto:meesh@pardes.org.il

Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies Rabbi Dr. Meesh Hammer-Kossoy
meesh@pardes.org.il

He said to her: “Well, spit in it seven times, and that will be good for it.”

Once she had spit in his eye, he said “Go and tell your husband. ‘One time’ you said
to me! And she spit seven times.”

His students said to him “Rabbi, do we degrade the Torah in such a manner?

If you would have said to us, would we not have brought him and whipped him
on the bench in order to force him to consent to be reconciled with his wife?
He said to them, “And should not the honor of Meir be equivalent to the honor of his
Creator, if with respect to the Holy Name which is written in holiness, the Scripture
says that it should be erased by water to effect peace between a man and his wife, is
it not it all the more so with respect to Meir?”
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Hazon Ish Yoreh Deah 2:16 Rabbi Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz, (1878-1953)

The rule of [coercion] only applies when Divine Providence is revealed. In those times the disgracing of
transgressors was protecting the world. But in a time of hidden providence in which faith is removed from
the people, then punishing transgressors does not fix the breach but adds to it, as it is perceived as an act
of destruction and violence, God forbid. And since the whole point is to heal, the rule of coercion does not
apply if there is no healing. Thus, we are obligated to bring them in through the bonds of love and to place
them in its light to the extent possible.

8. Rabbi Hayyim David HalLevi pp 105-107 https://www.truah.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/MI-
Handbook-complete-web.pdf

9. Likutei Moharan 282
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Know, a person must judge everyone favorably (Avot 1:6). Even someone who is completely wicked, it is
necessary to search and find in him some modicum of good; that in that little bit he is not wicked. And by
finding in him a modicum of good and judging him favorably, one genuinely elevates him to the scale of
merit and can bring him to repent.
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This is the aspect of “In yet a little bit the wicked man is not; you will reflect upon his place and he will not be
there” (Psalms 37:10). That is, Scripture warns to judge everyone favorably. Even if you see that he is
completely wicked, you must search and seek the little bit of good in him, wherein he is not wicked. This is:
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In yet a little bit the wicked man is not—You must seek the “yet a little bit” of good that he still has within
him, because in that place he is not wicked. For although he is wicked, how is it possible that he does not
still possess even a little bit of good? Is it possible that throughout his life he never once did some mitzvah
or good deed? And by your finding in him yet a little bit of good wherein he is not wicked, and your judging
him favorably, you genuinely elevate him from the scale of guilt to the scale of merit, until, as a result of this,
he returns [to God] in repentance.
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Thus, this is “In yet a little bit the wicked man is not.” By finding in the wicked person “yet a little bit” of good,
as a result:
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you will reflect upon his place and he will not be there—That is, when you contemplate and consider his
place and level, he is no longer there in his original place. For by finding in him yet a little bit of good, some
good point, and judging him favorably, we genuinely move him from the scale of guilt to the scale of merit.
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This is the explanation of “you will reflect upon his place and he will not be there,” as explained above.
Understand this.
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